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ALL eyes will be on Aintree and the Crabbie’s Grand 
National this week, but then again, all roads have been 
leading to Liverpool’s famous racecourse for children 
from one secondary and ten local primary schools for 
the past year, thanks to an initiative created by Racing 
Together, the sport’s community outreach co-ordinator.

Aintree is Britain’s first Beacon Racecourse, and in the 
first 12 months of a two-year pilot run by Racing To 
School, the charity responsible for delivering education 
programmes through the sport, around 1,500 children 
have had access to the world-famous venue, of whom 
at least 30 per cent had never previously visited a 
racecourse.

Almost all the youngsters, whose ages range from 
nine to 16, will have another year’s experience of a 
programme that Aintree Chairman Rose Paterson 
describes as “fundamental to our link with the 
community,” and to which John Baker, North-West 
Regional Director for Jockey Club Racecourses, 
adds: “This is our way of giving something back to 
local people, encouraging them to become part of the 
racecourse, to see what we do.”

Baker is in no doubt about what Beacon status means 
for Aintree. “It’s huge,” he says. “We had already started 

our own community programme when this came along, 
because the Grand National is the People’s Race and 
we believe Aintree should be the People’s Racecourse, 
so it was all about engaging with the community. 
Becoming the first Beacon Racecourse took that idea a 
step farther.

Running parallel with the Beacon project is Aintree’s 
community programme, which has five themes: best for 
health and well-being; best for community engagement; 
best for mental health; best for riding in the community, 
and best for disability.

Stand-out occasions in 2015 ranged from 70 local 
schoolchildren singing the National Anthem on Grand 
National day to four events carried out in partnership 
with Everton FC and Riding for the Disabled, with former 
jockey Carrie Ford, who works for the Racing Together 
team, extending her Beacon project involvement to 
share the experience of finishing fifth on Forest Gunner 
in the Grand National.

Looking back over the past 12 months, Grant Rowley 
says: “A lot has happened. Our first year was superb, 
and we were delighted when we won the Racing 
Together Community and Social Responsibility category 
at the RCA Showcase Awards, as well as a special 
Jockey Club award.”

Looking ahead, he says: “Health and well-being will be 
the next big project, identifying the best way to partner 
with Liverpool FC, which has a fantastic men’s health 
programme. We’re also looking to do more with Alder 
Hay hospital, because they’ve got a brand new facility.”

Inside Track - Aintree Beacon
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The RCA, in partnership with VisitEngland and 
VisitScotland, is delighted to announce the top racecourses 
in England, Wales and Scotland for 2015 through the 
Quality Assured Racecourse Scheme.

Now in its seventh year, the scheme allows every 
racecourse to be assessed and rated by VisitEngland and 
VisitScotland against other attractions in Britain.

The national tourism boards provide a rating that takes into 
account efficiency and friendliness of customer service as 
well as cleanliness of facilities. Once again all racecourses 
scored the minimum rating required to be classed as 
‘good’. Collaborating with VisitEngland and VisitScotland 
allows racecourses to benchmark against other attractions, 
ensuring that standards of customer experience remain 
high in the face of such competition.

The RCA Excellence Accolades aim to reward those who 
achieve exceptionally high marks in specific areas of 
their assessment.  There are six categories in total and 

Musselburgh collected three Accolades with Fast Food 
Outlet, Lovely Loos and Quality Café/Restaurant through 
the Harris Tweed Bistro.

Newbury was the only racecourse to be awarded an 
Accolade for Staff Customer Service.

RCA Chief Executive, Stephen Atkin, said: “Once again our 
racecourses have demonstrated that they stand up well 
when compared to other attractions across Britain. We are 
very proud of the service and value for money that all of 
our racecourses offer and this is backed up by the results 
from VisitEngland and VisitScotland.

“Our partnership with both tourism boards allows us to offer 
customers a guarantee of quality whenever they visit a 
racecourse. The results show that racecourses large and 
small can all compete on the same level when it comes to 
quality and that is one of the unique attractions of British 
racing.”

Quality Assured Racecourse 
Scheme 2015

Quality Assured Racecourse 
Scheme 2015

The 2015 Accolade Awards are as follows:

Fast Food Outlet – Musselburgh, York
Bar Area – Beverley, Goodwood

Lovely Loos – Ayr, Chelmsford City, Doncaster, 
Musselburgh, Hamilton Park

Visitor Information & Signage – Ascot, Bangor-on-Dee, 
Chester, Huntingdon, Uttoxeter

Quality Café/Restaurant - Kempton Park, Ripon, 
Musselburgh

Staff Customer Service – Newbury

The top twelve in England and Wales for 2015 (listed 
alphabetically) were:

Ascot, Bangor-on-Dee, Beverley, Carlisle, Chester, 
Doncaster, Goodwood, Haydock Park, 

Newbury, Redcar, Ripon, York

In Scotland, Musselburgh retained its five star rating 
and was ranked in the top 10% of all five star attractions 
in the country. Ayr was also awarded a five star rating, 

the first time it has done so since being
assessed by VisitScotland.

Malcolm Roughead, Chief 
Executive of VisitScotland, said: 
“VisitScotland’s world-leading 
Quality Assurance scheme is not 
just about driving standards, it’s 
about helping businesses to reach 
their full potential so that they can 
reap the benefits.

“A top quality grading is an 
effective marketing tool which 
helps them attract more business 
and secure their success. We 
are delighted to see Musselburgh 
and Ayr feature so prominently in 
the Quality Assured Racecourse 
Scheme, showing that this country 
has a rich pedigree when it comes 
to top-quality attractions.”

Pam Foden, Head of Industry 
Development at VisitEngland said: 
“Our racecourses are incredibly 
popular, both for visitors at home 
and from abroad. The Quality 
Assured Racecourse Scheme is 

an excellent way for racegoers 
to feel confident that a day at the 
races will be a quality experience 
that meets, and in many cases 
exceeds, expectations.

The RCA Excellence Accolades 
reflect the high standards of 
quality found at racecourses 
across the country, recognising 
the wonderful ways that 
racecourses are going above and 
beyond the call of duty to ensure 
racegoers enjoy their day out.”

The 2016 Assessments will 
commence from Friday 1 April 
2016. To prepare for your 
assessment, check out the 2016 
Defining Excellence Booklet, 
which gives all of the information 
needed to score the best possible 
marks as well as some examples 
of best practice and details of the 
Excellence Accolades. 

