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The RCA is pleased to confirm that it has been invited 
to form part of Drinkaware’s Sport Working Group, a 
new forum established by the charity to proactively 
enhance the promotion of responsible drinking at 
sporting venues, help drive Drinkaware’s strategy and 
share insight and advice across a sporting network.

This follows the RCA, on behalf of British Racecourses, 
becoming the first major sporting partner of the charity 
and subsequently invited to form part of a keynote 
panel at the Drinkaware annual conference to discuss 
how the power of sport can assist in promoting 
responsible drinking. 

The Group will be made up of senior representation 
from other sporting bodies including football and rugby 
plus significant alcohol providers and distributors. 

Caroline Davies, Racecourse Services Director, will 
be the RCA’s representative on the panel alongside 
Paul Swain, Racecourse Services Executive. Both 
are encouraged by the formation of the group and 
are looking forward to beginning with the work. “It 
is fantastic that Drinkaware have convened this 
sport working group, something that has been in the 
planning for a period of time” Davies commented. 

“It is testament to the esteem in which our Pace 
Yourself campaign and overall partnership with 
Drinkaware is held that we have been one of the few 
sporting bodies selected to form the group. We look 
forward to sharing best practice with other attendees 
and promoting the work done at racecourses in this 
vital area to a wider stakeholder group.”

Drinkaware

proudly supports

Drinkaware Sport Working Group
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The Raceday Experience Group met on Monday 10 

July and was represented by:

Caroline Davies (Chair)
Sam Cone (ARC)
Chris Bevan (Ascot)
Kate McKee (Beverley)
Fred Motley (GBR)
Alex Eade (Goodwood)
David Fraser (Harrison:Fraser)
Steve Parlett (Jockey Club Racecourses)
Katie Wise (Jockey Club Racecourses)
Rob Boobyer (Newbury)
Paul Swain (RCA)
Amy Swales (York)

Each meeting sees the Group share new ideas and 
best practice in enhancing the customer experience at 
racecourses. Highlights of this are listed below:

Newbury— Rob Boobyer stated that Newbury 
had begun to use chatbots to assist with customer 
enquiries. He added that this would be extended to 
conference and events to assist with fielding enquiries 
and transforming them into bookings. 

York— Amy Swales stated at the recent Olly Murs 
concert at York, the racecourse announced the 
star’s arrival at the venue via the Steward’s Enquiry 
jingle which delighted racegoers and added to the 
atmosphere. 

Harrison:Fraser (Ascot)— David Fraser 
demonstrated the interactive, digital fridge displays in 
use at Royal Ascot stating how they could be used for 
advertising and/or customer experience purposes. 

Jockey Club Racecourses—Katie Wise detailed 
a new project for the Jockey Club to fill the void left 
between street food and fine dining. She stated the 
group would be investigating and rolling out a new 
bistro-style eatery which would be walk-up and allow 
customers to have a good quality meal without the 
formality of fine dining. 

Beverley— Kate McKee updated the Group on 
Beverley’s new initiative to promote skin cancer 
awareness amongst racing staff and racegoers. This 
involved working alongside Yorkshire Skin Cancer 
Research to provide UV bands to racing staff which 
denoted when UV rays were harmful and the provision 
of free sun cream to staff and racegoers visiting the 
East Yorkshire course.

Raceday Experience Group

Back to content page

Six Things You Need to Know

1
2
3
4

5
6

York

Haydock Park

Beverley

Showcase & Awards—the Group provided invaluable feedback on the seminar programme 
for this year’s marquee event. The seminar will take a theme of ‘Knowing your customer’ with a 
range of presentations and interactive sessions planned for the day. We will also look to present 
the RCA Excellence Accolades from the QAR Assessments to add some extra excitement and 
whet the appetite for the evening’s Showcase Awards. 

Get ready for the Summer Holidays!—GBR’s #StirrupSummer campaign has begun and will 
swing into full action from 24 July when the majority of schools will break up for the summer. 
Please make the most of this and promote a fun-filled summer at the races where, of course, kids 
go free. 

It’s a digital revolution…—David Fraser treated the group to a whistle-stop tour of a recent 
study expedition to Japan and South Korea to find the latest trends in the marriage of customer 
service and technology. A full ‘On Tour’ blog will follow, with highlights including the emergence of 
ubiquitous digital signage, concierge services and cashless payment options. 

Save the date for the Year of Service—hot on the heels of the On Tour blog is the RCA’s 
Year of Service project. We are excited to bring two workshops (one north and one south) to all 
racecourses this October to share the findings and help develop racecourse staff to offer the best 
customer experience in the sports and leisure market. 

How’s that!?—Following the ECB’s visit to Cheltenham and Pontefract in the spring of this year, 
it is now racing’s turn to visit the cricket and share best practice in providing a quality customer 
experience. Two groups of racecourses will be visiting The Oval and later Headingley to hear 
first-hand from the teams at these venues and compile an experience audit of their findings. 

Sponsorship Steering Group—the research and development phase of the sponsorship project 
is almost complete, with 5 packages developed to open a fresh perspective of the sport in which 
brands may invest. These will be shared with the Sponsorship Steering Group in due course prior 
to testing with racecourses and the RCA/GBR Boards. 
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Tuesday 23 May 2017 saw a 
welcome addition to the racing 
calendar at Hexham with the 
inaugural Northumberland Day 
celebration at what is commonly 
referred to as Britain’s most scenic 
racecourse.

In the latter part of 2016, 
on hearing of a proposed 
Northumberland Day, the 
Racecourse contacted the 
organisers to give their support and 
were delighted to have a raceday 
promoting the event which was

part of the wider Northumberland 
Day festivities. 

“Being an integral part of the local 
community and Northumberland’s 
only racecourse, the decision to 
participate in Northumberland 
Day was an easy one for the 
racecourse team to make” 
explained Marketing Manager, 
Lauren Dobson.

Catching the eye of local 
businesses, the Northumberland 
Day celebrations attracted three 
new valuable sponsors: Port of 
Blyth, Northumberland County 
Show and Fentimans with the 
latter also providing racegoers with 
their locally brewed botanical soft 
drinks making Hexham one of a 
select few racecourses to stock the 
distinctive product. 

With a glorious summer evening 
upon the backdrop of the beautiful 
Northumberland countryside and 
the eye catching red and yellow 
county flags flying proudly, the 
event could not have got off to a 
better start. So much so that the 
Northumberland Day organisers 
are already working with the 
Hexham team to develop the event 
for 2018.

Paul Swain, Racecourse Services 
Executive at the RCA, was also 
present for the launch of the 
Northumberland Day fixture. “It 
was a pleasure to be invited by 
Robert and the Hexham team to 
experience what was a special day 
for the racecourse and the local 
community. 

“The raceday had a fantastic 
atmosphere, helped by the glorious 
weather, and I am delighted that 
on the back of this initiative the 
racecourse has been able to 
welcome three new sponsors 
and an increased crowd for the 
subsequent premium fixture 
(Derby Day) which is surely no 
coincidence.”

Racecourse in Focus

Words by Paul Swain

Back to content page
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Badge Posters

8 copies of the large poster 
and 4 copies of the A4 sized 
poster for 2017 have been 
sent to all racecourses.  Extra 
copies and electronic copies 
are available on request.

