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Executive contributions to prize money from 
racecourses are set to rise again in 2017 having 
reached 50% of the total fund for the first time ever 
in 2016.

Racecourses committed a total of £68.5m to prize 
money in 2016, a rise of more than 11% on 2015, 
resulting in record total prize money in British racing of 
£137.6m.

This record commitment from racecourses has ensured 
a 47% increase in total prize money across a five year 
period, achieved despite the dramatic drop in Levy 
yield from 2009 onwards caused by the migration of 
betting turnover offshore, recently addressed by the 
new legislation.

Over 90% of racecourses currently have prize 
money agreements with the Horsemen’s Group and 
discussions around renewed agreements are due 
to take place shortly. All racecourses are currently 
complying without exception with minimum race values 
agreed by the RCA with the BHA and the Horsemen’s 
Group.

Stephen Atkin, Chief Executive of the Racecourse 
Association said: “Racecourses have long recognised 
the importance of prize money to the sport in retaining 
owners through improving their returns, attracting 
investment in bloodstock and as the lifeblood of stable 
staff, trainers and jockeys.

“Racecourses have continued to invest in prize 
money, alongside improving the owner experience on 
racedays, to ensure total and average prize money 
levels remain on an upward curve. Racecourse 
contributions have sharply increased over the last 
five years facilitated by commercial contracts and 
underpinned by prize money agreements with the 
Horsemen’s Group. We expect this upward curve to 
continue in 2017.”

Atkin added: “The extension of the Levy to include 
overseas operators is excellent news and as a result 
the outlook for future prize money growth is very 
positive. That a significant part of additional monies 
will be focused at the grassroots of the sport has 
full racecourse support, and central funding will be 
matched by racecourse investment in these tiers.”

“Racecourses make considerable contributions to 
the economy and community in general and the RCA 
have worked together with the BHA and Horsemen’s 
Group to explain this contribution to Government and 
stakeholders.

“We are grateful to Government and for all-party 
parliamentary support, particularly MPs in racecourse 
constituencies. We welcome the opportunity of working 
with betting to further the mutual interests of both great 
industries.”

Prize Money
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Racing enjoyed a bumper Easter weekend with 
near record attendances at racecourses across the 
four day period from April 14-17.

There were three outstanding cards on Good Friday, 
with Lingfield Park welcoming a record 10,817 for All-
Weather Championships Finals Day, Bath welcoming 
9,200 and almost 6,000 people heading to Newcastle 
on the same day.

Haydock Park entertained 7,000 for the second-ever 
Challenger Series Finals Day on Saturday while 5,028 
flocked to Musselburgh to see the first running of the 
Queen’s Cup as well as Grand National winner One 
For Arthur parade before racing.

Chepstow had a bumper 8,635 through the gates on 
Easter Monday and Plumpton’s two fixtures on Sunday 
and Monday attracted in excess of 7,500 people.

Total attendance was 93,235 across the 20 meetings 
over the four days, an increase of 99% on the 2016 
figure of 46,934 and the highest since Good Friday 
racing was introduced in 2014.

It was just short of the 93,395 record for the period in 
2011 (19 meetings) when Easter fell exceptionally late 
and over the final day of the jumps season at Sandown 
Park.

The average attendance for this year was 4,670 
which was also well up on last year’s figure of 3,352.

The expansion of the Easter programme has 
complemented the traditional Open Days with around 

10,000 making their way to Lambourn on Good Friday 
and more than 2,500 to Middleham on Monday.

Stephen Atkin, Chief Executive of the Racecourse 
Association, said: “The commitment that racecourses 
have made to putting on quality racing across the 
Easter period has clearly benefitted the sport and 
proved a hit with racegoers.

“With fixtures across the length and breadth of the 
country the Easter break provides an ideal opportunity 
for many to go racing, with children allowed in free 
a major selling point compared to other sports and 
leisure activities.

“Following on from record numbers at Christmas, we’ve 
seen brilliant crowds over Easter, highlighting the 
importance of staging racing when the vast majority of 
the public can attend.

“The credit must go to the forward-thinking racecourse 
teams for ensuring competitive racing as well putting 
on a wide range of other entertainment to help draw a 
diverse crowd.”

Rod Street, Chief Executive of Great British Racing, 
said: “The increases in attendance over Easter come 
on the back of the very positive figures for Christmas 
and those for 2016 which saw racing regain its position 
as the second best attended sport.

“Over the Easter period, racecourses worked hard to 
put on brilliant family entertainment in addition to the 
quality racing they staged and, with children under 18 
free, the sport is a great day out for all the family.”

Excellent Easter see Attendances               
Hit Record Levels
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The RCA was proud to form part of a keynote panel 
at Drinkaware’s annual conference at London’s QE2 
Centre on the topic of the partnership between the 
charity and the sports/leisure sectors in promoting 
responsible drinking choices to the public.

British Racecourses, via the RCA, became the first 
major sporting partner of the Drinkaware in 2014 and 
subsequently launched the national ‘Pace Yourself’ 
campaign which promotes free drinking water at 
bars and encourages racegoers to intersperse their 
alcoholic drinks with water or soft drinks.

The conference was held in celebration of 
Drinkaware’s 10th anniversary and featured papers 
from Carolyn Harris MP (Shadow Home Affairs 
Minister) and Philip Kolvin QC (Chair of London’s Night 
Time Commission). Both speakers highlighted the 
importance of safe, enjoyable drinking to the public’s 
wellbeing and stressed the benefits of Drinkaware in 
providing objective advice on how to do so responsibly. 

As Chair of London’s Night Time Commission, Philip 
Kolvin QC was particularly keen to stress the benefits 
of working in partnership with contemporaries to share 
best practice.

Racecourse Services Executive Paul Swain, who 
manages the RCA’s partnership with Drinkaware, was 
encouraged by the response from the conference. “It 

was a fantastic opportunity to demonstrate the work 
undertaken by British Racecourses in promoting 
responsible drinking to customers and I am grateful 
for the opportunity provided by Drinkaware. Many 
of the delegates who had not experienced a day’s 
racing were enthused by our Pace Yourself campaign 
and appreciated our collaborative approach to this 
important subject.

“Our work is by no means done and we will continue 
to work with Drinkaware to promote responsible 
drinking across the sport. The results of our most 
recent Quality Assured Racecourse assessments 
suggest racecourses are improving year on year, 
with the average score awarded by VisitEngland and 
VisitScotland now in excess of a ‘good’ rating.

Chris Grayson, Senior Business Development 
Manager at Drinkaware, commented “We were 
delighted to welcome the Racecourse Association to 
our Annual Conference as part of our panel on the 
power of sport and leisure in an effective partnership to 
educate the public on responsible drinking choices. 

“It was a special event for the charity, with it being our 
tenth anniversary, and we are grateful to all British 
Racecourses via the RCA for the levels of engagement 
demonstrated with our partnership.”