Some of the delighted recipients of the @RCAShowcase Excellence Accolade for Customer Service taken on Saturday 2 April 
at Newbury Racecourse

http://britishracecourses.org/raceday-experience-group/defining-excellence-2016/
http://britishracecourses.org/raceday-experience-group/defining-excellence-2016/
http://britishracecourses.org/raceday-experience-group/defining-excellence-2016/
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The RCA and Drinkaware are pleased to announce that 
training for accredited Drinkaware Crew members is to 
commence throughout Britain’s Racecourses this year.

Previously trialled in the nightclub industry, Drinkaware 
Crew Members (formerly ‘hosts’) are trained members of 
staff from venues who are responsible for the wellbeing 
of customers who have been exposed to alcohol and are 
perhaps at risk or vulnerable.

The training, offered by Drinkaware and fully accredited, 
provides staff with skills to communicate with customers 
after being exposed to alcohol and defuse situations with 
the potential to escalate in a non-aggressive manner. 

Furthermore, staff will be able to offer friendly advice to 
ensure that customers make the most of their day at the 
races and support the ‘Pace Yourself’ campaign, which 
encourages customers to consume soft drinks at regular 
intervals throughout the day.

Caroline Davies, Racecourse Services Director 
commented “I am delighted to further our partnership 
with Drinkaware by offering this accredited training 
to racecourses. This will not only benefit the raceday 
experience for customers, but will also provide racecourse 
staff with new skills to promote responsible drinking and 
enhance the racecourse’s standing as a good neighbour in 
the community.”

Ben Butler, Director of Marketing and Communication 
at Drinkaware said: “We have been working with the 
Racecourse Association (RCA) to help people make 
informed choices about their alcohol consumption. We 
look forward to expanding our partnership with the RCA 
via this training which will help racegoers make the most 
of their day, without affecting the enjoyment or safety of 
themselves or others.”

All British Racecourses, via the RCA, became the first 
partners of Drinkaware from the world of sport in 2014, 
with this accredited training another firm commitment of the 
industry’s promotion of responsible drinking. 

A significant number of racecourses have registered an 
interest to include members of staff in the training, with full 
details to be announced in the coming weeks. It is not too 
late to get involved- please contact Paul Swain as soon as 
possible for more details.

Drinkaware ‘Crew’ 
to be part of British Racing

Customers enjoying a drink at the Ladbrokes St Leger Festival
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Racehorse Owners 
Association
National Racehorse Owners' Survey

On 12 April the Racehorse Owners 
Association and British Horseracing 
Authority are launching the National 
Racehorse Owners’ Survey, the largest 
of its kind undertaken in Great Britain.
 
The views of more racehorse owners 
than ever will be canvassed, and 
the project forms an integral part of 
the industry’s “Strategy for Growth”. 
By exploring the entire ownership 
experience, actionable insight will be 
developed in order to set out a route 
to a more prosperous and sustainable 
future for the sport and enable 
strategies to be devised to better 
recruit and retain racehorse owners 
to encourage growth across the entire 
industry. 
 

The project is being undertaken 
with the help of Two Circles, who 
are currently leading the RCA’s 
Insight=Growth. A link to the short 
survey will be located at roa.co.uk/
survey and members of the RCA are 
asked if they would use their social 
media channels to promote the survey 
in order to encourage racehorse 
owners to participate.

The survey is set to be completed by 
the end of April before the results are 
disseminated across the industry later 
in the spring.
 
If you have any questions on the 
survey, please contact Harry Williams 
at hwilliams@roa.co.uk

Harry Williams

BELARDO winner of the Betway Doncaster Mile Stakes. Trained by Roger Varian and ridden by James Doyle at 
Doncaster Racecourse Saturday 2 April 2016

http://www.roa.co.uk/en/owners-resources/racehorse-owners-survey.cfm
http://www.roa.co.uk/en/owners-resources/racehorse-owners-survey.cfm
mailto:hwilliams%40roa.co.uk?subject=
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In the lead up to the Cheltenham festival, Great 
British Racing worked with key consumer media 
contacts to secure press coverage ahead of the 
four day event. 

One on one interviews included a double page 
Mail on Sunday interview with Richard Johnson, 
Lizzie Kelly interviews with the Radio Times and 
The Times, Metro newspaper interviews with Aidan 
Coleman and Joe Tizzard and an interview with 
Paddy Brennan in Loaded magazine. Shortlist also 
featured the Festival on its To-Do list page. 

During the Festival, Great British Racing supported 
the increased media interest by securing interview 
spots with BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 4, TalkSport, 
BBC Radio 2 Breakfast Show and BBC Breakfast. 

The Cheltenham Festival  

Great British Racing

The Grand National 

Ahead of the world-famous Crabbie’s Grand National at 5.15pm (Channel 4) on Saturday 9 April, Great British 
Racing released a video featuring never-before-seen headcam footage of Leighton Aspell winning last year on 
Many Clouds, courtesy of Channel 4’s ‘jockey cam’. Leighton will be bidding for history in this year’s race when 
he attempts to win a third successive Grand Nationals aboard Many Clouds. The video has already been used by 
news sites online including the BBC, the Mirror, the Sun and BBC Radio 2.

A Grand National animation video has also been created to further promote the race to a new audience. The video 
crams 177 years of history into 90 seconds which is aimed at giving those unfamiliar with the race a crash course in 
what to expect including pub trivia style facts and  highlighting some of the race’s finest winners. The video can be 
watched on the Great British Racing website. 

Libby Britten

http://www.greatbritishracing.com/championships/jockeys/?type=jump#vLUTIc4ue6VCXtch.97
http://www.greatbritishracing.com/news-and-features/features/video-ride-on-board-many-clouds-to-crabbies-grand-national-victory/#Glvd0Ct41eseT1CO.97
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The latest Inside Track video features 20 time 
Champion Jump Jockey Sir Anthony McCoy. 

In the first instalment of the two part interview, McCoy 
(who will present Richard Johnson with his Champion 
Jockey trophy later this month at Sandown) pays tribute 
to the Champion to be, compares his erotic novel to 50 
Shades of Grey, dishes the dirt on his former weighing 
room colleagues and is pulled over by police. 

If you haven’t seen the first part, you can watch it on the 
Great British Racing website. 

The second part will be released on Wednesday 6 April 
via Great British Racing’s social media channels.  

Great British Racing
Inside Track with Sir Anthony McCoy

Jockey of the Month 
Nico de Boinville has won the 
March Stobart Jump Jockey of 
the Month Award. 

Nico held off strong 
competition from Ruby Walsh 
and Ryan Hatch to win the 
award. 

He will receive a £1,000 cash 
prize, a commemorative frame 
and a £500 donation to a 
charity of his chosen charity – 
the Injured Jockeys Fund.  
   