RCA & Press Badge 
Lists

Copies of the 2017 lists 
of RCA and Press Badge 
holders are available on 
request.

Missing Badges
RCA: 52, 164, 171, 209, 235, 317, 467, 479, 835, 908, 1216,  
 1255, 1607, 1839, 1840, 2059, 2132, 2137, 2172, 2250,  
 2273, 2312
Press:  81, 103, 157, 348, 405, 469
PJA:  9, 58, 69, 88, 145, 146, 160, 210, 237, 259, 312, 315, 325,  
 327, 333, 352
NTF: 244,  300, 301, 331, 426, 427, 507, 508, 588, 672, 826,833, 
 834, 846, 847,851, 878, 879, 909, 910, 1037, 1092, 1096,  
 1097, 1136, 1327, 1328, 1354, 1417  
Officials: 78

Racecourse Groundstaff Courses
The date and location for the remaining 2017 Racecourse Groundstaff Course has now been finalised as 
follows:

19-24 November 2017  – Turf Management at The British Racing School

For more information on upcoming IOG courses or to reserve a place on the above course please contact 
Diann or Su at learning@iog.org at the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker 
Avenue, Wolverton Mill, Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Tel: 01908 312511.

Technical

Badges & PASS 2017

Back to content page
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Words by Holly Cook

….that the RCA is fully prepared for the summer 
months – and not just with plenty of Factor 50!

Our guidance documents folders include a number 
of best practice documents for racecourses on hot 
weather planning and actions.  

First and foremost is our veterinary guidance on 
prevention and treatment of heat related problems in 
horses, written by the RCA Veterinary Adviser with 
input from veterinary colleagues at BHA, the NTF and 
the Association of Racecourse Veterinary Surgeons.  
This guidance is designed to help Clerks of the Course 
and Racecourse Veterinary Surgeons in their planning 
process, and provides details of the steps which 
racecourses and others can take to prevent and treat 
heat related problems in horses.

Our guidance does not stop there, as we also provide 
details of factors which racecourses should consider 
for members of their team who will be working outdoors 
during any hot (or cold!) weather

Finally, there is detailed guidance on water usage.  
Racecourses are responsible in their use of water 
and naturally do so as efficiently as possible, and 
our guidance documents folder includes a suite of 
documents designed to share best practice and assist 
racecourses in achieving this. 

Now, just to wait and see what the Great British 
Summer has in store!

Back to content page

Did You Know...
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Medical

PRE HOSPITAL TRAUMA
MANAGEMENT

Course Code: PHTM

Duration: 2 Days

Maximum delegates: 12

COURSE OVERVIEW:
A comprehensive advanced trauma course designed for
UK doctors. It will enable the provider to respond and deal
with trauma emergencies and is ideal for individuals who
work in the Pre-Hospital arena and require an advanced
level of skills and interventions. This is the only UK based
trauma course designed for the British clinician as it
includes the recommended practices from bodies such as
JRCALC, NICE, the Resuscitation Council as well as the
Faculty of Pre-Hospital Care Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh.

CONTENT OVERVIEW:
Scene size up/survey, Mechanism of Injury, Rapid Trauma,
Primary and Secondary Patient Assessment, The role of
the senior clinician and trauma co-ordination, Ambulance
practitioner breakdown and their role, Airway Management
including Endotracheal intubation, LMA, i-Gel and surgical
airways, Head Trauma, Chest Trauma, Spinal Trauma and
Immobilization, Abdominal and Pelvic Trauma including
pelvic splinting, Trauma Management including fractures,
Splints, Collars, Spinal Boards, KED, Traction , Burns,
Extremes of Temperature, Fluid Resuscitation and IV
access, Documentation and recording, Elderly Trauma,
Paediatric trauma and the specifics of managing children,
The Trauma Cardiopulmonary Arrest, Barotrauma and
Decompression Injury, Skill stations including IO Access,
needle decompression and emergency surgical
cricothyrotomy, Tranexamic Acid and the effects on
heamorrhage control, CAT tourniquets, UK major trauma
centres and their role, Air support.

COURSE DATES:

25th - 26th March 2017
4th - 5th May 2017
15th - 16th June 2017
15th - 16th July 2017
13th - 14th Sept 2017
26th - 27th Oct 2017
25th - 26th Nov 2017
14th - 15th Dec 2017

AWARDING BODIES/ CERTIFICATES:
Following written and practical examinations a
certificate will be awarded which is valid for 3 years from
the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.

PRE-REQUISITES:
Students are required to be a qualified,
- Paramedic
- Nurse
- Ambulance Technician
in order to attend this course.

For more information on this
or any other course we offer
visit WWW.MEDIPRO.CO.UK

or feel free to contact us via
phone or email
01325 609030
CONTACT@MEDIPRO.CO.UK

Below are dates for our 2 day BHA Approved 
PRE HOSPITAL TRAUMA MANAGEMENT 
COURSE. 
 
 

13.09.2017 –  Nottingham 
26.10.2017–  Medipro center Darlington
25.11.2017 –  Cheltenham
14.12.2017–  Medipro center Darlington

Back to content page
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Racegoers Club

Back to content page

York Racecourse has been voted the best racecourse 
in the country this year by the members of the 
Racegoers Club, the official supporters club for 
British Racing fans. It is the fourth time York has been 
awarded the title and as usual it was a close fought 
battle at the top as York toppled perennial winners 
Cheltenham.

York Racecourse Chief Executive, William Derby, 
said: “The best awards to win are always those voted 
for by your customers, so it gives me great pleasure to 
be able to thank the Racegoers Club for this honour.

"As has been well documented the standards across 
all racecourses just keep on improving so it is a real 
tribute to everyone involved with York that we have 
managed to secure the top spot.

"I'm sure that the spirit of friendly competition will see 
the team at Cheltenham keen to take back the crown 
and we're already working hard to retain it with our 
2017 season under full steam."

York also took the title of Best Large Racecourse in 
Scotland and The North, while Kelso Racecourse was 
voted Best Small Racecourse in the same region.

Newmarket Racecourses were voted best Large 
Racecourse in the Midlands, while Wolverhampton 
Racecourse was the Best Small Racecourse in the 
area. 

In the South, Newbury Racecourse collected the 
Best Large Racecourse award and Chelmsford 
City scooped Best Small Racecourse.

Voters were asked for their scores on five categories; 
viewing experience, facilities, food & beverage, 
atmosphere and value for money. The courses were 
split into three geographical regions and the winners 
were selected by who had the highest overall average 
score across all categories.

The results produced a record 19 racecourses scoring 
over 4.5 out of 5 in any particular category, highlighting 
the hard work racecourses are putting into maximising 
customer experience.

Winning track York was described by one member as: 
“Still the best racecourse in the country. Great racing 
and a brilliant atmosphere, a must visit this year.”

Newbury picked up particular praise for their biggest 
Jumps meeting of the year, formerly the Hennessy and 
now the Ladbrokes Trophy, with one voter saying it 
was, “a fantastic meet with a great atmosphere.”

Wolverhampton topped three of the five categories in 
the Midlands and has been described as, “A hidden 
gem on the fixture list that all members should visit.”