Drinkaware Annual Conference

Words by Paul Swain
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Raceday Experience Group

The Raceday Experience Group met on Tuesday 25 April and was represented by:

Paul Swain   (Chair)
Sam Cone   (ARC)
David Fraser   (Harrison:Fraser)
Sophie Hellyer   (Jockey Club Racecourses)
Ashley Moon   (Hamilton Park)

Gregg Taylor   (GBR)
Jill Turner   (Chelmsford City)
Joanna Wales   (Ascot)
Amy Swales   (York)

A key part of each meeting is the dissemination of best practice amongst racecourses. The results of April’s good 
ideas roundtable are below:

Racecourse/Organisation
 
GBR:  Gregg Taylor confirmed 
that GBR would look to produce 
a follow-up to 2016’s Digital 
Bible to ensure racecourses had 
a contemporary guide to digital 
marketing. 

Chelmsford City:  Jill Turner stated 
that due to popular demand, a 
range of pop-up coffee outlets 
would be installed for key racedays 
at Chelmsford City.

Ascot: Joanna Wales confirmed 
Ascot was in the process of a 
significant signage/wayfinding audit 
to help racegoers around the site 
and to reflect the racecourse’s new 
branding. 

Hamilton Park: Ashley Moon 
highlighted two complimentary 
gifts to enhance the customer 
experience at Hamilton Park—
luxury toiletries for stable staff and 
balloons for children on Family 
Days. 

York:  Amy Swales stated that all 
turnstiles at York Racecourse now 
accepted cash and card which 
would significantly reduce queue 
times. 
ARC: Sam Cone detailed the 
ARC ‘Silk Series’ for female jockeys 
which will be run throughout the 

season at ARC Ladies Days. 
He added the finale would be at 
Doncaster’s St Leger Festival 
Ladies Day with a portion of 
proceeds from the series donated to 
Cancer Research UK. 

Jockey Club Racecourses:  Sophie 
Hellyer stated that racegoers 
participating in the fashion parade 
at Aintree were presented with a 
complimentary photograph as a 
take-home gift.

7 Things You Need to Know                           
From the Meeting....

Back to content page

We want to hear from you! 
All members of the Raceday Experience Group are representatives of racecourses around the 
country. The Group reaffirmed their commitment to pass on key details of the meetings to you, 
and if there’s anything you’d like to add to our agenda in future please do not hesitate to contact 
your Group representative or Paul Swain at the RCA.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

2017 is the Year of Service
David Fraser’s 5 minute presentation of Year of Service told us one thing—this is a rich area of 
study with countless examples of best practice in providing quality customer service. The Group 
agreed the forthcoming workshops should be hosted regionally to ensure maximum attendance 
from the appropriate racecourse staff.

Thursday 16 November—Save the date!
The Showcase & Awards will take place on Thursday 16 November at Newbury Racecourse. 
We are looking forward to working with the Newbury team to host what promises to be another 
fantastic event. 

It’s time to consider the Showcase Awards
The Showcase Awards will officially launch in the coming weeks, with enhanced collateral 
including: more detailed category descriptions, supporting comms for the judging panel and 
judging process and the Showcase Surgery. Should you need further support when starting the 
Showcase process, we’re happy to come and meet the team to discuss what initiatives could be 
put forward this year. 

Pimp My Horseshoe
GBR’s Kids Go Free campaign will continue in force this summer with a renewed emphasis on 
the 11-16 demographic. Fun activities such as ‘design a horseshoe’ and ‘hip clop commentator 
karaoke’ will be trialed in addition to a new, stylish creative. The campaign will run under 
#StirrUpSummer and full guidance notes will be provided in advance of June.

Quality Across the Board
We are delighted to confirm all racecourses will now receive an annual assessment from either 
VisitEngland or VisitScotland as part of the Quality Assured Racecourse Scheme. Previously, 
a selection of Scottish Racecourses would only receive a biennial assessment, meaning the 
provision of RCA Excellence Accolades and overall benchmarking was uneven. 

The Next Meeting
The next Raceday Experience Meeting will take place on Monday 10 July at the BHA Offices,
75 High Holborn, London from 11am.

The full schedule of meetings can be found on the RCA website here. 
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Musselburgh Racecourse enjoyed huge success in 
2016, collecting a Showcase Award for best Event 
and they were recently awarded three Excellence 
Accolades as part of the VisitScotland Quality Assured 
Racecourse Scheme.

Not resting on their laurels though, Musselburgh are 
already looking to the future and one of the ways they 
have done this is through their 2017 Student Day which 
was held on 24 March. It was the second time they 
had run the event and the student friendly package 
produced fantastic results once again.

For just £8.99 students got admission for the day to the 
mid-week jumps meeting, a drink, racecard, £2 Tote 
Bet and talk from a tipster to help them pick a winner or 
two.

The crowd of 1,679 included 172 racegoers on the 
student package and returned an increased bar 
revenue of more than £3,000 on an average raceday. 
It was so successful that they are introducing another 
student package for ‘Friday Night at the Races’ on 26 
May.

Aisling Johnston, Marketing Manager at 
Musselburgh, said: “It created a young and vibrant 
atmosphere on the day and we are confident that many 
of these students will be future racegoers. Off the back 
of this, we have now rolled out this package to a key 
raceday in May.”

Another way that Musselburgh are looking to the 
future away from raceday activity is through their work 
with the local community. Their excellent community 
engagement programme features a number of 
initiatives and projects which are delivering real value 
to the surrounding area. 

On 12 May as part of Racing Together’s Give & Gain
Day they will be supporting Musselburgh Grammar
School’s Employability Programme. Five members of 
the team will work with around 20 school pupils and 
staff to see what employability needs the school has so 
they can help them address them.

Racecourse in Focus

Words by Will Aitkenhead

Back to content page
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Badge Posters

8 copies of the large poster 
and 4 copies of the A4 sized 
poster for 2017 have been 
sent to all racecourses.  Extra 
copies and electronic copies 
are available on request.

RCA & Press Badge 
Lists

Copies of the 2017 lists 
of RCA and Press Badge 
holders are available on 
request.

Missing Badges
RCA: 164, 209, 235, 317, 467, 479, 835, 908, 1216, 1255, 1839,  
 1840, 2059, 2137, 2172, 2312
Press:  103
PJA:  9, 58, 69, 88, 145, 146, 160, 237, 259, 312, 315, 327, 333,  
 352
NTF: 244,  300, 301, 426, 427, 507, 508, 672, 833, 834, 846,
 847,878, 879, 909, 910, 1096, 1097, 1136, 1327, 1328,  
 1347, 1348
Officials: 78

Racecourse Groundstaff Courses
The date and location for the remaining 2017 Racecourse Groundstaff Courses have now been finalised 
as follows:

19-24 November 2017  – Turf Management at The British Racing School

For more information on upcoming IOG courses or to reserve a place on the above course please contact 
Lisa Gray at the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 
Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Tel: 01908 312511.

Technical

Badges & PASS 2017

Back to content page
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Words by Holly Cook

Technical

That, in response to demand, and in conjunction with 
the BHA and RCA, the RCA Medical Adviser has 
developed a Major Incident Awareness Course, which 
will be delivered via a series of training days during 
2017. 
       
