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While not wanting this space to 
become a regular weather report, 
the last two months of racing have 
been dominated by abandonments, 
inspections and waterlogged ground 
making life difficult for racecourses, 
trainers and everybody else in the 
sport. At the time of writing there have 
already been 65 abandonments - the 
same number as there were in the 
whole of 2013 and higher than the final 
totals for each year since. Let’s hope 
that spring and summer duly arrive and 
we don’t get near to the 2012 total of 
129 abandonments.

The work of racecourse Groundstaff 
during this time is commendable 
and it is testament to their skill, 
knowledge and dedication that even 
more meetings have not been lost 
to wet weather. We’ve recently seen 
#GroundstaffWithSticks trending on 
Twitter with some fantastic pictures 
of the difficulties they’ve faced— keep 
sending them to @RCAShowcase so 
we can help promote your work! 

Of course, weather has a significant 
impact on attendances. Many potential 
racegoers will change their plans if the 
weather is bad the morning of racing 
or even if rain is simply forecast which 

makes advance ticket sales vital if 
racing is to counter the uncontrollable 
impact of the weather.

Through the Insight=Growth 
programme racecourses have made 
great strides to increase the number 
of advance ticket sales in recent years. 
Since 2014 advance ticket sales have 
increased 12.5% from 2.32m to 2.61m 
in 2017. This equates to a total of 
44% of all ticket sales and if this trend 
continues then racing will be able to 
better insulate itself against the quirks 
of the weather. 

Much of this has been possible thanks 
to the diligent work of racecourse 
teams and we are confident that use 
of data is now viewed as business as 
usual rather than a one-off project. 
Continued smart use of data will help 
us grow attendances in the future and 
we look forward to the next stage of the 
work.

Getting customers into the racecourse 
is the first challenge but making sure 
they have an enjoyable day out and 
come back is just as important. The 
RCA are helping all racecourses to 
provide customers with an enjoyable 
experience through the launch of Pace 

Yourself Plus – an extension of the 
pioneering Pace Yourself campaign 
which was the first of its kind in sport 
and has been running for five years. You 
can find out more about Pace Yourself 
Pace in this edition on page five.

Also in April’s copy of Update you will 
find Racecourse in Focus on page nine 
carries news of upgrades to facilities at 
Windsor ahead of their season getting 
underway and interesting insight into 
Pontefract’s newest recruit George 
Chaloner on page 16.

Enjoy the start of spring – if ever it 
arrives!

After the snow of March has come the rain in April and it doesn’t 
seem like we’ve had two dry days in a row for a very long time.
Words by Will Aitkenhead

WELCOME
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NEWS FROM 
THE RCA

The latest from the RCA, with a look 
at the Raceday Experience Group, 
the Racecourse in Focus  and the 
Sponsorship figures for March 2018.



Alcohol education charity Drinkaware 
and The Racecourse Association 
are launching ‘Pace Yourself Plus’, an 
enhanced version of their successful 
‘Pace Yourself’ responsible drinking 
campaign. It will be in operation at 
racecourses this year, with a specific 
focus on some of the sport’s biggest 
events.

Pace Yourself has been running for five 
years at all 59 Racecourse Association 
courses in Great Britain. It is designed 
to help the six million people who visit 
a racecourse every year to enjoy the 
experience, by encouraging people to 
‘pace themselves’. Messages about 
alternating every alcoholic beverage 
with a soft drink or free tap water, 
eating during the day and tracking their 
drinking are communicated via various 
channels at racecourses, including 
posters, race day programmes, big 
screen adverts and POS at the free 
water stations.

Pace Yourself Plus is an extension of this 
successful campaign and will include: 

• A rounded training programme for 
racecourse staff to be accredited as 
‘Pace Yourself Crew’, an adaptation 
of the Drinkaware Crew programme 
operating in bars and clubs. Training 
will help equip staff to counter 
alcohol-related harms, and support 
customers who may be vulnerable 
as a result of excessive drinking 

• An e-learning programme for 
raceday staff to learn the basics 
of responsible alcohol service in a 
racecourse environment

• Updated coach and group booking 
forms allowing racecourse to better 
understand where there customers 
are coming from

• A new suite of supporting 
promotional collateral

Additionally, Drinkaware and the 
Racecourse Association support the 
Pace Yourself campaign on social media 
around a number of the larger racing 
events, including the Randox Health 
Grand National Festival, Boodles May 
Festival at Chester, Royal Ascot, the 
Qatar Goodwood Festival, the William 
Hill St Leger Festival at Doncaster and 
the William Hill Ayr Gold Cup Festival.