Great British Racing’s digital Easter campaign which encouraged people to go racing over the four days achieved a 
reach of over half a million people. The advertising drove traffic to a central Easter hub on the Great British Racing 
website with outbound racecourse links to all meetings. The campaign’s key messaging focused on a day out for all 
the family and under 18s go free keeping in line with the Insight = Growth project. 

Easter Racing Digital Campaign Results 

Libby Britten

For the latest Stobart Championships leaderboard visit gbraci.ng/jockeychamps

http://www.greatbritishracing.com/news-and-features/features/video-sir-anthony-mccoy-pulled-over-by-anti-terror-police-in-hilarious-video/#uJkZDejQMoZcLozk.97
http://www.greatbritishracing.com/news-and-features/fun-for-all-the-family-this-easter/#/ZBTHkbcUb7K2wKZ1.97#Pq0Simkre2MYq0Jy.97
http://www.greatbritishracing.com/news-and-features/fun-for-all-the-family-this-easter/#/ZBTHkbcUb7K2wKZ1.97#Pq0Simkre2MYq0Jy.97
For the latest Stobart Championships leaderboard visit gbraci.ng/jockeychamps
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GBRI Members Club
The 2016 Great British Racing International (GBRI) 
Members Club has now surpassed the number of 
members it had in 2015.

International owners from 42 different countries spanning 
the globe have now been nominated by over 40 Flat and 
National Hunt based trainers and bloodstock agents.

In recognition of their valuable contribution to British 
Racing, the GBRI Members Club ensures that international 
owners can experience the best the sport has to offer 
when they visit. 

If you have any feedback or questions regarding the 
Members Club please do not hesitate to contact Bobby on 
0207 152 0132 or bjackson@greatbritishracing.com, we 
would be delighted to hear from you.

Bobby Jackson

Great British Racing International
British success on Dubai World Cup night

The 2016 Dubai Carnival climaxed with Dubai World Cup 
night at Meydan and British-trained runners hit the board in 
three of the six races that they contested.

Postponed’s victory in the Dubai Sheema Classic was 
the standout performance of the British-based runners. 
Defeating a field of high-class international challengers, 
Roger Varian’s charge has now earmarked himself as one 
of the world’s best turf horses.

GBRI were quick to promote this victory, especially as 
the horse is British-trained, by a Newmarket based sire in 
Dubawi and sold at Tattersalls to British bloodstock agents 
John Warren and Charlie Gordon-Watson on behalf of 
Postponed’s current owner.

Another notable performance on the card was Euro 
Charline who picked up $1.2million for finishing runner-up 
in the Dubai Turf. Ridden by Frankie Dettori and trained 
by Marco Botti, Euro Charline is owned by the American 
based Team Valor who were over the moon with her 
performance.

The Team British Racing flag was also flown admirably 
in defeat by Big Orange who finished a gallant second, 
beaten just a neck, in the Dubai Gold Cup. 

There was further success for the British racing industry 
as the British-bred Muarrab passed the post first in the 
Dubai Golden Shaheen on the Meydan dirt. Ridden by 
Paul Hanagan, he got the better of American raider XY 
Jet in a thrilling battle all the way up the home straight. 
Muarrab was also sold as a yearling at Tattersalls which 
was another fact used in the marketing surrounding his 
success.

Cheltenham Festival
The Cheltenham Festival proved to be a huge success 
both on and off the track as GBRI hosted international 
guests from Russia, Australia, Bermuda, Pakistan and 
the USA. This group, made up of people already involved 
in racing or looking to invest, incorporated international 
owners, trainers and businessmen.

The Festival represents the perfect opportunity to 
showcase British Jump Racing to an international 
audience and it certainly delivered.

mailto:bjackson%40greatbritishracing.com?subject=
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McCoy joins fellow Channel 4 Racing presenter, Clare 
Balding, as one of two patrons for the charity that promotes 
the versatility and adaptability of racehorses so they can 
enjoy a new life after racing. 

Following a career of unparalleled success, Tony McCoy 
retired from the saddle in April 2015 after securing his 
twentieth consecutive champion jump jockeys’ title. In 
January, his appointment as President of the Injured 
Jockeys’ Fund was announced and his role as a patron of 
RoR is his first official appointment with an equine charity. 

In McCoy’s absence, the title of champion jump jockey 
is set to be won by Richard Johnson, who himself is an 
ambassador for RoR, along with former champion flat 
jockey and dual Derby winning rider, Frankie Dettori. 

The announcement of McCoy’s appointment as patron 
crowns a busy week for RoR. On Monday it was 
announced that singer Jess Glynne will be making a 
donation to RoR from her fee for performing at four Jockey 
Club Live race nights this summer and on Thursday at 
Aintree, on day one of the Crabbies Grand National 
Festival, ten re-trained horses line-up in a high profile 
parade sponsored by the Racing Post. The week also sees 
the publication of the charity’s 2015 annual review. 

Tony McCoy said of his appointment: “It is an honour to 
have been asked to take on the role of patron of RoR. As 

I said on my retirement, 
I rode in nearly 18,000 
races and I owe a debt 
to all the horses I rode, 
as without them none 
of my success would 
have been possible. 
So I am delighted to 
be in a position where 
I can assist in promoting the increasingly varied options 
available for racehorses after racing. 

“During their racing careers, thanks to the care provided 
by trainers and their stable staff, racehorses are incredibly 
well looked after. RoR’s work helps ensure that the level of 
care and overall welfare provided to horses in-training is 
maintained after they leave racing.” 

Paul Roy, Chairman of RoR, said:  “We are delighted 
that AP has accepted the role of patron of RoR. He is an 
inspiration to so many and a wonderful ambassador for 
horseracing. 

“AP joins us at a time when the charity is undergoing a 
period of sustained growth. There are now over 11,500 
horses on our database registered as active in equine 
disciplines outside of racing. And with increasing levels of 
participation in RoR classes and activities, we are investing 
more and more into education and training programmes 
to match the demand among owners for taking on former 
racehorses. 

“The popularity of the RoR classes across a range of 
disciplines has not, however, led to any complacency 
in terms of the charity’s commitment to looking after 
vulnerable horses. We continue to work with and fund 
RoR recognised centres so they can take-in and re-home 
vulnerable horses and the collaborative pilot scheme 
introduced with World Horse Welfare in 2015 has been a 
success and will be extended.” 

In his foreword for the Annual Review, the Chairman, Paul 
Roy, concludes: “RoR has now established itself as one of 
the leading British equine charities, promoting the highest 
standards of equine welfare and its work provides evidence 
to support the racing industry’s message that the sport truly 
cares about its horses both during and after their racing 
careers.”

To download a copy of the 2015 RoR Annual Review, 
please click here…….  