Regional events are planned for the South (Kempton 
Park Racecourse, Wednesday 14 June 2017) and 
North (York Racecourse, Wednesday 28 June 2017).  
Places are available at a cost of £125.00 + VAT for 
RMOs and Racecourse representatives, or £175 + VAT 
for external delegates. 
       
The event is designed to appeal to racecourse medical 
teams, and other members of racecourse staff.  It is 
strongly recommended that Clerks of the Course and 
Operations Managers attend, as feedback from the first 
event, held at Warwick Racecourse on Wednesday 26 
April 2017, particularly highlighted the benefits of the 
involvement of senior racecourse decision makers.  
One Clerk of the Course commented:-
       
“I cannot recommend the course highly enough….
Several of the RMOs said they appreciated having 

Clerks of the Course in attendance ….It is all too easy 
to think we just hand over to the Emergency Services 
but we can still have a large part to play…”
            
Attendees will receive Six hours of CPD accreditation. 
        
If you require any further information, or to book your 
place, please contact Holly Cook

Back to content page

We have been delighted to have another opportunity 
this month to celebrate the winners of the 2016 
Racecourse Groundstaff Awards, sponsored by 
Pitchcare, Watt Fences and Fornells,. 

The annual Awards celebrate the hard work and 
dedication of Groundstaff across the country who 
consistently ensure the highest quality racing surfaces, 
and this month has seen the presentation of the 

awards to Ascot and Brighton Racecourses, winners in 
the Dual Purpose and Flat Categories respectively.  

We are looking forward to joining the team at 
Cartmel Racecourse to present them with the Jump 
Racecourse Award later this month.  The Cartmel team 
were also winners of the Racecourse Groundstaff 
Champions Award, presented at the 2016 RCA 
Showcase Awards.

The Racecourse Groundstaff Awards

Did You Know...
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Medical

Back to content page

May 2017RCA Update Newsletter

11



Medical

PRE HOSPITAL TRAUMA
MANAGEMENT

Course Code: PHTM

Duration: 2 Days

Maximum delegates: 12

COURSE OVERVIEW:
A comprehensive advanced trauma course designed for
UK doctors. It will enable the provider to respond and deal
with trauma emergencies and is ideal for individuals who
work in the Pre-Hospital arena and require an advanced
level of skills and interventions. This is the only UK based
trauma course designed for the British clinician as it
includes the recommended practices from bodies such as
JRCALC, NICE, the Resuscitation Council as well as the
Faculty of Pre-Hospital Care Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh.

CONTENT OVERVIEW:
Scene size up/survey, Mechanism of Injury, Rapid Trauma,
Primary and Secondary Patient Assessment, The role of
the senior clinician and trauma co-ordination, Ambulance
practitioner breakdown and their role, Airway Management
including Endotracheal intubation, LMA, i-Gel and surgical
airways, Head Trauma, Chest Trauma, Spinal Trauma and
Immobilization, Abdominal and Pelvic Trauma including
pelvic splinting, Trauma Management including fractures,
Splints, Collars, Spinal Boards, KED, Traction , Burns,
Extremes of Temperature, Fluid Resuscitation and IV
access, Documentation and recording, Elderly Trauma,
Paediatric trauma and the specifics of managing children,
The Trauma Cardiopulmonary Arrest, Barotrauma and
Decompression Injury, Skill stations including IO Access,
needle decompression and emergency surgical
cricothyrotomy, Tranexamic Acid and the effects on
heamorrhage control, CAT tourniquets, UK major trauma
centres and their role, Air support.

COURSE DATES:

25th - 26th March 2017
4th - 5th May 2017
15th - 16th June 2017
15th - 16th July 2017
13th - 14th Sept 2017
26th - 27th Oct 2017
25th - 26th Nov 2017
14th - 15th Dec 2017

AWARDING BODIES/ CERTIFICATES:
Following written and practical examinations a
certificate will be awarded which is valid for 3 years from
the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.

PRE-REQUISITES:
Students are required to be a qualified,
- Paramedic
- Nurse
- Ambulance Technician
in order to attend this course.

For more information on this
or any other course we offer
visit WWW.MEDIPRO.CO.UK

or feel free to contact us via
phone or email
01325 609030
CONTACT@MEDIPRO.CO.UK

Below are dates for our 2 day BHA Approved 
PRE HOSPITAL TRAUMA MANAGEMENT 
COURSE. 
 
15.06.2017 –  Mussleburgh 
15.07.2017–  Medipro center Darlington
13.09.2017 –  Nottingham 
26.10.2017–  Medipro center Darlington
25.11.2017 –  Cheltenham
14.12.2017–  Medipro center Darlington

Back to content page
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Race Planning

Summer Jumping Working Group

The RCA is chairing a stakeholder group which is reviewing the strategic objectives for summer jumping, following 
up one of the recommendations of the Review of British Jump Racing published in December 2015.  It’s purpose is 
to:
•  Assess the current state of Summer Jumping
•  With reference to data wherever possible and seeking the views of others outside of the Group, to identify  

 the strategic objectives for Summer Jump racing
•  Develop recommendations to support the future of Summer Jump racing
•  Create an implementation plan for Summer Jumping
Ensure equine welfare is a core consideration in any recommendations.
The Group is currently working on a set of recommendations, and the RCA will be in contact with the summer 
jumping courses for wider feedback during the next month.

Back to content page

A comprehensive turnout of courses recently attended 
RCA Fixture Forums in the North and South which 
confirmed the policies and processes governing the 
2018 Fixture List. 
 
The Fixture List process for 2018 starts on 15 May, and 
all racecourse managers will receive beforehand the 

fixture framework, a detailed timetable, Fixture Criteria 
and the 2018 Fixture Policy. 
 
If racecourses have any questions on the 2018 Fixture 
List process or policies,  please contact Claire or Ben at 
the RCA.

2018 Fixture List Process

May 2017RCA Update Newsletter

13

mailto:claire.sheppard%40racecourseassociation.co.uk?subject=
mailto:ben.cook%40racecourseassociation.co.uk?subject=


Sponsorship

Back to content page

The Sponsorship Stakes – March 2017 

 
Below is an overview of sponsorship activity in March 2017, produced by Mary-Ann Sandercock, using data provided by the 
RCA, Racing Calendar and the European Breeders Fund. 
 