The praise for the smaller tracks didn't stop there 
with Chelmsford City singled out for its 'easy charm, 
helpful staff and great viewing'.

Meanwhile Kelso was described as, “A course that 
looks after the racegoer and the viewing is probably the 
best in Britain.”

Newmarket gained credit for its all round racing 
experience, providing easy access to the pre-parade 
ring, parade ring and viewing stands helping to create, 
‘A very welcoming, quality racecourse.’

Regional Winners
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Jonathan Acott

Executive Director
Fontwell Park Racing & Events

MINUTES OF FAME 5

On what day of the week were you born and what 
was number one in the charts?
Wednesday and Rod Stewart ‘Sailing’.

When you were a child what did you want to be when 
you grew up?
An RAF pilot until colour vision problems and being 
too tall curtailed that dream.

What makes you tick?
Making sure that anything I do is done to the best 
of my ability, if I’ve done my best then I can have no 
complaints.

What's your guilty pleasure?
I love episodic American TV crime dramas, Hawaii 
5 0, Criminal Minds, Elementary to name but a few.

What is your favourite racing memory?
My first ever visit with my Father to Uttoxeter about 
30 years ago.  I don’t remember much about the 
racing but I do remember the atmosphere and the 
cheering and I was hooked.

What’s the daftest work related question you have 
ever been asked?
In my last job I was completing a £500K 
refurbishment of a very large gym and a customer 
asked me if as part of it I would move the whole thing 
on to the ground floor because they didn’t like going 
up the stairs to work out.

Name one thing drives you crazy?
I drive a lot and I get really annoyed with poor road 
etiquette, inconsiderate driving and my real pet hate 
is sitting in the middle lane on a motorway.

Which tune is the most played on your iTunes 
Back in Black by AC/DC.

If you weren’t at work today, what might you be doing 
instead 
I’d be out on my bike.

If you were writing your autobiography the name of it 
would be ----------
This too shall pass: a life of owning your carrot.

What do you find most rewarding?
Watching colleagues or people I coach progress, 
develop and improve.

What is your most bizarre talent
Currently I have perfected the art of not picking a 
winner.

What is something about you that most people don’t 
know
I’ve got a metal plate in my leg after I broke it in 
9 places skiing, and no it doesn’t beep when I go 
through airport metal detectors.

Back to content page
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Great British Racing

June has seen the launch of our biggest campaign to 
date – #StirrUpSummer. We are hugely excited to be 
live and there has been a great response so far with 
a number of news outlets picking up on the campaign 
both online and in print media.

All racecourses have been sent assets which include 
items such as racecard ads, campaign artwork and 
the launch video featuring Sara Cox. The assets have 
been collated for racecourses to use on their website, 
in racecards and on social media so please make sure 
they are included where possible. 

The campaign continues throughout the summer with 
a variety of content set to be released, which we will 
share with racecourses and key industry stakeholders.
 
Please visit stirrupsummer.com for more information.

National Under-18s Campaign - #StirrUpSummer

Back to content page

Words by Daisy Wales

Stobart Jockey Championships

Silvestre De Sousa continues to extend his lead in 
the 2017 Stobart Champion Jockey race, riding an 
impressive 40 winners in June, amassing a total of 66 
winners for the 2017 season so far. Such a successful 
month saw him take the Stobart Jockey of the Month 
title for June. 

He took just 47 days to read a half century of winners 
from just 231 rides, reaching 50 winners quicker than 
he did in both 2015 and 2016. 

You can keep up with the Stobart Jockey 
Championship battle here: gbraci.ng/championship

(Stats and table correct as of 07/07/17 9.00am)
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Great British Racing

Back to content page

QIPCO British Champions Series

June is a busy month for QIPCO British Champions 
Series featuring 10 Champion Series races between 
Epsom and Royal Ascot. 

There were a number of features on the series in both 
print and online media. These include the Royal Ascot 
course flyovers, Facebook live interview footage with 
Oisin Murphy from the Wednesday of Royal Ascot 
and Racing UK previews of QIPCO British Champion 
Series races on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of 
Royal Ascot.

Oisin Murphy also gave an interview with BBC Radio 1 
ahead of his rides on Thursday of Ascot. 

Further to this, two ‘category’ videos featuring our 
series ambassadors, Katarina Johnson-Thompson 
and Adam Gemili, have been released. So far, the 
explanatory videos have been released for the Middle 
Distance and Sprint category, each receiving an 
extremely positive response. 

Words by Daisy Wales
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If you have any feedback 
or questions regarding the 

Members Club please do not 
hesitate to contact Bobby on 

0207 152 0132 or 
bjackson@greatbritishracing.
com, we would be delighted to 

hear from you.

Words by Bobby Jackson

Great British Racing International

Royal Ascot

Back to content page

Trade proved strong at the fourth 
renewal of the Goffs London Sale 
in association with QIPCO which 
took place in glorious sunshine at 
The Orangery, Kensington Palace, 
on the eve of Royal Ascot.

The international appetite at the 
sale was strong with the highlight 
being Lockheed, the top lot, selling 
for £900,000 to Australian agent, 
Chris McAnulty on behalf of Hong 
Kong based owner, Henry Cheng 
Kar Shum.

A key player on the evening’s 
proceedings was SackvilleDonald 
on behalf of Vichai 
Srivaddhanaprabha, the owner of 
Leicester City who scooped up a 
total of six horses in training for 
just over £2 million, headed by the 
Listed winning Straight Right who 
sold for £450,000.

Once again, GBRI assisted Goffs 
in the promotion of the event and 
all parties were delighted with how 
things went, kicking Royal Ascot 
week off in style.

Goffs London Sale

Royal Ascot proved to be a huge 
success both on and off the track 
as GBRI hosted international 
guests from Australia, Hong Kong, 
India, Israel, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, South Africa, the UAE 
and the USA. This group, made up 
of people already involved in racing 
or looking to invest, incorporated 
international owners, trainers and 
businessmen.

Many members of the GBRI 
Members Club were able to watch 
the horses they have in training 
in the UK compete at Royal 
Ascot. Seeing your horse run 
at the meeting is a feat in itself 
but one international owner from 
the Club based in Switzerland 
found themselves in the winner’s 
enclosure – fantastic scenes!

The Royal Meeting represents 
the perfect opportunity to 
showcase British Flat Racing to 
an international audience and it 
certainly delivered.
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The Silk Series is a new £100,000 
series of races for female jockeys 
run across nine ARC Ladies Day’s 
this summer.  July sees races 
at Chepstow, Great Yarmouth, 
Newcastle and Windsor before 
Brighton, Wolverhampton and 
Bath in August and the Final in 
September on Ladies Day of the 
William Hill St Leger Festival at 
Doncaster.  Lingfield Park hosted 
the first race, in May, won by 
apprentice Izzie Francis, her first 
career winner.

The Silk Series will offer riding 
opportunities to female jockeys 
that they might not have otherwise 
got on what are traditionally very 
popular days with racegoers.  
Charity partner Cancer Research 
UK will receive a donation from 
every ticket sold, and will have a 
presence on all racedays for both 
fundraising and to engage with 
racegoers.