John Maxse

Retraining of Racehorses
Tony McCoy appointed Patron of Retraining of Racehorses 
(RoR), British Racing’s Official Equine Charity

RoR publishes its 2015 Annual Review

Twenty times champion jockey, Sir Anthony McCoy, 
has been appointed a patron of British racing’s official 

equine charity, Retraining of Racehorses (RoR)

http://www.ror.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/RoR-Annual-Report-2015-Final-updated.pdf
mailto:jmaxse%40mac.com?subject=
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Ollie McPhail’s 13 years as a jump jockey returned a 
respectable 129 winners, but at Sandown Park on 11 
March he reached a significant landmark in his second 
career.  As Lead Education Officer with Racing to School, 
Ollie notched up his 1,000th event with the charity that 
uses the British racecourses, trainers’ yards and studs to 
offer young people a unique learning experience.

During his 10 years with the charity the former rider has 
worked with around 40,000 young people, giving the 
majority their first taste of the sport.

“I have been very fortunate to retrain for a second job that 
I love. The work we do offers real value to young people 
and promotes so many positive aspects about racing – as 
a sport and a potential employer,” said Ollie.

“I enjoy challenging the schoolchildren, and their teachers, 
to tune into everyday racing activities like checking a 
jockey’s weight or working out race distances as a way of 
improving their maths skills. Many of them want to learn 
more and say that they want to come back.”

Chairman David Adam said: “Ollie has such a natural and 
easy connection with young people and is highly respected 
by the many schools and colleges with which we work.  As 

Trustees we are so grateful 
to Ollie for adding so much 
to the charity’s work over 
the last decade and it is a 
fantastic achievement for 
him to reach his 1,000th 
event.”

Racing to School is very appreciative of Sandown Park’s 
support in commemorating Ollie’s big day. The generous 
involvement of the racecourse team and the interest 
around the named race in honour of his 1,000th education 
event highlighted the goodwill towards the charity’s work, 
from the public and professionals alike. 
            
For those of you that missed Ollie’s eponymous race – 
described by John Hunt as ‘one of the most amazing races 
you will ever see’ – it is likely to feature large in ‘what 
happened next?’ quizzes for some time to come.

The pupils, teachers and carers from Cheam School, who 
had a full and enjoyable learning day at Sandown, were 
also thrilled to have their chance to congratulate Ollie on 
his achievement.

Judith Allen

Racing to School
Ollie reaches a 1,000th milestone for Racing to School 

Ollie receiving his gift from Trustees and staff of Racing to School, and jockeys Richard Johnson and Leighton Aspell
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At the launch of the 2015-2016 All-
Weather Championships at Lingfield 
Park Racecourse in late October of 
last year, Arena Racing Company 
(ARC) announced that, for the first 
time since the establishment of the 
series, it would be joining forces 
with charity campaign ‘Walking The 
Courses’ in a charity partnership that 
would help to boost the fundraising 
and awareness of the project during 
the winter months. This inaugural 
charity partnership, which drew to a 
close on All-Weather Championships 
Finals Day at Lingfield Park on 
Good Friday, has been a resounding 
success for Richard Farquhar’s 
campaign and its co-beneficiaries.

Farquhar, who has now completed 
all but 135 miles of his 3,000 mile 
walk between all mainland UK 
racecourses, comments, “Being the 
Official Charity Partner of the All-
Weather Championships this year 
has meant that ‘Walking The Courses’ 
has benefited from seven extra exit 
collections, which have collectively 
raised over £2,500 for Racing Welfare 
and Pancreatic Cancer UK. The final 
collection on Good Friday was likely to 

push that total close to £4,000. Both 
of these charities do the most fantastic 
work so this extra funding and 
publicity is invaluable to both of them. 
ARC should be applauded for their 
eagerness to establish the partnership 
and for their incredible support of, and 
commitment to, ‘Walking The Courses’ 
over the winter. I would like to say 
a big thank you to the All-Weather 
Championships team and to everyone 
at Lingfield Park, all of whom have 
gone out of their way to help time and 
time again.”

ARC have also benefited from having 
‘Walking The Courses’ as their 
Official Charity Partner. Susannah 
Gill, Director of External Affairs, said, 
“We have been delighted to support 
Richard’s incredible efforts and are 
pleased the partnership with the All-
Weather Championships has helped 
raise extra funds and awareness for 
both the charities involved. We very 
much looked forward to welcoming 
Richard to Lingfield Park for Finals 
Day, where he undertook a walk of the 
course before racing, along with other 
activities throughout the afternoon.”

Farquhar’s 3,000 mile walk across 
the nation from racecourse to 
racecourse in memory of his father, 
Peter, who was lost to pancreatic 
cancer in 2012 and who worked 
in racing as a stable lad and stud 
hand, has captured the hearts and 
minds of the racing world during 
the past year. Farquhar is hoping 
that his marathon efforts will raise a 
huge £1.4million to be split equally 
between his two chosen charities.

To find out more about Walking The 
Courses and to donate, go to 
www.walkingthecourses.com.

Walking the Courses
Inaugural All-Weather Championships Charity Partnership with 
Walking the Courses a Resounding Success

http://www.walkingthecourses.com
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Racecourse in Focus

Ben Cook is co-ordinating this column and looks forward to receiving your contributions.
ben.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk

Another Great Friday at Lingfield Park
The Third All-Weather Championships once again 
concluded at Lingfield Park on Good Friday, 25 March 
with a crowd of over 10,000, a record for Lingfield Park.  
Everyone enjoyed a day of beautiful weather and top class 
racing that offered over £1.1 million in prize money.

As in previous years, Good Friday marked the culmination 
of the winter season of racing on Britain’s five all-weather 
racecourses, Chelmsford City, Lingfield Park, Kempton 
Park, Southwell and Wolverhampton.  Qualifying for 
Finals Day was once again high on the agenda of many 
horsemen, and in 2015/16, the race conditions were 
amended to help encourage more foreign entries.  In 
previous years at least two runs on a British All-Weather 
course were required, whereas this year, the three 
qualifying runs could be undertaken at either a French or 
Irish all-weather racecourse.

The other means by which to qualify came through winning 
a ‘Fast Track Qualifier’ (FTQ), of which there were four 
per race category, including races in France and Ireland.  
Winner of the Ladbrokes Mile on Finals Day, Captain Joy, 
was one such horse to take advantage of this qualification 
route, having his sole run back following colic surgery 
winning a Dundalk FTQ for his trainer Tracey Collins.

These qualification requirements, along with the significant 
increases in prize money have helped the average rating 
of the horses competing at the top of the All-Weather 
Championships to increase and to attract more interest 
from abroad.  