General  - Races that went ahead in March: 
 

Total races                                         767 Total sponsored races                      696 91% sponsored 
Total AW races                 301 Total sponsored AW races              293 97% sponsored 
Total Turf Flat races                           - Total sponsored Turf Flat races                       - - sponsored 
Total Jumps races              466 Total sponsored Jumps races             403 86% sponsored 

 
Total Prize Value of Races Sponsored (not sponsorship contributions): £9,379,524 
 
 
Sponsorship Sectors 
 
Top 10 Sectors by number of races sponsored             Top 10 Sectors by prize value  
 

Sector Total races % of total 
sponsored 

 Sector  Value 

Betting   490    70% Betting £5,249,022 
Insurance     28      4% IT £   635,000 
Food/Drink     22      3% Insurance £   557,954 
Private/Individual     19      3% Food/Drink £   402,425 
Construction     15      2% Finance £   395,400 
Finance     13      2%  Airline £   300,000 
Tyre Suppliers     13      2%  Bloodstock £   260,500 
Bloodstock     10      1% Construction £   218,108 
Plumbing Services/Supplies       9      1% Press/Publication £   203,000 
Motoring       7      1% Private/Individual £   156.256 

 
The European Breeders Fund (EBF) jointly sponsored 2 races (in addition to 6 sole EBF sponsored races); the joint sponsors 
have been included in their respective sectors and the EBF jointly sponsored races have also been included in the Bloodstock 
sector. 
 
Top 5 Sponsors by number of races sponsored            Top 5 sponsors by prize value  
   

Sponsor Races      %   Sponsor Races Value 
Betway 111      16% Betway 111 £1,095,318 
32Red 101      14% Sun Bets   58 £   744,150 
188Bet   72      10% 32Red 101 £   628,467 
Sunbets   58        8% Timico     1 £   575,000 
Totepool   37        5% 188Bet   72 £   521,466 

 
If you have any questions about this report please contact Mary-Ann Sandercock on 07786 925803, or email 
maryannsandercock@outlook.com.       
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Lee Moulson

Regional Head of Sales 
The Jockey Club 
South West

MINUTES OF FAME 5

On what day of the week were you born and what was 
number one in the charts?
Saturday 
Message in a Bottle The Police 

When you were a child what did you want to be when 
you grew up?
A Jockey

What makes you tick?
Competition and structure

What's your guilty pleasure?
Joseph - The Stage Show

What is your favourite racing memory?
Viking Flagship, Deep Sensation, and Travado fighting 
out the 1994 Queen Mother-Breathtaking  

What’s the daftest work related question you have 
ever been asked?
What do you do in the summer?!! 

Which tune is the most played on your iTunes 
Anything by The Beautiful South 

Name one thing drives you crazy?
Laziness

If you weren’t at work today, what might you be doing 
instead 
Swimming, Cycling and Running 

If you were writing your autobiography the name of it 
would be ----------
Jumped Off Made All 

What do you find most rewarding?
Providing exceptional service 

What is your most bizarre talent
Pole Dancing

What is something about you that most people don’t 
know
I sold my first pony Minty to the Royal Family 

Back to content page
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Great British Racing

Easter Racing Weekend 

Ahead of the world-famous Randox Health Grand 
National on Saturday 8 April, we launched a unique 
and fun web-app called Mane Match - 
www.manematch.co.uk giving fans a helping hand in 
picking their horse. The app included all 40 horses 
taking part in the race, with users being able to narrow 
down the search for their dream horse using filters 
based on name, age, silks colour and odds.

The app was launched in Liverpool in front of the iconic 
Liver Building and a horse WhatsApp chat was also 
created to help promote it. 

Mane Match featured on City AM, The Sun, Daily 
Telegraph, Daily Mirror and Liverpool Echo to name a 
few, plus radio outlets including BBC Radio 5Live and 
BBC Radio 2. The app received half a million in-game 
engagements, with over 30k sessions, while the Horse 
WhatsApp chat video had over 225k views. 

In addition, a Randox Health Grand National animation 
video was created to further promote the race to a new 
audience. The video highlighted 177 years of history 
into 90 seconds and aimed at giving those unfamiliar 
with the race a crash course in what to expect. The 
video can be watched here.

The Randox Health Grand National

With four days to enjoy the long weekend, there was 
plenty of racing on offer and we wanted to help raise 
awareness of the 20 fantastic fixtures taking place over 
Easter. 

We designed special chocolate Easter eggs which 
were sent to regional media highlighting the family 
activities and racing happening at each course. 

For more information, go to: gbraci.ng/Easter 

Back to content page
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Great British Racing
Stobart Champion Jump Jockey

Richard Johnson was crowned Stobart Champion 
Jump Jockey for a second successive time on 
Saturday, 29 April at Sandown  Park Racecourse, 
following an incredible season which has seen him 
notch up 183 winners for 122 trainers and 446 owners. 

Stobart Champion Conditional Jockey

Words by Hanisa North

Harry Cobden has set his sights on joining the 100 club 
after he was crowned Stobart Champion Conditional 
Jockey. The 18 year old ended 24 wins clear of David 
Noonan in second, taking 62 wins from 322 rides and 
47 trainers. 

Back to content page

In The Paddock - Ian Wright and AP McCoy 

Sir Anthony McCoy, the 20-times Champion Jump 
Jockey, took time out of his busy schedule to meet 
ex-England and Arsenal striker Ian Wright and his 
racehorse, the aptly named Born To Finish at the 
training yard of Jeremy Gask in Stockbridge near 
Andover. 

McCoy was back in familiar territory as he donned his 
riding gear to put the four-year-old gelding through his 
paces on the gallops at the training yard, as well as 
chatting to Arsenal’s former record goal scorer about 
the fun and excitement of racehorse ownership. 

Wright is part of the ownership syndicate Crowd Racing 
Partnership who own Born to Finish, and have enjoyed 
significant success, including a hat trick of wins in less 
than two weeks that started on New Year’s Eve last 
year at Lingfield Park and was completed at Kempton 
Park on 11 January. 

The event featured as an exclusive in the Sun and the 
video can be watched here - 
https://youtu.be/OjLOAyAu8Ho.  

Go to http://www.inthepaddock.co.uk/ for more 
information.  
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If you have any feedback 
or questions regarding the 

Members Club please do not 
hesitate to contact Bobby on 

0207 152 0132 or 
bjackson@greatbritishracing.
com, we would be delighted to 

hear from you.

Words by Bobby Jackson

Great British Racing International

A Fantastic Time for British-Bred Horses

Back to content page

The GBRI Members Club has 
been inundated with requests from 
international owners to visit British 
racecourses. So far, members have 
visited courses all over the British 
Isles, from Bath to Newcastle, 
Cheltenham to Newmarket.

Future trips to Britain to enjoy the 
racing here have already been 
planned too with members looking 

forward to attending York’s Dante 
Meeting as well as the Oaks and 
Derby at Epsom. One international 
owner has been extra organised 
and booked a table in the restaurant 
at Sedgefield on Boxing Day!

As ever, we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all racecourses 
for their continued support of the 
initiative.

GBRI Members Club

British-bred horses have been firing on all cylinders 
across the globe recently, both Flat and Jumps.

In April alone, there were six individual British-bred 
Grade 1 winners, of which five were over Jumps. Tea 
For Two and Yanworth made it a British-bred double 
at Aintree and Sizing John, Unowhatimeanharry and 
Wicklow Brave made it a treble at the Punchestown 
Festival. On the other side of the world, Polarisation 
was successful in the Sydney Cup at Royal Randwick 
for Godolphin and trainer Charlie Appleby.