Rommel Moseley, Director of Business 
Development & Partnerships at 
Drinkaware, said, “A day at the races is 

a wonderful experience for millions of 
people every year and many of them 
will enjoy alcoholic drinks as part of the 
occasion.

“The Pace Yourself campaign was 
introduced as a way of encouraging 
racegoers to think about and moderate 
their alcohol consumption over what 
can be a very long day and make the 
most of the event. We’re delighted 
that the Racecourse Association 
is continuing to help racecourse 
customers make informed decisions 
about their drinking and enhancing the 
campaign through Pace Yourself Plus.”

Paul Swain, Brand & Experience Manager 
at the Racecourse Association, added, 
“The Racecourse Association was 
the first sporting partner to work with 
Drinkaware and we’re proud to have 
created the Pace Yourself campaign 
with them.

“This campaign about responsible 
drinking, which all racecourses are 
communicating to their customers, 
is designed to give customers clear 
advice about moderating their drinking. 
Pace Yourself Plus strengthens the 
campaign by providing better training 
for racecourse staff and we’re delighted 
to be launching it across all our courses 
and ultimately improving everyone’s 
experience of a day at the races.”

PACE YOURSELF PLUS
Words by Will Aitkenhead

Proudly
supports

PAC E  YO U R S E LF
ALLOW ONE SOFT DRINK BET WEEN  

EVERY ALCOHOLIC DRINK

“A day at the races is a 
wonderful experience for 
millions of people every 
year and many of them 
will enjoy alcoholic drinks 
as part of the occasion."
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RACEDAY EXPERIENCE 
GROUP
Words by Paul Swain

Good ideas roundtable:
New video cards for all winning connections… staff-
focussed RCTV to help prep for premium racedays… 
additional touch screen stations in owners facilities… 
selfie walls for racegoers to framed photographs… new 
family zones for racegoers… installation of contactless 
payment at all turnstiles and bars… racegoer vote to name 
a racecourse bar. 

New Group Membership
Caroline Davies welcomed Richard Hammill (Pontefract), 
Liam Johnson (Huntingdon) and Rachel Kingdon-Saxby 
(Ascot) to the Group and wished Amy Swales and Nadia 
Powell all the best as they stepped down from the Group 
due to maternity leave. 

The Raceday Experience Group met on Tuesday 20 March and was represented 
by:

Caroline Davies (Chair)
Ilona Barnett (Stratford)
Sam Cone (ARC)
Philip Duncan (Musselburgh)
Alex Eade (Goodwood)
David Fraser (Harrison:Fraser)
Fraser Garrity (Chelmsford City)
Liam Johnson (Huntingdon)

Rachel Kingdon-Saxby (Ascot)
Steve Parlett (Kempton Park)
Hayley Plimley (Uttoxeter)
Toby Shaw (GBR)
Paul Swain (RCA)
Gregg Taylor (GBR)
Katy Webster (Perth)
Rachel White (ARC)

SIX THINGS YOU NEED 
TO KNOW FROM REG...

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Your Showcase & Awards
The Group provided feedback on the Showcase & Awards discussion paper which encompassed feedback 
received by the RCA from racecourses. Key decisions included a revision of the judging panel, a refresh of the 
#TopSpot Award, a move to a two-course dinner and inclusion of environmental factors within specific award 
criteria. 

U18s Race Free
The GBR team presented an outline of the forthcoming U18s Race Free campaign which has been enhanced 
based on stakeholder feedback from 2017. Subject to contract acceptance, the new ambassadors are A-list 
celebrities who will bring a genuine buzz around the sport. 

Community lives in Warwick
Well, rather the Racing Together Community Engagement Workshop does. Bookings are now being taken 
and delegates can expect to learn about how to create community engagement programmes using their own 
brand values and hear best practice from outside of racing from the Leeds Rhinos Foundation. 

Roughly translated, your customers are using emojis more than ever to communicate their experience. Big 
brands such as the Evening Standard and Air New Zealand are using emojis in everyday communication with 
customers, meaning this practice is common within the leisure sector. 

End your day on the right high
As part of the RCA’s Have a Great Day at the Races strategy, a drug deterrent programme is to be piloted 
across British Racecourses. There is no place for recreational drugs on our racecourses and it is our 
responsibility to deter those who would choose to bring them so that all can enjoy their day in a safe, fun 
environment. 