As well as the actual races, The 
Silk Series will also celebrate the 
many achievements of female 
jockeys in Britain, both those 
currently riding as well as the 
pioneers from years gone by.  The 
leading jockey at the end of the 
Series will be awarded the Tufnell 
Trophy at Doncaster, named in 

honour of Meriel Tufnell, who won 
the first ladies flat race in Britain at 
Kempton Park in 1972.

Leading apprentice Hollie Doyle 
is supporting the Series as official 
ambassador and is penning a 
blog every fortnight about her life 
as a professional jockey.  The 
Silk Series twitter (@SilkSeries) 
and Instagram (thesilkseries) 
accounts are busy sharing content 
from Hollie as well as celebrating 
winners across the summer.

The Silk Series was proud to use 
Women’s Sport Week 2017 to 
profile some of the top jockeys 
riding in Britain at the moment (see 
above left) and will be doing the 
same during Silk Series Legends 
Week in the run up to the Final at 
Doncaster, so make sure you get 
following!

For more information on The Silk 
Series, visit www.thesilkseries.com. 

Words by Sam Cone

Arena Racing Company
The Silk Series

Back to content page

Apprentice Izzie Francis won the opening race of The Silk Series
for boss Jim Boyle at Lingfield Park in May
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“It is really useful. I would recommend someone else 
in my position attend. It should carry on because it has 
helped me think about having a career in racing, which 
I might not have considered.” (Equine Student who 
attended Riders’ Programme).

Independent evaluation of Racing to School’s Riders’ 
Programme has revealed positive results for the charity 
and for racing. Thirty events were staged involving 
800 young people who already showed an interest 
in horses, either via The Pony Club or choosing an 
equine- related college course.

The programme was piloted last year in collaboration 
with Careers In Racing and Pony Clubs nationwide. 
Supported by The Racing Foundation, the interactive 
learning days focus on the many career roles the sport 

offers, as well as providing an understanding into the 
inner workings of raceday activity.

Among the encouraging statistics, the report 
highlighted that 93% of young people and 100% of 
adults agreed that the Programme had increased their 
knowledge of careers available within the industry. Of 
note to broadcasters and racecourses: 78% of young 
people and 89% of adults agreed that the Riders’ 
Programme has increased their interest in watching 
horseracing on TV or at a racecourse. 

These results support the need and benefits to 
engaging young people, especially those who already 
have a keen interest in horses. Racing to School is 
continuing to run the Programme this year and, subject 
to funding, hopes to expand the number of participants.  

Words by Emily Tickridge

Racing To School

End of Term Report Signals Success of Riders’ Programme

Back to content page

www.racingtoschool.co.uk

As part of the Newmarket Academy Godolphin Beacon 
Project, 30 students were treated to a fascinating and 
unique behind the scenes tour of the component parts 
and job roles that keep an International hotel in London 
on its game.

“It was a once in a lifetime experience and one which 
our students will never forget. The hotel was incredible 
and all of the staff at the Jumeirah Carlton Tower 
made us feel so welcome,” said Mark Kirby following 
the school trip to London in early July organised by 
Godolphin and Racing to School.

Five- Star Service for Academy Pupils

Pupils from Newmarket Academy visit different departments of the Jumeirah Carlton Tower Hotel
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Words by Adam Harman

Back to content page

Racing Together
Racing Together Action Group Unites to Support Racing Initiatives 

The Thoroughbred Club’s latest 
event: ‘On Track With At The 
Races for the Northumberland 
Plate’ offered members the chance 
to go behind the scenes in another 
part of the industry – media. TTC 
were guided by ATR’s Vanessa 
Ryle, who showed us the various 
roles on the raceday team – from 
cameraman to producer, and 
editor to presenter. TTC then 
shadowed Robert Cooper, the 
lead on-course presenter, as he 
interviewed owners and trainers 
in the paddock before each race 
and the winning connections 
after. The Northumberland Plate 

is a historic race and served up a 
thrilling finish, but it was Josephine 
Gordon who made history as she 
claimed her first Group winner as 
she delivered Koropick under a 
perfectly timed drive to claim the 
Group Three Chipchase Stakes.
 
The Thoroughbred Club’s next 
event is in September, with a dual 
visit to Whitsbury Manor Stud and 
Marcus Tregoning’s yard. 

For more information, please see
https://www.thethoroughbredclub.
co.uk/

The Racing Together partnership, 
led by Racing to School, welcomed 
new members to the Action Group 
meeting in June in the shape of 
The National Heritage Centre for 
Horseracing & Sporting Art and 
Racing Welfare. The Heritage 
Centre’s success in being shortlisted 
for Museum of the Year and Racing 
Welfare’s range of activity to show 
the sport’s appreciation for its 
workforce, through Racing Staff 
Week, are two recent examples 

of a shared agenda within Racing 
Together. The new #Stirrupsummer 
campaign to get under 18s excited 
about trying out racing was another 
initiative discussed and one that the 
whole sport can get behind.

The Action Group also agreed to 
work together to engage some of 
racing’s MPs with the sport later 
in the year, by inviting them to an 
event, such as a Racing to School 
activity day.

The Thoroughbred Club

Words by Joseph de Souza

Dame Kelly Holmes Trust Team Day 
Dame Kelly Holmes Trust is one 
of a number of external 
organisations that are working with 
racing to enrich their programmes 
with young people. The Trust is 
supportive of the objectives of 
Racing Together to grow the sport’s 
community engagement work and 
help more beneficiaries. 

The Trust works by recruiting 
and retraining elite sportspeople 

to lead programmes in support 
of young people who are out of 
education, training, volunteering or 
employment. Racing Together was 
represented at the Trust’s annual 
Team Day in June – an interactive 
and inspirational event involving 
nationwide business partners.  
A full-on day of team building 
exercises centred on the Trust’s 
key values, including focus and

resilience, and was led by some 
former athletes.

“We wanted a practical action from 
this day for racing and a first plan 
is to host some of the Trust’s front-
line staff at a Racing to School 
event, to show the opportunities we 
have in the sport to engage young 
people, and to share ideas on 
approach and delivery,” said John 
Blake.

Racing Welfare team member with 
beneficiaries at Thirsk Racecourse 
during Racing Staff Week
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The Racing Foundation is delighted to publish a 
Review of its activity for 2016, which witnessed a rise 
in the number of applications received and the number 
of grants awarded. The latter totalled £2.3million, 
meaning over £7.8m has now been pledged since 
inception. 

Training and Development projects continued to be 
the largest beneficiaries of funding, with almost £1m 
invested in this area during the year, including the 
launch of a Careers Advice and Training Service being 
delivered by Racing Welfare and Racing to School’s 
Riders Programme. Grants were also awarded in other 
areas, including a large investment in the nutrition and 
fitness programme being delivered by Liverpool John 
Moores University for jockeys and stable staff and 
the expansion of Retraining of Racehorses’ Regional 
Education Programme.

The Review focuses on the impact of grants awarded 
in previous years and progress being made in 
addressing key issues facing the racing industry, 
including research that is expected to inform future 
strategy and policy making. It also highlights work 
being undertaken to shape the Foundation’s own future 
strategic direction.