In 2015/16, the All-Weather Championships welcomed the 
German sprinter Gamgoom, trained by Mario Hofer, and 
the South African owned filly Cold As Ice, with a selection 
of Irish horses (including the victorious Captain Joy) 
running on Finals Day as well as Pia Brandt’s Metropol, 
who was a gallant fourth behind All-Weather Horse of the 
Year Grendisar in the Coral Easter Classic.

As one of the most popular days in Lingfield Park’s 
calendar, it was important to make sure that the quality 
of the raceday experience is not diminished for casual 
racegoers and the large number of families that were in 
attendance.  

A number of initiatives were put in place to help racegoers 
engage with the top horses, jockeys and trainers, including 
the placement of the Winner’s Enclosure on the turf track 
in front of the stands.  This allowed the crowd not just a 
great view of the winning horse and jockey, but the placed 
horses and presentations also.  This required temporary 
scales to be used, and the BHA were once again very 
helpful in facilitating this change to normal procedure at the 
racecourse which allowed the crowd a much better view of 
the equine and human stars of the show.  A fleet 

of golf buggies were on hand to whisk jockeys back to the 
weighing room and ensure no undue delay to racing.

Finally, to assist with the celebratory atmosphere of the 
day, Lingfield Park were delighted to welcome a number 
of special guests, including the official charity partner, 
Walking The Courses (WTC). Alicia Lowes, who recorded 
WTC’s charity single, performed for the National Anthem 
and popular artist and cartoonist Darren Bird was on hand 
to produce a bespoke piece celebrating the day, which will 
be auctioned by WTC at a later date.

The All-Weather Championships has grown significantly as 
a format since its inception in 2013, offering a programme 
of races that rewards horsemen for their support and 
racegoers and punters stories to follow over the winter, 
away from the traditional National Hunt scene. Finals Day 
has proved a fantastic success with racegoers and has 
produced some fantastic experiences to remember.

ARC look forward to sitting down with BHA and horsemen 
to make sure the future of the All-Weather Championships 
is as bright as it was at Lingfield Park on Good Friday! 

mailto:ben.cook%40racecourseassociation.co.uk?subject=
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The crème de la crème of British pony racing are 
competing for top spot following the launch of the Charles 
Owen Racecourse Series at Kempton Park Racecourse in 
March. 

Sponsored by global brand Charles Owen since 2005, 
the Racecourse Series is the showcase for pony racing 
talent.  Ponies and riders have to be qualified to compete, 
and combinations accumulating the most points across the 
series are eligible to race at the Charles Owen Racecourse 
Series Finals held on Cheltenham Racecourse on 22 
October 2016.  

Clarissa Daly, Chief Executive of the sports governing body 
the Pony Racing Authority (PRA), said: “The Charles Owen 
Racecourse Series is as close as it gets to ‘the real thing’, 
attracting young jockeys who have come through a number 
of different routes, such as point-to-point pony racing 
and Pony Club race days, as well as having completed 
specialist training to ensure they are ready, fit and safe to 
ride at this elite level.”

“As far as possible, we try to mirror the professional racing 
experience so that these young riders have a real insight 
and understanding into the way the professional sport 
operates. As well as giving them the thrill of a lifetime out 
on the racecourse, we aim to give riders a strong platform 
for going into the racing industry, perhaps as an apprentice 
jockey or into one of the many career paths that racing 
offers.”

Widening participation in pony racing is top priority, as 
Clarissa explained: “To encourage children onto the 
Racecourse Series, we are adding three Conditions 

races which are open to 
children or ponies who have 
not been placed (1st – 4th) in 
a Charles Owen Final in the 
past two years. This leads up 
to a Conditions’ Finals at York 
Racecourse on 4 September. 
It was so popular when we 
introduced the format last year - to encourage children to 
make the step up from point-to-point pony racing – that 
we’re doing it again!”

Roy Burek, Managing Director for Charles Owen, said: “We 
are proud to be sponsoring the Racecourse Series – the 
top flight of pony racing in Britain - for the eleventh year 
running. It’s fantastic to see the dedication and passion in 
these young riders, and the partnership they create with 
their ponies, to perform at this level. We’re looking forward 
to an exciting season building up to a highly-competitive 
final at Cheltenham in October.”

Clarissa Daly added: “Charles Owen’s investment in the 
sport has been significant and without their steadfast 
commitment for more than ten years, many of the 
opportunities available today through pony racing would 
simply not be possible.”

Pony Racing Authority
Pony racing showcases talent with launch of 2016 Charles 
Owen Racecourse Series 

Global brand Charles Owen main 
sponsor for eleventh consecutive year

AJ O'Neil on Miss Wonderful 

Sophie Smith on Push the Button
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Five Minutes 
of Fame

On what day of the week were you born and what 
was number one in the charts?

Do I really have to answer this question as I have told 
the team here at Brighton that I am 25…………

When you were a child what did you want to be 
when you grew up?

Professional footballer playing for Sunderland AFC or 
a boxer. I know I should probably have said Jockey…..
Sorry

What makes you tick? 

These days it’s my two young daughters and family

What’s your guilty pleasure?

Ice cream and lots of it

What’s the daftest work related question you have 
ever been asked?

Is that the start line?

What is your favourite racing memory? 

Attending Newcastle Racecourse to watch the Fighting 
Fifth Hurdle as a child with my uncle who is a racing 
fanatic.

Which tune is the most played on your iTunes? 

My daughters now control everything including my 
iTunes so the most played song is Katy Perry – 
Roar…… No really………….

Name one thing that drives you crazy?

Sitting in traffic especially on the M25

If you weren’t at work today, what might you be 
doing instead? 

I would be at the park feeding the ducks with my 
daughters Lavinia and Esmee. Or walking along the 
beach and amazing coastline in Sunderland where I 
grew up

If you were writing your autobiography the name of 
it would be ----------

Keep on traveling………..North or South?

What do you find most rewarding?

On a raceday at Brighton I like to spend as much time 
as possible taking with people who have chosen to 
come to enjoy a great day out and that is the part of 
the job I really do enjoy the most

What is your most bizarre talent?

Probably my singing in the shower which really is 
bizarre

What is something about you that most people 
don’t know?

I spent a year in South America in 2006 and during my 
time in Peru I stayed with a family who lived high up in 
the Andes with no electricity or running water and that 
is where I enjoyed my first taste of guinee pig which is 
a local delicacy

Shaun Steel

Executive Director
Brighton Racecourse

If you would like to feature in Five Minutes of Fame please contact carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

mailto:carol.walker%40racecourseassociation.co.uk%20?subject=
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The 2017 Fixture List process is now underway with the distribution of the framework to courses, and the fixture 
allocation process timetable will be following shortly. 