QARS 2018 is live!
The 2018 Quality Assured Racecourse Assessment is now live and your racecourse will be ‘mystery shop’ 
assessed on a ‘top 20%’ raceday. Please take a look at the Defining Excellence guide to ensure you get the best 
score possible when your assessor visits. 

Back to content page  Back to content page  6    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018 7    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018



SHOWCASE & 
AWARDS 2018
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As thoughts turn to summer, and 
of course the return of the Flat, 
many racing fans will once again 

be looking forward to an afternoon, or 
evening, at Royal Windsor.

The Berkshire track, famous for being 
the only figure of eight Flat course in 
Britain, is run by Executive Director 
Simon Williams who has been in place 
since the beginning of 2017. This follows 
a period of three years running Fontwell 
Park and a career prior to racing in 
marketing roles in football.

“This will be my second season of racing 
at Royal Windsor, and I’m really looking 
forward to getting going, it’s been a long 
winter!” says Williams.

“After a short run into the start of our 
first season last year, we certainly had 
a couple of issues to contend with, but 
I’m really grateful to the team here and 
at ARC for supporting our vision for the 
racecourse.

“We think that customers, both 
racegoers and horsemen, are going to 
like what they see when they join us for 
racing this summer, with a busy schedule 
of events along with refreshed facilities 
for Owners and Trainers and for Stable 
Staff also.”

One of the major investments that the 
team have made at Royal Windsor is 
the new Owners and Trainers facility. 
Formerly known as the ‘1866’ bar, 
the new facility encompasses two 
former boxes on the ground floor of 
the Paddock Pavilion stand, so that 
Owners and Trainers will have their own 
dedicated area with views over both the 

paddock and the track, with a bar and 
buffet to enjoy.

In addition to the new Owners and 
Trainers facility, the team have 
completely redesigned the hospitality 
experience with 3 newly re-branded 
restaurants which have been refurbished 
for the start of the new season. The 
changes also bring in brand new menus 
based on feedback from last year.

The eyes of the world will be on Windsor 
in May, when Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle marry at Windsor Castle. Of 
course, the racecourse is making sure 
that it plays its part in the festivities.

“We race on the Monday before the 
wedding on Saturday, which we’ve 
rebranded as Royal Ale Racenight,” says 
Marketing Manager Max Roberts.

“The party will continue throughout the 
week, however, with open air cinema 
screenings in the evenings before the 
big day on Saturday, where we’ll be 
hosting a ‘park and float’ scheme for 
visitors. 

“We’re really well located by the M4 to 
help alleviate heavy traffic in the town 
centre, so people can come and park, 
before getting the boat into town to join 
in the party. Alternatively, if they want 
to skip the crowds, we’ll be showing 
the wedding and FA Cup Final on our 
big screen and having a ‘Best of British 
Party’ at the racecourse. It’s set to be a 
busy week!”

On the track, the popular RCA Showcase 
nominated Sky Bet Summer Sprint 
Series, with its £75,000 Finale, returns as 
one of the highlights of the programme, 
along with other quality races such as 
the Listed Royal Windsor Stakes, Listed 
Leisure Stakes and the Group 3 Winter 
Hill Stakes.  The racecourse welcomes 
new Clerk Eloise Quayle, a former 
travelling head person with trainer Ben 
Pauling.

Williams concludes, “We realise what a 
special place Royal Windsor has within 
the racing industry, and we honestly 
can’t wait to get started on Monday 
16 April. Fingers crossed we get the 
weather to match our ambition!”

IT’S THE RACECOURSE 
IN FOCUS
Words by Max Roberts

A Big Summer Planned
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The date and location for the 2018 Racecourse Groundstaff Course has now been finalised as follows:
 
18-23 November 2018     -  Racecourse Groundstaff Turf Management Skills Course
    The British Racing School, Newmarket 

For more information on upcoming IOG courses or to reserve a place on the above course please contact Diann or 
Su at learning@iog.org at the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton 
Mill, Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Tel: 01908 312511.

RACECOURSE 
GROUNDSTAFF COURSES

DID YOU KNOW...
The General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR), are due to come 
into force on 25 May 2018.   

To assist racecourses in preparing for 
this change the RCA, in conjunction 

with Burges Salmon, staged 2 regional 
workshops to look at practical 
considerations for racecourses in 
complying with the regulations. 

Following the sessions, the RCA has 

invited questions from racecourses and 
will generate further FAQ information 
for racecourses.  