Included in the Review is a final message from Sir 
Ian Good, who stood down as Chairman last month. 
As the only remaining Trustee appointed at inception, 
Sir Ian took over as Chairman of the Foundation at 
the beginning of 2016 and agreed to extend his term 
until June of this year, 
to ensure continuity. He 
will be succeeded as 
Chairman by Ian Barlow, 
ably supported by fellow 
Trustees Mark Johnston, 
Jane Keir and William 
Rucker. Recruitment of 
additional Trustees is 
currently underway with a 
view to further increasing 
diversity of the Board.

The full Review of 2016 is available as a pdf on the 
Racing Foundation’s website:
www.racingfoundation.co.uk/latest-news or a hard copy 
can be obtained by emailing:
tansy.challis@racingfoundation.co.uk.

Racing Foundation Reviews Progress Made During the past Year
as it Considers Plans for the Future

The Racing Foundation

Words by Tansy Challis

Back to content page
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The 2017 Point-to-Point Pony 
Racing season drew to a close 
at Umberleigh on 17 June at 
the Torrington Farmers Point-to-
Point. With over 1300 runners 
this season, parents, children and 
ponies have travelled the length 
and breadth of the country to 
compete in the RaceTech Rider’s 
Championship Points Series. 
Freddie Gingell won the 138 cm 
Championship and Charlie Sprake 
the 148 cm – well done to both and 
names to keep an eye on in the 
future.

The 2017 Mangan and Webb 
Point-to-Point Pony Racing 
Championships were held at 
Garthorpe on 4 June 2017. Five 

championship races were run, 
including the Treehouse Sporting 
Colours Novice Riders Series 
Finals. We are also grateful 
to Fergal O’Brien Racing for 
sponsoring the hoodies and mugs 
given to all the competitors.

When one season closes another 
opens! We have run 5 Charles 
Owen  Racecourse fixtures to date 
but the season really gets going 
when the children break up for 
their summer holidays.  We have 
22 fixtures running throughout 
the summer. 5 of these are for 
novices leading to the Conditions’ 
Finals at York Racecourse on 10 
September 2017. The Charles 
Owen Series Finals will be held at 

Newmarket Racecourse on Future 
Champions Day, 14 October 2017. 
CareersinRacing are once again 
kindly sponsoring the best turned 
out for each pony race.

James Bowen graduated from 
pony racing last year but has 
already made a huge impact on the 
Point-to-Pointing scene – winning 
the Novice Championship with a 
record breaking 30 winners. We 
now look forward to him turning 
Conditional this summer and 
watching him on the racecourse.  
In fact 6 of the top 10 Lady 
Novice Riders and 7 of the top 10 
Gentlemen Novice Riders 2016/17 
are all graduates of pony racing.

Pony Racing Authority

Back to content page

Words by Clarissa Daly
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British Horseracing Authority

We supported Racing Staff Week by offering a series of 
‘golden tickets’ hidden across racecourses and training 
centres which can be redeemed for a £100 voucher 
from a choice of high street retailers. 

A thirteenth golden ticket was also on offer which 
contained an invitation for two people to attend the 
Godolphin Stud and Stable Staff Awards ceremony in 
2018, nominations for which opened on the last day of 
Racing Staff Week.

Golden Tickets on offer throughout Racing Staff Week

Back to content page

Godolphin Stud and Stable Staff Awards Launched

More than £400,000 worth of Plus 10 bonuses were 
collected on British racetracks during June. The 
scheme continues to be popular and rewards owners 
and breeders through the addition of a £10,000 
prize money bonus when a Plus 10 race is won by a 
qualified horse. 

Approximately 600 Plus 10 bonuses are spread across 
a range of races for two-year-olds and three-year-olds. 
In order to be eligible to win the full Plus 10 bonus 
the horse must be registered at all three registration 
stages. For more information about Plus 10, 
visit: www.plus10bonus.com  

Jim Boyle Racing’s team is pictured with their golden ticket

Nominations are open for the 2018 Godolphin Stud 
and Stable Staff Awards. 

The Awards, now in their 14th year, recognise and 
reward the outstanding skills, commitment and 
contribution of racing’s 6,000 stud and stable staff. 
The awards are generously sponsored by Godolphin 
and run by the BHA in association with the Racing Post 
and offer more than £120,000 in prize money. 
The nomination period is open until 21 November, with 
the winners to be announced in an awards ceremony 
at the Jumeirah Carlton Tower Hotel in London on 19 
February 2017. 

View website
Terry Doherty, Godolphin Stud and Stable Staff Employee of 

the Year 2017. 
Image courtesy of Dan Abraham, focusonracing.com

Plus 10 – June Update 

Plus 10 June presentation

July 2017RCA Update Newsletter

21

http://www.plus10bonus.com
https://www.studandstablestaffawards.co.uk/


British Horseracing Authority
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Pleasing Start for Conditions Races Trial
This year we launched a trial of a new approach to 
handicapping flat Conditions Stakes races, which sees 
the handicapper increase only the rating of the winner 
of the race, or any horses who have had fewer than four 
runs in their career. The rating of any beaten horse that 
has had four or more runs in its career must be either left 
unchanged or reduced.

Although initial results are not dramatic, they do show a 
pleasing start to this initiative with the average field size 
(AFS) until the end of June 5.83, representing the highest 
AFS over a three-year period.

One of the concerns with guaranteeing no increase for 
placed runners was whether horses would take part in 
handicaps following an unassessed run in a Conditions 
race and be well in. Up until the end of June, there 
were just three performances that would have resulted 
in an increased handicap mark from a total of 64 
performances. Of those three, one won a handicap next 
time out (beating 4 rivals at odds of 9/4) and the other two 
ran in handicaps and were beaten (8/1 and 14/1).  

The trial continues until the end of the flat turf season on 
11 November. 

Two-year-old Novice Races Update
To the end of June, we have witnessed the number of two-
year-old Novice races reduce by 13. This is linked to both 
calendar fluctuations, meaning that we have had six days 
fewer flat racing than in 2016, and the recommendations 
of the Optimum Race Programme which suggested a 
slight reduction in the number of two-year-old Novice 
races.

Consequently there has been an increase in the average 
field sizes and average starting prices of the favourite.

We have also noted that when a previous Novice Stakes 
winner, carrying a penalty, contests another Novice 
Stakes, they continue to be competitive with an above 
average impact value, suggesting penalty terms are 
not unfavourable to those that attempt to defy the extra 
weight.

Penalties in Jump Grade 2 and Listed Races
The Jump Pattern Committee has introduced revised 
penalty structures for Jump Grade 2 and Listed races, 
having considered previous penalties going too far down 
the scale and not necessarily encouraging the progression 
of horses through the class structure. It was also felt that 
in non-Novices’ races, a differential between levels of 
black-type race should be introduced. The revised penalty 
structures are below. 