As an integral part of the process, the RCA has organised two workshops to discuss with members the key areas 
of focus and issues for the 2017 Fixture List, and the Annual Fixtures Meeting to confirm the policy details prior to 
the start of the fixture allocation process.  At both meetings we will be looking to identify and resolve clashes and 
clusters in the fixture list, following the input from racecourses in our recent survey.

2017 Fixture List

RCA Race Planning

Ben Cook

(i) RCA 2017 Fixture Workshops

The RCA will be holding two 2017 Fixture List 
Workshops for racecourses at Newbury and York in late 
April on the following dates:  

Friday 22 April at Newbury Racecourse at 10.30am

Tuesday 26 April at York Racecourse at 10.30am

These workshops will update racecourses on the key 
areas of focus for the 2017 Fixture List process.

The event at York has been organised for the morning 
of the RMG AGM, to enable courses to attend prior to 
their AGM.

To book your place please email:
ben.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk by 5pm on 
Monday 18 April, and please extend the invitation 
to contribute to your Chairman, Directors and other 
racecourse staff.

An agenda will be circulated to attendees nearer the 
time - if you have any questions in the meantime, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

(ii) RCA Annual Fixtures Meeting

This year’s RCA Annual Fixtures meeting is due to be 
held at the BHA’s office, 75 High Holborn on Tuesday 
17 May, with a start time of 12 noon and a finish at 
3.00pm.  The meeting will update on the policies and 
processes for 2017 prior to the intended start of the 
Fixture allocation process, and an agenda will be 
circulated in advance. 

If you would like to attend please email:
ben.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk at your earliest 
convenience - lunch will be provided. 

mailto:ben.cook%40racecourseassociation.co.uk?subject=
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Sponsorship
The Sponsorship Stakes - January 2016

The Sponsorship Stakes – January 2016 

 
Below is an overview of sponsorship activity in January 2016, produced by Mary-Ann Sandercock, using data 
provided by the RCA, Racing Calendar and the European Breeders Fund. 
 
General  - Races that went ahead in January: 
 
Total races                               597 Total sponsored races                   481 80% sponsored 
Total AW races             314 Total sponsored AW races           292 93% sponsored 
Total Turf Flat races                    - Total sponsored Turf Flat races            - - 
Total Jumps races           283 Total sponsored Jumps races          189 67% sponsored 

 
Total Prize Value of Races Sponsored (not sponsorship contributions): £4,986,508 
 
 
Sponsorship Sectors 
 
Top 10 Sectors by number of races sponsored             Top 10 Sectors by prize value  
 
Sector Total races % of total 

sponsored 
 Sector  Value 

Betting   365   76% Betting £3,694,994 
Private/Individual    18     4% Food/Drink £   202,325 
Bloodstock    13     3% Bloodstock £   157,066 
Food/Drink Industry    16     2% Construction £   146,200 
Tyre Suppliers    10     2% Private/Individual £   110,300 
Press/Publication      8     2%  Tyre Supplier £   102,500 
Construction      7     1%  Finance £     82,500 
Broadcaster      7     1% Broadcaster £     70,823 
Hotel/Pub/Restaurant      7     1% Insurance £     66,000 
Insurance      6     1% Press/Publication £     62,000 

 
The European Breeders Fund (EBF) jointly sponsored 9 races (in addition to 7 sole EBF sponsored races); the joint 
sponsors have been included in their respective sectors and the EBF jointly sponsored races have also been 
included in the Bloodstock sector. 
 
Top 5 Sponsors by number of races sponsored            Top 5 sponsors by prize value  
   
Sponsor Races      %   Sponsor Races Value 
32Red   99    20% 32Red   99 £   788,932 
Totepool   62     13% Totepool   63 £   661,500 
Unibet   54     11% Coral   47 £   502,778 
Ladbrokes   53     11% Ladbrokes   53 £   336,528 
Coral   47       8% Unibet   54 £   312,769 

 
If you have any questions about this report please contact Mary-Ann Sandercock on 07786 925803, or email 
maryannsandercock@outlook.com.       
 



back to menu19April 2016

Badges & PASS 2016
Badge Posters
8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the A4 
sized poster for 2016 have been sent to all racecourses.  
Extra copies and electronic copies are available on 
request.  

RCA & Press Badge Lists
Copies of the lists of 2016 RCA and Press Badges 
holders are available on request.  

Missing Badges

RCA: 44, 384, 385, 909, 1142, 1237
Press: 40, 337
PJA: 9, 48, 159, 264
NTF: 
Officials: 131
Special:   

Medical

Early bird bookings now being taken!
Take advantage of a fantastic saving on the normal delegate rates

until 31st May 2016.

Speakers now confirmed:
Professor Richard Lyon

Mr Paul Gowens
Dr Jon McCormack

Dr Luke Regan

Workshops available:
New ERC Guidelines

National Early Warning Scores
Paediatric (Sepsis)

Bones, Breaks and Dislocation
Coastguard SAR Service (non-clinical)

New NICE Guidelines
Paediatric (Trauma)

Innovation 

Book Online Now! Book Online Now!

http://basics-scotland.org.uk/product/basics-scotland-annual-conference-agm-2016/ 
http://basics-scotland.org.uk/product/basics-scotland-annual-conference-agm-2016/ 
http://basics-scotland.org.uk/product/basics-scotland-annual-conference-agm-2016/ 
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RaceTech

We are very pleased to unveil the 
newest addition to our fleet of outside 
broadcast trucks – OB4 has been 
received into RaceTech from the 
coach builders, kitted out and is now 
fully equipped and will be on the road 
and racing in April. 

This takes our HD capacity to 85% 
of race meetings and confirms our 
own commitment to delivering the 
very best technology solutions for 
both RUK, who launched their HD 
service in March of this year and 
also for racecourses, many of whom 
are updating their own screens 
and facilities to improve racegoer 
experience and display pictures and 
racecourse TV to best effect.

OB4 is the fruition of many months 
of planning, design and build and 
has now undergone a full testing 
programme to ensure that the service 
for broadcasters, racecourses and 
the BHA can be delivered at the most 
cost effective price. In the five years 
since the initial three HD trucks were 
commissioned, the technology has 
moved on apace and following OB4 
joining the fleet, the next big tranche 
of work will be to upgrade, improve 

and enhance the technology in the 
rest of the fleet, ensuring that the 
service to racing takes maximum 
advantage of what is available at the 
best possible price.