The success of Sizing John at Punchestown meant 
that he made it a Gold Cup hat-trick this season: Irish 
Gold Cup, Cheltenham Gold Cup and Punchestown 
Gold Cup. This was something that no horse had done 
before so particular attention was paid to this feat in the 
marketing that was carried out.

Through GBRI’s partnership with the TBA, promotion 
of these victories was done through press releases to 
international media, on social media platforms, through 
adverts run in appropriate international publications 
as well as sending mail outs to a global yet targeted 
audience.
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The winners were honoured for the final year of the 
Martin Wills Writing Awards at a special reception 
at Newmarket on 18 April, at which ‘old boys’ Chris 
McGrath and Don McClean spoke affectionately about 
the impetus the competition’s recognition had brought to 
their early careers as journalists.

A record entry was a fitting end after 25 years of this 
most-cherished fine writing prize, which awards age-
category prizes for compositions related to racing.
The talented winners came from a variety of 
backgrounds and all presented passion and flair in 
their writing. The under 12 winner, 11-year-old Mick 
McGuinness from Belfast in Co. Antrim, wrote about his 
experience watching the 2016 Champion Chase while 
reflecting on the more mundane activities being endured 
by his schoolmates. 

The under 12 category was only introduced in 2016 
owing to the large number of entries received in the 
under 15 section; this expansion coincided with the 
involvement of Racing to School and the National 
Heritage Centre in Newmarket.

The winning articles will be published in the Racing Post 
and The Irish Field. The under 26 winner, Molly Hunter, 

will also have the opportunity of work experience at the 
Racing Post and for a year retain a bronze trophy of two 
galloping horses by Gill Wiles.

Words by Emily Tickridge

Racing To School

Last Chapter of the 2017 Martin Wills 
Writing Awards 

Back to content page

www.racingtoschool.co.uk

Racing to School had a busy couple of weeks over the 
Easter holidays with the Riders’ Programme active at six 
racecourses across the country, involving seven Areas of 
the Pony Club. 

The Programme is aimed at increasing knowledge of the 
sport and its opportunities to young people who have 

already shown an interest in horses. Pony Club members 
were given a fun and informative day, visiting all the 
areas of the racecourse, many of which are not open to 
the public. As well as watching the afternoon racing, the 
group were also offered the opportunity to get on board 
an equicizer to put their skills and fitness to the test. 

A Busy Easter for Pony Clubbers and the Riders’ Programme

Chance of Lifetime with National Trainer

A ‘Horse daft’ Perthside pupil is about to embark on work experience at 
the home of National Hero One for Arthur. A school enquiry to organise a 
Racing to School day at Perth led to a kind offer by Lucinda Russell to give 
this exciting opportunity to one mad keen pupil. 

Two prize winners Mick and Molly 
overlooking Newmarket parade ring
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The Give & Gain concept promotes employee 
volunteering for the benefit of local communities and a 
wide range of racing bodies have been keen to embrace 
this initiative in the past. This year, Racing Together 
partners, the RCA and BHA are among those committed 
to ‘giving back’ as part of Racing Together’s Give & Gain 
day on 12 May.

A number of racecourses and organisations have 
been quick to sign up to this special day, and just one 
of the planned activities involves the charity Active Communities Network bringing a group of Year 9 pupils from 
a South London School to the BHA offices for a Careers and activity day. Welcoming the young people will be 
representatives from Racing to School, BHA, GBRi, the ROA and The Jockey Club.

Words by Adam Harman
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Racing Together

Racing Together’s Give & Gain Day 2017 

Take The Reins 17 
Take The Reins 17 is a collaboration of youth charities 
working with racing in a new national initiative to introduce 
young people from all backgrounds to the sport.

Following on from a Careers day at Lingfield Park, an 
event took place at Richard Fahey’s Yard and Jack Berry 
House on 21 April. 

A group of young people attached to the Flying Futures 
charity attended the day, including three new recruits 
to the Northern Racing College. A behind-the-scenes 
tour of the yard gave the group an insight into the inner 
workings of the business. Getting up close to the horses 

was, of course, a real highlight, so too the Q & A sessions 
with jockey Adam McNamara and Richard Fahey.

The group were also lucky enough to have a tour of 
the Injured Jockeys Fund rehabilitation centre, Jack 
Berry House, which was a fantastic end to this unique 
experience.

To let us know how you played on Racing Together’s 
Give & Gain day, and to discuss your on-going 
community initiatives or ideas, please contact Adam 
Harman.

To get involved in this special day, please contact 
Community Engagement Manager

Adam Harman.
E: adam@racingtoschool.co.uk 

Mobile: 07387 260 980

Meeting with Adam McNamara at Musley Bank
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Back in 2015, the BHA and HBLB worked with the 
University of Liverpool to create a Thoroughbred 
Horseracing Industries MBA programme, combining the 
strength of a world class MBA with the specialist needs 
of the British horseracing industry. The programme 
has been designed for individuals already working in 
racing, or anyone wishing to embark upon a career 
in the industry and aims to develop business skills, 
vocational training, strategic thinking and innovation for 
the benefit of racing organisations, stakeholders and 
the industry as a whole. 

Students who enrolled on the inaugural course are 
now in the home straight having recently completed 
their twelfth, and final, module. The Racing Foundation 
offered 2 scholarship places to charity staff on this 
course and feedback has been excellent, with the 
overall opinion that the MBA provides benefits to 
individuals, their charities and the wider industry.
 
The Trustees of the Racing Foundation are delighted to 
announce they have now pledged two further charity 
scholarships for the MBA course, per year, for the 
2017-18 and 2018-19 intake. 

It is hoped these scholarships will enable charities 
to benefit from the latest business thinking, improve 
organisational capacity and further develop their 
financial, strategic and management systems.

The MBA is being run as a 2-year part-time course, 
designed specifically for candidates in current 
employment. This year’s course will start at the end of 

September and applications need to be submitted by 
mid-August.

Anyone interested in learning more about the MBA 
course and whether they are eligible for a Racing 
Foundation scholarship should visit our website:
www.racingfoundation.co.uk/latest-news or contact 
the MBA’s Director of Studies, Neil Coster: 
neil.coster@liverpool.ac.uk.
 
For those who do not work for a charity but are 
interested in the MBA course, there are other types 
of scholarships and funding arrangements available. 
Please contact Neil for further details.

Further Charity Scholarships now Available for the Racing 
Industry MBA Course

The Racing Foundation

Words by Tansy Challis
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Are you affected by problem gambling or perhaps 
someone close to you is being affected?

Problem gambling can result in much more than 
losing money.  It can lead to depression and isolation, 
problems with work and relationships and a lack 
of motivation to do anything else as gambling can 
become an obsessive pre-occupation.  Problem 
gambling can lead to serious debt, mental health 
issues and even criminal activity, which can affect 
people throughout their lives.