Novices’ and Juvenile Hurdle Races
A winner of a Class 2 WFA or 
Class 1 handicap hurdle race………………………..3lb
Of a Class 1 WFA hurdle race……….………………5lb

Novices’ Steeple Chases
A winner of a Class 2 WFA or 
Class 1 handicap steeple chase…….......................3lb
Of a Class 1 WFA steeple chase…...….……………5lb

Non-Novices’ Hurdle Races
Penalties, after, September 30 2016, 
a winner of a Listed or Grade 3 hurdle race…… ….4lb
Of a Grade 1 or Grade 2 hurdle race……….…….…6lb
(Half penalties for wins achieved in Novices’ or Juvenile 
hurdle races in Great Britain or Ireland, and three-year-old 
only hurdle races in France)

Non-Novices’ Steeple Chases
Penalties, after, September 30 2016,
a winner of a Listed or Grade 3 steeple chase…….4lb
Of a Grade 1 or Grade 2 steeple chase……………6lb
(Half penalties for wins achieved in Novices’ or Beginners’ 
Steeple Chases in Great Britain or Ireland, and three-
year-old only Steeple Chases in France)

Novices’ Steeple Chase Review
A review of the Novices’ Steeple Chase programme has 
recently taken place with the review group consisting 
of representatives from the RCA, ROA, NTF, BHA and 
independent industry group members. 

Recommendations have been signed off by the BHA 
Racing Group and have been sent to the Executive 
Committee for final approval. Once approved the Racing 
Department will contact racecourses and notify them of 
the changes being brought in for the current Jump season.   

July 2017RCA Update Newsletter

22



Back to content page

British Horseracing Authority
Graduate Development Programme Commences
Twenty graduates commenced the prestigious British Horseracing Graduate Development Programme on Monday 
3 July with an intensive two-week course at the British Racing School in Newmarket.  Following the course, they 
will each take up their eight week industry placement which includes six graduates going to racecourse-based 
placements. 
 
On behalf of the industry, we welcome all graduates to the programme and wish them the best of luck as they 
embark on their career in racing. 
 
Contact: Michelle Douglas - info@careersinracing.com
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RaceTech

RaceTech has become aware of several technical 
developments in the audio industry that could have 
direct benefits to racecourses. That aligned with 
the recent changes in the rules governing new PA 
installations means RaceTech is ideally placed to 

facilitate better sound in our industry as well as helping 
to mitigate against security threats. Please contact 
RaceTech for further information.

Words by Kate Hills

Back to content page

Keeping A Cool Image at Royal Asc-hot!

We were delighted to report a very 
successful Royal Ascot from all our 
camera crew and operational teams. 
The RaceTech Crew take their image 
very seriously and all scrubbed up well 
and adhered fully to the Royal Ascot 
dress code of top hat and tails despite 
the soaring heat during the first two 
days of the Festival.

The coolest place to be was in the air-
conditioned OB trucks.  Meanwhile, 
our Starting Stalls team, who were 
smartly turned out in slightly cooler 
Qipco/Gigaset polo shirts were 
doing their best to keep horses calm 

and loaded on time. Thanks to ITV and RUK they received plenty of media exposure down at the start in the 
soaring heat. Team member Kevin Harris was happy to be interviewed about his role, Kevin just happens to be 
a regular work rider of Heartache winner of the Queen Mary Stakes, and Harry’s Angel a very close 2nd in The 
Commonwealth Cup for trainer Clive Cox.

Our hottest team members (all a 
matter of opinion!) at the Royal 
meeting were Photo Finish Operators 
Rob Styles and Charles Brookes who 
kept a photographic record of The 
Queen’s carriage crossing the line as 
she led the royal procession each day.  
Luckily, Rob and Charles were well out 
of sight on their mezzanine level of the 
6th floor Judges Box, as much clothing 
was apparently removed when they 
recorded temperatures of well over 32 
degrees!  

Public Address
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RaceTech

Words by Kate Hills
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Racetech to Provide Full Outside Broadcast Services
at Chelmsford City Racecourse

RaceTech, the leading provider of a wide range of 
broadcast facilities and integrity services to Great 
Britain's horse racing industry, is delighted to announce 
it is to provide Chelmsford City Racecourse with 
Outside Broadcast and Integrity Services from 1 
October, 2017. 

RaceTech and Chelmsford City Racecourse are not 
strangers, RaceTech having provided starting stall 
services to the Essex venue since its opening in 
January 2015.

Tom Phillips, Chairman of RaceTech expressed 
his delight saying, “This is a terrific opportunity for 
both RaceTech and Chelmsford City Racecourse 
to strengthen and grow their relationship.  As the 
industry’s leading OB and integrity service provider, we 
aim to provide the best in terms of service using the 
most advanced solutions and technology.  Our highly 
experienced crews and technicians work closely with 

racecourses nationwide, the BHA and broadcasters to 
ensure the highest standards are maintained”.

The popular floodlit Essex venue regularly hosts fifty 
plus fixtures per year on its polytrack surface alongside 
stylish entertainment and many non-raceday events. 
With an excellent race programme and generous prize 
money, the course attracts quality horses from leading 
trainers and is supported by top jockeys throughout the 
year. 

Joe Scanlon, Chairman of Chelmsford City Racecourse 
said, “CCR is an ambitious racetrack and expects its 
race program to continue to grow over the next few 
years, with multiple codes being embraced. SIS the 
current provider has done a tremendous job in our 
initial years, however it was always CCR’s plan to take 
control of its broadcast solution, as we look forward to 
a more diverse program, and the growing stature of the 
track.”

Dubai International Arabian Races

We look forward to the Dubai International Arabian Races returning to Newbury on Sunday 30 July, with almost 
£200,000 in prize money to be won. Staged under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and UAE Minister of Finance, the Dubai International Arabian Races combines 
superb family entertainment with top class sport. 

It is considered the ‘Champions Day’ of Arabian horse racing featuring no fewer than three Group 1 contests 
attracting runners from across Europe and the Middle East.
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Watt Fences
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Crowd Barrier Gate 

 

 

Watt Fences Suppliers of Fornells Running Rail 

 
Pontefract Racecourse 

 Watt Fences are the sole UK agent for Fornells and supply a number of Fornells 
products to racecourses throughout the Country. Fornells have been supplying 
racecourse running rail for 40 years and the majority of their products comes from 
virgin PVC made in their own factory in France. The 2 main Fornells products that 
Watt Fences supply are Racecourse Running Rail and Crowd Barrier. 
Fornells Running Rail - Fornells Running Rails are made up of 3 major components: 
the Rail profile, the Posts (for holding the rails up) and the Ground Footing (for 
fixing the posts to the ground) and the Running Rail is available in lightweight 
(10108) and Heavyweight (10100). In April 2014, the new PVC infill tubes which can 
replace the steel tubes were approved by the BHA. The PVC honeycombed infill 
tube, is a footing that can be directly fixed into the ground. Very economical, it 
remains an alternative to the traditional steel posts that are driven or concreted 
into the ground. More flexible than a steel infill tube, it has the advantage of 
snapping at its base in the case of a major impact on the post. It is easy and 
inexpensive to replace and is recommended for use where the highest safety 
standards are required. 
Fornells Crowd Barrier - Is in use at major racecourses, show and sports grounds 
across the UK. The wire mesh on the 10100 Crowd barrier is galvanised steel 
coated in plastic to protect against the elements. This product has an exemplary 
safety record and appearance; it is an excellent product for use in all public areas. 
Made from the same long-life PVC materials as the Running Rail, it is available in 
different formats according to the location and available budgets. A range of 
Fornells gates are available to suit all requirements for running rail and crowd 
barrier. In addition to this standard crowd barrier we can now supply the NEW 
Prestige Crowd Barrier with/without lighting. 
Our Products can be seen on numerous Racecourses including Kempton, York, 
Chester, Goodwood, Aintree, Salisbury, Musselburgh, Haydock, Newbury and many 
more... 
 