In addition to the OB truck, we have 
also invested in a tender vehicle 
to carry all the equipment and kit 

alongside it and our fleet of hoist 
vehicles have been upgraded over 
the course of the last 2 years, 
delivering a total of 9 new skeletal 
vehicles that meet best practice safety 
standards, combined with flexibility 
and positioning to get the best shot 
possible. 

Exciting OB news from RaceTech!

Safecontractor Accreditation

RaceTech has been awarded 
accreditation from Safecontractor 
for its commitment to achieving 
excellence in health and safety 
management. Safecontractor is a 
leading third party accreditation 
scheme which recognises high 
standards in health and safety 
management amongst UK contractors. 
The company’s application for 
Safecontractor accreditation was 
driven by the need for a uniform 
standard across the business.

Under the Safecontractor scheme, 
businesses undergo a vetting process 
which examines health and safety 
procedures and their track record 
for safe practice. Those companies 

meeting the high standard are 
included on a database, which is 
accessible to registered users only via 
a website. 

Client-organisations who sign up 
to the scheme can access the 
database, enabling them to vet 
potential contractors before awarding 
contracts. These clients agree that, 
as users of the scheme, they will 
engage only those who have received 
accreditation.

More information about the 
Safecontractor scheme is available at 
www.safecontractor.com  

Catherine Pullan

www.safecontractor.com
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RaceTech

Catherine Pullan

One of the more practical 
developments over the last few 
years has been the decline of DVDs 
as a common media. Most laptops 
no longer incorporate a DVD player 
and many homes rely now on hard 
drive based solutions from Sky, 
Virgin or the Freeview suppliers to 
record and play programmes on TV. 
Historically, RaceTech has provided 
a copy of each race for the 
racecourse/winning connections in 
DVD format. Going forward, this will 
be replaced by a USB stick based 
solution, which can be as simple 
as just the race (as currently) or 
provided in a more sophisticated 
version, with racecourse branding, 
captions, include the head on view, 
the photofinish if applicable, and 
sponsors ads/features. 

This changeover will be phased 
over the next couple of months and 
will not affect those racecourses 
who make their own recording of 
the race and copy for connections 
or anything that you do currently 
yourselves. It will change for those 
racecourses who currently use 
the RaceTech service and come 
to collect their DVDs at the end of 
each raceday.

Option 1
In the same way as we currently 
give you a single DVD with all races 
on, unbranded, just the racing and 
a title of the race only, this will be 
supplied in MPEG4 format on a USB 
stick given to us by the racecourse. 
Drop off a minimum 2GB USB stick 
to the truck before racing and collect 
at the end of the day. This service 
will be free of charge. You may copy 
this/distribute to connections in line 
with media rights reservations as 
previously. 

Option 2
RaceTech will provide you with a 
pre-formatted stick with every race, 
information/titles and captions etc 

as individual files for the racecourse 
to copy down and distribute as 
required. The cost of this additional 
service is £25 per day. 

Option 3
RaceTech will provide a (branded if 
required) USB stick with additional 
files such as a graphic showing 
racecourse name/date etc, the 
race, the head on, a photofinish 
shot if applicable, and pre-loaded 
sponsors ad as required. This is a 
good opportunity to brand the race 
for winning connections much more 
fully and give additional exposure 
to both your own brand and the 
sponsor for the day/race/event etc. 

The cost for this service is £35-45 
per day (dependent on pre-loading 
requirements – a simple flat ad at 
the end will be quicker and need 
less capacity on the stick than a 2 
minute promotional video).

We will be in touch with each 
racecourse to determine what your 
requirements are and to confirm 
when the switch will happen – it 
will be phased over the next couple 
of months as new equipment is 
installed on the trucks and the older 
kit is phased out. It’s worth noting 
that most newer TVs will accept a 
USB input directly to display this 
content.

New tech – DVDs replaced by USBs
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Racecourse Groundstaff Courses

The dates and locations for the remaining 2016 Racecourse Groundstaff Courses have now been finalised as 
follows:

19-20 April 2016 - Introduction to Racecourse Groundsmanship (Foundation) at Cheltenham Racecourse
 
20-25 November 2016 - Racecourse Groundstaff Turf Management Course (Intermediate) at The British Racing 
School, Newmarket.

For more information on upcoming IOG courses or to reserve a place on any of the above courses please contact 
Lisa Gray at the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, Milton 
Keynes, MK12 5TW, Tel: 01908 312511.

Weather Report
The February 2016 Water Situation Report (for England and Wales) from the Environment Agency can be 
accessed here 

Technical

The RCA Technical Group met on Thursday 24 March 
2016.  A summary of the key points is provided below:

Going information: Representatives of the BHA joined 
the meeting to discuss alterations being made to the 
Going Information webpage, on which the Group 
provided feedback and proposed items for further 
consideration. 
Parade Ring Safety: The Group proposed that there be 
an evidence based review of the criteria for parading 
anti-clockwise to determine whether updates were 
appropriate.  The age restrictions for parade ring 
access were reiterated and would be reinforced to all 
connections. 
Safety Factors: It was proposed that there be greater 
flexibility for racecourses to adjust safety factors within 
agreed limits to reflect rail configuration, and this would 
be further discussed with BHA. 
Horserace Bettors Forum: The Group noted that 
representatives of the RCA and BHA would attend the 
next meeting of the Horserace Bettors Forum to discuss 
matters of mutual interest. 

Overnight Stabling: The Group supported a proposal to 
amend the Rules of Racing to require overnight stabling 
to be booked by 12noon rather than 1pm, and this 
would be further discussed with BHA. 
Veterinary Matters: The RCA Veterinary Guidance 
Document regarding screens was reviewed and would 
be updated in line with discussions.  It was agreed that 
a managed and rehearsed procedure was key. 
Hind Shoes: The Group noted the alteration to the Rules 
of Racing to require all horses to enter the parade ring 
fully shod.  It was proposed that the Clerk of the Course 
be included within the relevant raceday administrative 
procedures, and this would be progressed with BHA. 
Receipts for Stable Staff: It was requested that all 
racecourses provide receipts in stable staff canteens to 
allow staff to present these for expenses.
Horse Awareness Training: The Group was asked to 
provide items for inclusion in a template programme 
for horse awareness training, which could be used by 
racecourses to deliver this training on a local basis. 

Holly Cook

RCA Technical Group Report

 The meeting was attended by:

 Caroline Davies  (RCA - Chair)
 Simon Claisse   (Jockey Club Racecourses)
 Holly Cook   (RCA)
 Dale Gibson   (PJA)
 Emma Marley   (Ayr Racecourse)

Anthea Morshead  (Independent Racecourses) 
George Noad   (NTF)
Jon Pullin   (Arena Racing Company)
James Stevenson  (Independent Racecourses) 

The next meeting will be Wednesday 31 August 2016

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/water-situation-report-for-england-february-2016
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Technical

Moisture, warmth and oxygen: the three essential ingredients 
required for seed germination and all of them at the mercy of the 
prevailing weather conditions. On the other hand the quality of 
the seed you invest in, and what species and cultivars you sow, 
and when, are firmly in your control.