If you work or are retired from the horseracing or 
breeding industry or a close dependant of someone 
from the industry then free, specialist help is available 

through Racing Welfare’s partnership with Breakeven.  
Counselling will be offered via the telephone, Skype or 
face to face.

To access help you can:

• Self- refer to Breakeven’s Helpline directly on 
01273 833722 (please mention Racing Welfare)

• Contact Racing’s Supportline and request a referral 
on 0800 6300443.

• Call into your local welfare office for support from 
our team who can help you refer.

Remember this help is free of charge and can be 
accessed from anywhere in the UK.

Support with Problem Gambling

Racing Welfare

Back to content page

Stop Press:
We’ve still got a handful of places available for the 
RideLondon Surrey 100 cycle ride on 30 July 2017.
A true legacy of the London 2012 Olympics, there 
is no other closed road cycling event quite like the 
RideLondon Surrey 100 Ride.

This challenges starts at 06:00 in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, then follows a 100-mile route on closed 
roads through the capital and into Surrey’s stunning 
countryside. With leg-testing climbs and a route made 
famous by the world’s best cyclists at the London 2012 
Olympics, it's a truly spectacular event for all involved. 

The Prudential RideLondon-Surrey 100 finishes on The 
Mall in central London, shortly before 150 professional 
cyclists race in the Prudential RideLondon-Surrey 
Classic on a similar route.

Entries close for this event on 26 May, so please get 
in touch with cascroft@racingwelfare.co.uk if you are 
interested in taking part and raising money for Racing 
Welfare at the same time.

Words by Rachel Cawley
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The Thoroughbred Club

TTC Full Members have priority access to all our events and can book a place via the Events page on the 
website thethoroughbredclub.co.uk

Change of Executive

Words by Joseph de Souza

The Thoroughbred Club, now its second full year of 
existence, has shown a real drive and desire to support 
16-30 year olds within the racing and thoroughbred 
breeding industry as well as those who want to join it. 
The Club promotes all aspects of horse racing, starting 
with the birth of a Thoroughbred foal and following 
every step a horse takes towards the racetrack. We 
are privileged to have a great support network within 
the industry, and as a result are able to offer members 
exclusive access and exciting events throughout the 
year. So far this year, the Club has hosted a hugely 
successful exhibition at the Osborne Gallery in London 
entitled ‘Equine Photography and Sculpture’, as well as 
Cheltenham Festival preview sponsored by Lycetts. 
 
The success of the Club to date has been largely down 
to the enthusiasm and hard work of its first executive, 
Tallulah Lewis, who has now departed for a new role 
at Weatherbys.  We are delighted to welcome Joseph 
de Souza as the new Club Executive, who gives us his 
views below.
 
‘Horseracing has always been a major part of my life, 
and I am fortunate to have worked in some of the 
major players within the industry before joining the 
Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association. I started at The 
Jockey Club working on course and after a brief stint 
in the leisure industry took up a role with Ladbrokes 
horseracing. It’s a welcome change to be working on 

all things horse related, not just racing. I cannot wait 
to take the Thoroughbred Club members on our next 
event – an exclusive tour of Manor House Stables 
followed by racing a Chester‘.

Back to content page
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The National Heritage Centre for 
Horseracing & Sporting Art

Words by Clarissa Daly

      Racing into History – The National Heritage              
Centre For Horseracing & Sporting Art, at Palace 
House Newmarket is the first Sporting Museum

to be Shortlisted as an Art Fund Museum 
of the Year Finalist.

Art Fund announced that the National Heritage Centre for 
Horseracing & Sporting Art is one of the five museums 
which have been selected as finalists for Art Fund 
Museum of the Year 2017, the world’s largest and most 
prestigious prize for museums. 

The museums are: The Lapworth Museum of Geology, 
Birmingham; The National Heritage Centre for 
Horseracing & Sporting Art, Newmarket; Sir John Soane’s 
Museum, London; Tate Modern, London; and The 
Hepworth Wakefield. 

The announcement was made by Stephen Deuchar, Art 
Fund’s Director, at an event at the British Museum. It 
was followed by a discussion about the role of museums 
with Hartwig Fischer, Director of the British Museum, 
member of the 2017 jury; Tristram Hunt, Director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, Art Fund Museum of the Year 
2016; and Sarah Munro, Director of the Baltic Centre for 
Contemporary Art.

This year’s jury, chaired by Dr Stephen Deuchar CBE, 
comprises: Professor Richard Deacon CBE; Dr Hartwig 
Fischer; Munira Mirza; and Jo Whiley. 

The winning museum, which will receive £100,000, will 
be announced at a ceremony at the British Museum on 
Wednesday 5 July 2017. In addition, for the first time this 
year, the other shortlisted museums will receive £10,000 
each in recognition of their achievements. 

Speaking on behalf of the jury, Stephen Deuchar said: 
‘Each of these museums has had a remarkable year, 
reaching - in a range of ways - new heights in their efforts 

to serve and inspire their visitors.   Whether unveiling new 
buildings, galleries, displays or public programmes, all the 
finalists have shown a real commitment to innovation and 
experimentation, offering fresh perspectives and news 
ways of seeing and understanding their collections’. 

Chris Garibaldi, Director National Heritage Centre for 
Horseracing & Sporting Art: "We are thrilled and indeed 
honoured to have been selected as a finalist for Art Fund 
Museum of the Year 2017. It is wonderful to be one of just 
five museums and galleries across the U.K. to have been 
shortlisted and we are very proud to have been included 
in the selection. It recognises so much hard work on the 
part of our fantastic staff, volunteers, Trustees and the 
many supporters who have put their faith in the project 
over many years.

The redevelopment project which has resulted in 
the creation of a world class tourist attraction in the 
new National Heritage Centre is transformational 
for Newmarket and we hope the town will join us in 
celebrating this magnificent achievement - to reach the 
shortlist is a very significant accolade in its own right but 
we would like everyone to visit the National Heritage 
Centre and contribute to the campaign from now until the 
end of June to say why they think we should win.

This project has never been just about restoring important 
heritage buildings and providing much improved galleries 
for our collections, it is about putting the community at the 
heart of everything we do and celebrating what makes 
Newmarket unique. I think it's also an incredible 'feather in 
the cap' of racing for its national museum to be included in 
this shortlist - the first time in the fourteen year history of 
the prize for a sporting museum to be selected."

This year Art Fund is asking visitors to the five 
finalists to share their best museum stories, reviews, 
photos, memories and moments using @artfund 
#museumoftheyear
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About Palace House Newmarket

Opening Hours: 10am – 5pm daily
All Tickets are valid for 12 months from date of purchase*

General Admission:    £16.50
Concessions:    £15.50
Children (5-16 years):   £9.50
Family (2 adults and 4 children):  £40.00
On 3 November 2016 Her Majesty the Queen opened the new 
National Heritage Centre for Horseracing & Sporting Art.  

Situated in the remaining elements of Charles II’s sporting palace 
and stables it spans five acres in the heart of Newmarket and 
comprises three complementary attractions: 

The National Horseracing Museum (NHRM Registered Charity No. 
283656), the Fred Packard Galleries of British Sporting Art (BSAT 
Registered Charity No. 274156) and a new flagship yard for 
Retraining of Racehorses Charity (Registered Charity No. 1084787). 