Both of these products can be found on our website along side all other 
Racecourse products Watt Fences supply. Please contact us if you require any 
information on any of our products/prices. 
 

For more information please contact Watt Fences 
T: 01748 822666 
E: bill@wattfences.com 
www.wattfences.com 

 
10108 Hamilton Racecourse 

 

 
10108 Running Rail 

 
Crowd Barrier with 10100 Running Rail  

Parade Ring – York Racecourse 

 
10100 Goodwood Racecourse 
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With close to 150 fixtures across the racing calendar in July, the summer season is in full swing. With many courses experiencing 
fixture pressure, rapid repair and recovery are essential. In such situations, selecting a fertiliser with a quickly available source of 
nitrogen is preferential over more slowly available organic or controlled release forms.

With a release period of 4-6 weeks, ammonium provides an immediately plant available form of nitrogen which will generate rapid 
but manageable growth. 

If you can supplement with secondary macro nutrients such as calcium or potassium, this will aid resilience to heat stress due to the 
better regulation of water.

An application of a good quality humic acid will better facilitate the efficient use of fertilisers, enabling the groundsman to maximise 
the results and presentation. An application of carbon will also balance the soil C:N ratio, assisting soil microorganisms to proliferate 
and further enhancing fertiliser efficiency and plant health.

Chafer and Leatherjacket Control
Many areas across the country were caught out by leatherjacket and chafer grub infestations during the spring.

July represents the start of the application period for chafer grubs with Entomopathogenic nematodes, which are the only legally 
available treatment. 

A proactive response, as part of an integrated plan of monitoring and recording, is the key to success when utilising nature’s answer 
to these insect pests. August is the start of the application period for leatherjackets, so prior preparation in this regard for next month 
will pay dividends in spring 2018.

If you require advice on this or any of the other matters discussed, be sure to pick up the telephone and speak to one of our 
experienced technical sales advisors who will be happy to help. 

They can be contacted directly on: 01902 440250

W: www.pitchcare.com   E: sales@pitchcare.com   T: 01902 440250
Pitchcare.com, Allscott Park, Allscott, Telford, TF6 5DY

Technical

Capsanem Leatherjacket Killer, Maxwell Advanced 12-3-9, 
HumiMax, BioMass Sugar, Maxwell Premier 14-2-7, 
Terranem Chafer Grub Killer

James Grundy 
Technical Manager  

Note to groundstaff – all work must be done in line with RCA 
instructions.

Boxing Day’s fine weather across the majority of the 
country hopefully produced some good racing for all. 

For January there is some wintery weather forecast mid-
month. Recent trends of above average rain fall in the 
northwest of the UK are predicted to be contrasted by 
lower than average amounts in the south east.

Agronomically it is a mid-winter story of protecting the plant 
against cold harsh winds and temperatures, being alert to 
disease in any prolonged mild, damp and still periods as 
well as trying to take advantage of any opportunities for a 
maintenance cut or aeration work. Or perhaps its project 
time with planting projects to get underway.

January then, traditionally presents an opportunity 
for reflection and assessment on the previous year’s 
achievements as well as thought and contemplation with 
regards to this year’s goals and aims.

Once the active planning stage has started don’t be afraid 
to consider contacting                           to seek 
information from one of our Technical Sales Advisors 
on how our comprehensive portfolio of products and 
unrivalled customer service performance can help you to 
achieve your targets.

Consider also a visit from one of our Area Technical Sales 
Managers who fly under the flag of our sister brand                                        
                                    who will be happy to personally 
work with you in maintaining your facility to the highest of 
standards.

Finally where the bigger jobs need to be tackled and time 
and resources are not available it is 
who have the experience, expertise and reputation to 
provide you with solutions.

James Grundy 
Technical Manager 

Note to groundstaff – all work must be done in line with 
RCA instructions.

W: www.pitchcare.com   E: sales@pitchcare.com   T: 01902 440250
Pitchcare.com, Allscott Park, Allscott, Telford, TF6 5DY

Technical

pitchcare.com

ALS Contracts Services

Pitchcare

Back to content page
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Duralock
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Please visit www.duralock.com for the full range. 

 

Product focus – Moveable Barriers 

Duralock moveable picket and crowd barrier systems are the perfect solution for all 
equestrian events and environments; the in-built safe and strong qualities ensure that 
crowd, rider and horse alike are all well-protected. 

   

Our Mobile Barriers offer the same trusted quality as our World renowned Racerail 
and Crowd Barrier systems but with added versatility.  

They can be easily lifted and arranged as desired in order to suit the needs of any 
facilities manager. 

Duralock mobile barriers are perfect for public areas to guide people or as 
temporary separations. The mobile barriers come in 3m lengths and can be easily put 
together and manoeuvred by the user.  

Resting on Duralock feet, this system requires no ground fixings or ground work! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Duralock (UK) Ltd, 6A Enstone Business Park, Enstone, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 4NP, England 
Tel: +44 (0)1608 678238    www.duralock.com    info@duralock.com 
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Overview of British Racing Seminars 2017
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OVERVIEW OF BRITISH 
RACING SEMINARS

DISCOVER THE BIG PICTURE

Your chance to learn about the 
fascinating world of horseracing

BOOKING FORM

Name:

Company  (if applicable)

Job Title (if applicable)

Address (for correspondence)

Email Address:

Tel. No

Cancellation Policy

Registration cancellations must be notified in writing by 
post (Northern Racing College, The Stables, Rossington
Hall, Great North Road, Doncaster, DN11 0HN) or by email 
to info@northernracingcollege.co.uk
Cancellations received 7 working days prior to the first day 
of the conference/event will receive a refund of 
registration fees less an administration charge of 10% of 
the event fee. Cancellations made after, as well as 'no 
shows', are liable for the full registration fee.
Participants must make sure they receive an 
acknowledgement of their cancellation from NRC. Only this 
will confirm that their request has been received and 
processed.

More information about you:                                      

(Racing knowledge, career so far, why you are attending this 
seminar)

Seminar date and location:

PLACES STILL AVAILABLE!

Your chance to learn about the fascinating world 
of horseracing

Do you want to develop your career in horseracing
or expand your knowledge of the sport? Get a
jump start with this seminar, delivered by the
Northern Racing College on behalf of the British
Horseracing Authority (BHA). It offers a friendly
and fascinating introduction to the world of racing.

You will learn how the various organisations
involved in racing work together to deliver a
compelling and highly popular sport. You will have
the unique opportunity to ask questions of, and
discuss issues with, some of racing’s most
experienced people, as well as network with other
delegates from around the industry.

A packed agenda features talks from key figures in
racing, covering many aspects of this complex and
historical sport. Subjects covered include:
• The role of The British Horseracing Authority,
• The role of racecourses;
• Breeding and the stud industry;
• The rules of racing;
• The betting industry and the media;
• Racing Administration (Weatherbys)
• Racing Welfare

Whether you are new to the industry, are planning
a career in the industry or simply want to learn
more, this seminar is for you. This seminar will link
to industry qualifications and will provide an
excellent platform for the BHA’S two
qualifications: Level 1 Award in An Introduction to
the Horseracing Industry; and Level 2 Certificate in
The Structure of the Horseracing Industry. Scan
above with your QR code reader on your smart
phone for more information or visit
www.careersinracing.com .