Whether you are intending to overseed the entire course or just 
the landing areas, picking the best seed available is a clear 
investment of your budget into your course. This starts with 
identifying which grass species is best suited for the requirement 
of the surface and then supporting this decision by looking for 
the top-rated cultivars of those species.

Amenity grasses are assessed and graded annually by the 
British Society of Plant Breeders Ltd (BSPB) as part of their 
Amenity Committee Turfgrass Seed trials. The results are 
then published in the Turfgrass Seed buyers guide, commonly 
referred to as the STRI (Sports Turf Research Institute) seed 
recommendation catalogue, this is available for free at: http://
www.bspb.co.uk/sg_userfiles/BSPB_Turfgrass_2016.pdf. 

The final consideration is how the seed is sown into the ground. Disk seeding is the best choice to provide good soil contact and 
protection. The general rule for sowing depth being 1.5 times the length of the seed, so in this instance 3-4mm. If you are not in 
possession of a disk seeder then employing a reputable sports turf contractor such as ALS Contracts Services is a sensible solution.

If you would like further advice on seeding and selection of mixtures don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Until next month.
 
James Grundy 
Technical Manager  

Note to groundstaff – all work must be done in line with RCA instructions.

Traditionally two main species should be considered for race 
courses, Perennial Rye-grass, Lolium perenne, because of its 
favourable response to fertiliser, disease resistance and wear 
tolerance and Smooth-stalked Meadow-grass, Poa pratensis, 
because of it’s ability to tolerate wear and rhizomes which 
enable it to spread into areas of wear.

Lolium perenne provides good levels of growth, tolerance to 
physical stress and low temperature germination so is a sound 
option for spring overseeding.

Poa pratensis requires warmer temperatures for germination 
and successful establishment. Sowing in the late summer when 
there is residual soil warmth will give P. pratensis the  opportunity 
to mature leading to the excellent spring recovery this species 
provides due to its rhizomatous nature.

Pitchcare are suppliers for the leading seed producing companies 
Johnsons DLF and Limagrain, both of these companies offer 
seed mixtures containing cultivars consistently at the top of 
the ratings and both offer fine choices for spring and autumn 
seeding.

W: www.pitchcare.com   E: sales@pitchcare.com   T: 01902 440250
Pitchcare.com, Allscott Park, Allscott, Telford, TF6 5DY

Technical

Johnsons J RR

% Cultivar Species
STRI 

Rating
20 Bizet Perennial Ryegrass 7.3

20 Eurodiamond Perennial Ryegrass 8.1

20 Ligalla Perennial Ryegrass 7.2

20 Sombrero
Smooth Stalked 
Meadow Grass

7.4

20 Miracle
Smooth Stalked 
Meadow Grass

6.2

Limagrain MM 60

% Cultivar Species
STRI 

Rating
45 Himalaya Perennial Ryegrass 7.1

15 Madrid Perennial Ryegrass 7.5

15 Columbine Perennial Ryegrass 8.0

25 Cyrena Perennial Ryegrass 7.5

20

Technical
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Diary Dates

Contributors' Contact List

Thursday 7   -   Saturday 9 April   Aintree - Crabbie's Grand National

Monday   18 April   Raceday Experience Group

Friday   22 April   RCA 2017 Fixture Workshop - Newbury Racecourse 

Monday   25 April   BHA Racing Group

Monday   25 April   Racing Together Masterclass - Aintree

Tuesday  26 April   RCA 2017 Fixture Workshop - York Racecourse

Tuesday  26 April   RaceTech Board

Thursday  28 April   REL Board

Tuesday  17 May   RCA Annual Fixtures Meeting - BHA

UPDATE is also available 
on our website:

www.britishracecourses.org
EDITOR: Carol Walker   
The Racecourse Association Ltd

Diary Dates

Allen, Judith   01869 248 855  judith@bhest.co.uk

Britten, Libby   0207 152 0192  lbritten@greatbritishracing.com

Cook, Ben   01344 625723  ben.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk

Cook, Holly   01344 873536  holly.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Davies, Caroline  01344 873536  caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Jackson, Bobby   0207 152 0038  bjackson@greatbritishracing.com

Pullan, Catherine  0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk

Sandercock, Mary-Ann  07786 9250803  maryannsandercock@outlook.com

Sheppard, Claire  01344 624723  claire.sheppard@racecourseassociation.co.uk

Swain, Paul   01344 873536  paul.swain@racecourseassociation.co.uk

Walker, Carol   01344 873536  carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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Tashfest
Watch the battle of Britpop at TashFest on Saturday 14 May at Huntingdon Racecourse!

TashFest is a quirky one day outdoor charity music festival at Huntingdon Racecourse
on Saturday 14 May 2016. 

All profits from the event will be donated to Jack Berry House/The Injured Jockeys Fund.

Tickets are £25 per person and they available to buy online now
at http://huntingdon.thejockeyclub.co.uk/events-tickets/whats-on/tashfest

Gates open 2pm. Music starts 3pm and ends 10.30pm. Extravagant upper lipholstery
...i.e. wearing a moustache is encouraged! 

Food and drink will be available to buy onsite.  Free overnight camping is available. 

More information, including the current line-up, can be found on the website www.tashfest.co.uk or by 
emailing us tashfest@mail.com. We’re also on Facebook and Twitter (@TashFest2).

A Charity Music Festival 
Huntingdon Racecourse

Saturday 14th May 2016

Huntingdon Racecourse, Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE28 4NL 

Image courtesy of Darren Bird Art

www.tashfest.co.uk

Camping     Market Village     Food Stalls     Bar. . .

Huntingdon Racecourse, Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE28 4NL 

TICKETS £25 
(includes free camping pass)

www.tashfest.co.uk

VS

A charity music festival at Huntingdon Racecourse

Plus the Insomnia Music Live Acoustic Stage

Roxy Searle

Wearing a moustache is encouraged!

Follow us on Twitter @tashfest2

Saturday 14th May 2016

Tashfest Team
Email: tashfest@gmail.com 

http://huntingdon.thejockeyclub.co.uk/events-tickets/whats-on/tashfest
http://www.tashfest.co.uk
mailto:tashfest%40mail.com?subject=
mailto:tashfest%40gmail.com%20?subject=