*Terms and Conditions apply
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European Breeders' Fund

British European Breeders’ Fund Continue to Lead Industry 
Investment in Prize Money for 2017
The British European Breeders’ Fund have announced a record equalling £1.7million investment into UK prize 
money for 2017.  The organisation, which is funded primarily by subscriptions from UK based stallion owners, will 
maintain the level of investment seen in 2016, bringing the total contribution by the EBF to UK racing to just over 
£31.5million since its inception in 1983. 

Charged with the task of re-investing the generously provided income from UK based stallion owners directly in to 
prize money; it is one of the leading sponsors of racing in the UK:

Top 10 Sponsors by number of races 
sponsored (2016)

Top 10 sponsors by prize value (2016)

SPONSOR RACES %AGE SPONSOR RACES VALUE
Totepool 734 9% QIPCO 36 £10,339,025
32Red 635 8% Totepool 734 £7,693,497

EBF 630 8% EBF 630 £7,106,951

BEBF funding is distributed to nearly every racecourse in the British Isles and is guided by a strong set of under-
pinning principles to help focus investment where it is needed most. Although the British EBF works with both 
Jockey Club Racecourses and Arena Racing, nearly half its annual funding is distributed among the independent 
racecourses.

The 2017 contributions are headlined by the return of the highly successful EBF Breeders’ Fillies Series, which 
sees a renewed investment of over £300,000. Initially launched in 2016, this programme of 20 races, covering 
sprint to middle distance contests, is designed to produce valuable handicap opportunities for fillies, aged three 
years old and up, to race competitively throughout the flat season. To further enhance the programme, the 
Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association have again offered a bonus worth up to £25,000 to any qualifying filly that 
wins one of the valuable EBF finals on 7 October.

In line with the British EBF’S remit to support a minimum of 70% of the two-year-old races year on year, the largest 
proportion of the annual re-investment from stallion owners is in this area of the programme and accounts for 33% 
of the total BEBF prize money distribution.

Support has again been given to the All-Weather Championships initiative with an investment in qualifying races 
of nearly £50,000, as part of an overall support of all-weather racing in the UK of £125,000. A further £125,000 will 
again be allocated to support National Hunt races including the EBF Novice Hurdle Series.  

Back to content page

Nick Rust, Chief Executive of the British Horseracing Authority (BHA):
“The contribution that the EBF makes to the sport through prize money and sponsorship is tremendous. 
Of particular value is the support for both fillies and stayers, two areas of the British thoroughbred breed 
that the industry must invest in, to ensure a healthy and vibrant future as an integral part of the racing 
programme and to maintain the great diversity that exists within the sport.”
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British Horseracing Authority

The recently published Racing blog contained data on 
the first quarter of 2017, summarised below:

Key jump statistics from first quarter:

• Low abandonments leading to more jump races 
staged in quarter one than previous four years, 
with 1,211 staged

• Jump field sizes remained stable despite the 
increase in races staged, linked to stable going 
conditions

• Number of jump horses in training broadly 
unchanged year on year

• Increased number of flat races due to additional 
Saturday evening fixtures

• Flat field sizes increased from 8.28 to 8.65, linked 
to conversion of Newcastle further detailed below

Impact of the all-weather course at Newcastle

At the end of the first core all-weather period, we’re 
pleased to report the introduction of an all-weather 
track at Newcastle Racecourse, which provided a cost-
effective option for northern trainers to run through the 
winter period, resulted in an additional 934 runners 
taking to the all-weather between 1 November and 31 
March. 

Consequently, the share of runners provided by the 
north increased from 18 per cent to 25 per cent. 
The graphic below shows the additional runners 
recorded over this period year-on-year.

Racing Blog

Back to content page

Words by Sheena Coffey

The Racing blog now also features a section where questions submitted 
to the BHA via the new Racingquestions@britishhorseracing.com 
email address or via Twitter are answered. 

The full blog is available here:
http://www.britishhorseracing.com/bha-racing-blog-key-data-first-quarter-              
2017-questions-answered/
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RaceTech

May is one of our busiest months as the flat season 
starts to unfold, with our extended teams spread 
across the country capturing all the excitement from 
every possible angle.  RaceTech CEO John Bozza, 
just back from Scotland and the north, continues his 
tour meeting racecourse MD’s and executives’ country 
wide. John has been impressed with the action and 
initiatives around the courses he has visited so far.  

Thank you to all the racecourses who recently took 
part in the RaceTech RCTV Survey presented by the 
RCA.  The results were really useful for us and showed 
the majority of racecourses view RCTV as an effective 
means of communication.  It also indicated that there is 
more we can do to explain what is available, including 
latest screen technology solutions and how RCTV is 
such a beneficial marketing tool.  

As part of our on-going communication with our 
customers regarding RCTV, our Media representatives 
are presenting the latest proposals and ideas to the 
nine Yorkshire courses this month at the Go Racing 
in Yorkshire Marketing Forum on 8 May.  This is a 
perfect opportunity for racecourses to see how the 

creative graphics and screen shots we provide, will 
enhance their customer experience and get important 
promotional messages across. 

With the imminent closure of the Tote Pool 
betting monopoly in 2018, Ascot recently made 
an announcement regarding their own future on-
course pool betting service - AscotBet, partnering 
with BetFred.  We look forward to hearing how 
other courses will take this forward and working 
with racecourses to open up this new and important 
revenue stream.  Having worked with Chester and 
Bangor-On-Dee for some time promoting their in-house 
pool betting service, we look forward to discussing 
ideas and suggestions with other courses to maximise 
this opportunity using new technology for best on-
screen and broadcast promotion.

RaceTech is proud to join up with RMG to support IJF/
JETS new Media Internship Programme for jockeys 
interested in seeking a new career in racing media.  
The new 10-week course includes all aspects of 
working in the media from presenting on camera to the 
many roles behind the scenes.  

Lastly, thank you 
to everyone who 
supported John Bozza 
in the London Marathon 
running for the Injured 
Jockey’s Fund. 

As mentioned before, 
John will be keeping his 
fitness up throughout the 
summer to compete in 
the Chester Marathon 
in October with the aim 
to raise as much as 
possible for the same 
cause. 