COMMENTS FROM 
DELEGATES IN 2016 

“The range of topics was excellent – very
informative and interesting. I am now
returning to the racecourse knowing far
more about the industry I now work in”
(Amelia Gray – Cheltenham Racecourse)

“Really informative course which I learned a
lot from. Whole heartedly recommend it”
(Izzy Cowper – Warwick Racecourse)

“I would recommend this to anyone
interested in an industry overview”
(Annette Bell - Thoroughbred Breeders
Association)

“A fantastic course that has given a total
newcomer a good insight into the industry”
(Clare Ascroft - Racing Welfare)

“I almost didn’t sign up to come as I didn’t
think it would ‘be for me’ but I’m so glad I
did as I’ve walked away with so much
information and interesting facts. Thank
you!”
(Hayley Kent – Jockey Club Catering)

OVERVIEW OF BRITISH 
RACING SEMINARS

DATES AND VENUES

• 27th September 2017 – Doncaster Racecourse
Hosted by: Mick Fitzgerald

• 21st November 2017 – Newbury Racecourse 
Hosted by: Mick Fitzgerald

The seminar will run from 9.15am to 4.30pm and
the fee includes lunch and refreshments.

£120 PER DELEGATE 
payable by cheque or company invoice

(INCL VAT)

For further information contact the Northern 
Racing College on  01302 861000 or 
info@northernracingcollege.co.uk
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Job Board
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Head of 
Stewarding
London
Full Time

The British Horseracing Authority (BHA) is 
the governing and regulatory body for British 
Horseracing with the responsibility for ensuring the 
continuing integrity and successful development 
of the sport.  It is the BHA's role to act for and on 
behalf of the whole sport, ensuring that the highest 
standards apply on and away from the racecourse. 

This is a challenging and exciting opportunity, reporting 
to the Chief Regulatory Officer, you will have strategic 
oversight and responsibility for the management, 
motivation and development of the Raceday Stewards, 
Stipendiary Stewards and Stewards Secretary teams 
in all aspects relating to the conduct of race meetings 
and the Rules of Racing.

You should be able to demonstrate extensive 
experience of safeguarding the integrity and regulation 
of the sport, both on and off the racecourse, ensuring 
effective regulation by anticipating and preparing for 
future developments which may threaten the integrity 
of the sport and to maintain public confidence on the 
regulation of racing.

You should have demonstrable knowledge and 
experience in drafting new policies and procedures, 
rules and instructions to ensure consistency in 
development, guidance and facilitation and providing 
a sound assessment of impact and application of the 
Rules of Racing.

You will have strong problem solving skills, excellent 
attention to detail, a meticulous approach, and an 
ability to identify root causes of problems and put 
forward appropriate solutions in a confident and 
professional manner. You will have an understanding 
of horseracing that enables effective and credible 
dealings with stakeholders, staff and media.

This is a great opportunity for someone with proven 
experience as a Stipendiary/Professional Steward 
and the ability to demonstrate experience in leading, 
motivating and developing teams. 

As the needs of the business change this role will 
change accordingly, therefore this document should 
be viewed as guidelines which are subject to change.  
We welcome enquiries from everyone and value 
diversity in our workforce. 

If you feel you have the relevant skills and 
experience, please apply by completing our 
application form on the following link
Application Form.

The closing date for applications is: 06 August 2017
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You Are Invited To Our Next Event 
7 August 2017 

Women in Racing will be at #AmazingMonday 
 at Carlisle Racecourse   

 
Join Women In Racing for an exciting day at Carlisle Racecourse for their #AmazingMonday fixture. 
There will be a presentation from Careers in Racing and Racing Welfare followed by a reception drink 
and finger buffet in a Grandstand Private Box. 
 
You can then enjoy the ladies only racecard and the opportunity to watch Jo Whiley headlining the party 
in the paddock after racing, providing a night of fun entertainment. 
 
Already one of the most glamorous events in Carlisle's social calendar, Ladies Day at Carlisle 
Racecourse is the perfect opportunity for you to to don your finery and enjoy an exclusive Ladies Day and 
Night. Tickets for Women in Racing Members are £30 and for non-members £35. 
  

3.00pm: Gates open 
3.15pm: Registration/Tea and Coffee  

4.00pm: Presentation from Careers in Racing and Racing Welfare 
4.45pm: Q&A 

5.00pm: Prosecco Reception Drink and finger buffet 
5.30pm: First Race 
8.30pm: Last Race 

 
Tickets for WiR members are only £30 

Tickets for non members are £35 
 

CLICK HERE TO BOOK YOUR TICKET NOW CLICK HERE TO BOOK YOUR TICKET NOW
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http://womeninracing.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec882729ac5b97bfa175e39c1&id=7fd62f3853&e=ea5c61c768


Careers in Racing
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Rachel Cawley
Tansy Challis
Sam Cone
Clarissa Daly
Michelle Douglas
Adam Harman
Kate Hills 
Bobby Jackson
Naomi Lawson
Joseph de Souza
Emily Tickridge
Daisy Wales
 

01638 560763
07709 954620
0207 802 5132
01584 823783
0208 152 0020
07387 260 980
0208 947 3333
0207 152 0038
0207 152 0196
01638 661321
07798 655427
0207 152 0198

rcawley@racingwelfare.co.uk
tansy.challis@racingfoundation.co.uk
scone@arenaracingcompany.co.uk
clarissa@ponyracingauthority.co.uk
info@careersinracing.com
adam@racingtoschool.co.uk
khills@racetech.co.uk
bjackson@greatbritishracing.com
nlawson@greatbritishracing.com
info@thethoroughbredclub.co.uk
emily@racingtoschool.co.uk
dwales@greatbritishacing.com

Stephen Atkin 
Will Aitkenhead
Ben Cook 
Holly Cook 
Caroline Davies  
Lance Havell  
Paul Swain 
Matthew Taylor
Jackie Tizzard 
Carol Walker  

EDITOR: Carol Walker  
The Racecourse Association Ltd

UPDATE is also available on our 
website:
www.racecourseassociation.co.uk

01344 873538 
01344 626067
01344 625723 
01344 873536 
01344 873536 
01344 873537 
01344 873536
01344 873536 
01344 873537 
01344 873536 

stephen.atkin@racecourseassociation.co.uk 
will.aitkenhead@racecourseassociation.co.uk
ben.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk 
holly.cook@racecourseassociation.co.uk 
caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk 
lance.havell@racecourseassociation.co.uk  
paul.swain@racecourseassociation.co.uk  
matthew.taylor@racecourseassociation.co.uk
jackie.tizzard@racecourseassociation.co.uk 
carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Contributors

RCA Staff Contact List

Wednesday 19 July   RCA Board
Tuesday  25 July   RaceTech Board
Wednesday 26 July   RCA Gambling Advisory Group

Tuesday   8 August  BHA GI Liaison Group

Diary Dates
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