Words by Kate Hills
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Watt Fences
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 Watt Fences Suppliers of Fornells Crowd Barrier 

 

 
At the beginning of the year Pontefract Racecourse embarked on a 
challenging improvement scheme to their Parade Ring. The old parade 
ring was on a substantial slope with a post and 2 rail wood fence around 
the perimeter. A huge amount of thought and planning had to go into 
the new design to ensure a safer paddock that satisfied BHA guidelines. 
The new paddock comprises of Fornells Crowd barrier with 10100 
running rail around the paddock, safety gates leading to the winner’s 
enclosure, 3 new walkways into the paddock and new cushion mat 
flooring throughout. 
Watt Fences supplied all of the Fornells products and spent 6 weeks 
installing them all ready for their opening meeting on the 11th April. 
Fornells Crowd Barrier and Running Rail are in use at numerous 
racecourses, show and sports grounds across the UK and they have an 
exemplary safety record and appearance; they are an excellent product 
for use in all public areas. Both products are made from long-life PVC 
materials and they are available in different formats according to the 
location and available budgets. A range of Fornells gates are available to 
suit all requirements of running rail and crowd barrier. 
Pontefract’s Managing Director, Norman Gundill, said: 
‘Bill Watt and his team were excellent, firstly in helping to devise 
solutions to the unique problems that the location of our Parade Ring 
caused and secondly in carrying out all the work. They also worked in 
harmony with all other contractors and especially our ground staff who 
had a great deal to do levelling surrounding areas, turfing, preparing the 
ground for the hedging  between the crowd and running rails, putting up 
signage, tidying up and attending to the minor but essential final details. 
The scheme has received universal praise and we are delighted with it.’ 
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had to go into the new design to ensure a safer paddock that 
satisfied BHA guidelines. The new paddock comprises of Fornells 
Crowd barrier with 10100 running rail around the paddock, safety 
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weeks installing them all ready for their opening meeting on the 
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are made from long-life PVC materials and they are available in 
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A range of Fornells gates are available to suit all requirements of 
running rail and crowd barrier.

Pontefract’s Managing Director, Norman Gundill, said: ‘Bill Watt and 
his team were excellent, firstly in helping to devise solutions to the 
unique problems that the location of our Parade Ring caused and 
secondly in carrying out all the work. They also worked in harmony 
with all other contractors and especially our ground staff who had 
a great deal to do levelling surrounding areas, turfing, preparing 
the ground for the hedging  between the crowd and running rails, 
putting up signage, tidying up and attending to the minor but 
essential final details.
 
The scheme has received universal praise and we are delighted 
with it.’

Watt Fences Suppliers of Fornells Crowd Barrier
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After a strong start to the growing season in March growth rates dropped 
off across most of the country through April as both adequate soil 
temperature and available moisture were in short supply across many 
areas of the country, something which delayed the response of many 
granular applications of fertiliser however, once good weather kicks in 
the plant will start to use the fertiliser as required so a delayed response 
should be expected. May is forecast to be improved on both fronts for 
the north and west of the country whilst it looks like being a tough year 
ahead in terms of water availability for the south and east of the UK. 
Applying potassium in the spring and summer is a good strategy to 
promote drought resilience, this is because potassium is responsible for 
the functioning of stomata. Somewhat similar to our own sweat pores, 
stomata are the small pores on the surface of leaves which open and 
close in response to water demand. Research has demonstrated that an 
adequate supply of available potassium significantly increases the speed 
at which these pores can open and close, the result being increased 
water use efficiency by the plant and increased drought tolerance. 
Calcium availability also becomes restricted in dry conditions and a liquid 
foliar application to courses now will assist in cell function and replication 
leading to healthy growth, calcium also plays a role in the availability of 
many other nutrients and toughens plants against the negative effects of 
environmental stress. Furthermore, it also assists stomata function like 
potassium. The final piece in the jigsaw of plant stress tolerance is sea-
weed, when sourced from temporal cold waters it contains a very high 
percentage of plant stress hormones. When foliar applied one of the benefits of sea-weed is that it tricks the plant into preparing its 
own systems for battling stress such as severe weather or pest and disease attack.

Working alongside plant nutrition in the battle against water management are wetting agents, implementing a programme of         
suitable penetrant and residual polymer actions will allow water to move quickly away from the surface to be held further down in    
the soil profile.  

One final note is to be prepared when it comes to chafer grub and leather jacket infestations. Many people 
have been caught out this year due to either missing the entomopathogenic nematode application window last 
season or not fully understanding the increased complexity of a successful approach, in this context however 
challenging should not be confused with difficult. Start a process for monitoring the activity of adult chafer beetles 
and crane flies prior to any application to identified hot spots 4-5 weeks later. Keep an eye on this newsletter for 
further advice on this subject as the summer progresses. 

James Grundy 
Technical Manager  

Note to groundstaff – all work must be done in line with RCA instructions.
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Maxwell Bullet Calcium (8% Ca) 5L
Lebanon ProScape 25-0-12 100% MESA 100% Expo
SeaAction Liquid Seaweed (Ascophyllum nodosum)

Boxing Day’s fine weather across the majority of the 
country hopefully produced some good racing for all. 

For January there is some wintery weather forecast mid-
month. Recent trends of above average rain fall in the 
northwest of the UK are predicted to be contrasted by 
lower than average amounts in the south east.

Agronomically it is a mid-winter story of protecting the plant 
against cold harsh winds and temperatures, being alert to 
disease in any prolonged mild, damp and still periods as 
well as trying to take advantage of any opportunities for a 
maintenance cut or aeration work. Or perhaps its project 
time with planting projects to get underway.

January then, traditionally presents an opportunity 
for reflection and assessment on the previous year’s 
achievements as well as thought and contemplation with 
regards to this year’s goals and aims.

Once the active planning stage has started don’t be afraid 
to consider contacting                           to seek 
information from one of our Technical Sales Advisors 
on how our comprehensive portfolio of products and 
unrivalled customer service performance can help you to 
achieve your targets.

Consider also a visit from one of our Area Technical Sales 
Managers who fly under the flag of our sister brand                                        
                                    who will be happy to personally 
work with you in maintaining your facility to the highest of 
standards.

Finally where the bigger jobs need to be tackled and time 
and resources are not available it is 
who have the experience, expertise and reputation to 
provide you with solutions.

James Grundy 
Technical Manager 

Note to groundstaff – all work must be done in line with 
RCA instructions.
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Careers in Racing
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The careersinracing.com website is already very 
popular and received over 600,000 visitors to its 
website and job board in 2016. 

The new website has a refreshed look with content 
to suit potential employees, parents, educators 
and employers providing a wealth of guidance 
and information on the exciting and diverse career 
opportunities in the horseracing industry. Most 
importantly, the new design is also mobile friendly.

The website includes:

• A fantastic video wall 

• Interesting case studies on a variety of people 
currently working in racing including a Racing 
Groom, Stud Hand, Clerk of the Course and 
Operations Manager

• An A to Z of the different careers available in 
horseracing

• Detail about the various training and qualification 
opportunities available whatever stage you are in 
your career

• Resources for teachers, career advisors and 
parents including links to RaceDay for Schools, 
an exciting, engaging and interactive web-based 
resource which aims to extend learning in a 
number of areas related to Enterprise education 

• Industry Job Board – THE place to find a job in 
horseracing – FREE to use for all racing employers 
and job seekers.  

Take a look now!  We would welcome your feedback 
and please let us know if anything isn’t working as it 
should, please email info@careersinracing.com. 

The Redesigned Careersinracing.com 
Website and Job Board is Now Live

Words by Michelle Douglas
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