Back to content page  10    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018

mailto:learning%40iog.org?subject=


BADGES & PASS 2018

The need-to-knows

Badge Posters

Eight copies of the large poster 
and four copies of the A4 sized 
poster for 2018 have been sent to 
all racecourses.  Extra copies and 
electronic copies are available on 
request from Carol Walker

RCA & Media 
Accreditation Lists

Copies of the lists of 2018 RCA 
and Media Accreditation holders 
are available on request from Carol 
Walker

Missing Badges

RCA: 359, 360, 558, 559, 639, 640, 969,  1647, 2273, 2279, 2313, 2383
Press:  
PJA:  116, 146, 250
NTF:  306, 307,  403, 404, 500, 501,1016, 1042, 1043, 1067, 1068, 1069, 1070, 1192, 1193, 1208, 1209, 1239, 

1301, 1302, 1317, 1347
Officials: 118, 163
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TURBO CHARGE CAMPAIGN 
WAVE 3 ― RESULTS

The judging panel, chaired by Stephen 
Atkin with Rod Street and Toby Shaw, 
reviewed each of the applications in 
detail and decided upon:

• Ffos Las (Ladies Day)

• Chelmsford City (Gentlemen’s Day)

• Cartmel (July Saturday)

• York (Ebor Festival) 

The successful racecourses will see 
their marketing teams supplemented 
by consultants from Two Circles, the BT 
Sports Industry Awards agency of the 
year, in a bid to grow the attendance of 
the respective racedays.

This final wave of applications comes 
after six campaigns have already been 
awarded, with racedays at Hamilton 
Park, Doncaster and Newmarket already 
completed in wave one and Bath, 
Musselburgh and Newbury to come in 
spring 2018.

A key element of being selected for a 
Turbo Charge campaign is agreement 
to share learnings with all racecourses 
in the resulting case studies. Case 
studies from the first three campaigns 
will be released imminently, whilst the 
subsequent racedays from waves two 
and three will follow.

Chairman of the judging panel Stephen 
Atkin commented “It has been a 
pleasure to review each application 
throughout the Turbo Charge process 
and it is heartening to see so many of 
the learnings of Insight = Growth being 
activated by racecourses. We are seeing 
some positive trends in customer 
purchase behaviour which can only help 
us grow attendances overall in the years 
ahead.

“Congratulations to Ffos Las, 
Chelmsford city, Cartmel and York, all 
of which put in wonderful applications. 
I look forward to monitoring the 
campaigns closely and sharing the 

results with all racecourses later this 
year.”

GBR Chief Executive Rod Street 
commented “Throughout the three 
waves of judging for Turbo Charge, the 
racecourses have made it very difficult 
for the panel due to the overall quality of 
their submissions. What’s really positive 
is that the outcomes of the successful 
entries will be shared with all courses, so 
everyone gets to benefit.””

Gareth Balch, Chief Executive of Two 
Circles, added “Congratulations to 
the additional four racecourses that 
will benefit by applying the learnings 
from Insight=Growth into the proven 
approaches in turbo charge campaigns. 
Our team is looking forward to sharing 
these learnings with the industry 
and continuing the positive growth in 
advanced ticket sales that will underpin 
sustainable revenue growth for 
courses.”

The RCA and GBR are delighted to announce the results of the third and final wave 
of turbo charge applications as part of the Insight = Growth programme.
Words by Paul Swain

Back to content page  12    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018



RACEGOERS CLUB 

Words by Sophie Hellyer

Following an impressive debut win by 
Swiss Belle for the Racegoers Club 
Owners Group at Wolverhampton in 
February, she is a very exciting prospect 
for this coming season with Malton 
based trainer Richard Fahey confident 
that she will continue to improve. 

By Swiss Spirit and out of a mare called 
Belatorio, there is plenty of speed in the 
pedigree while there is also stamina in 
the shape of Belatorio’s half-brother 
Sword Fighter who won the Queen’s 
Vase at Royal Ascot over 2m in 2016. 

Swiss Belle is bred by Whitsbury Manor 
Stud who the Racegoers Club have 
enjoyed remarkable success with in 
recent times. Having had four fillies 
from Whitsbury race in Racegoers Club 
colours, Swiss Belle was the fourth of 
them to record a win and keep up the 
100% record. 

Racegoers Club is looking ahead to the Flat season and celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary with a golden line up of Flat Horse Owners Groups. 

Racegoers Club is delighted to once 
again team up with Clive Cox to offer 
an exciting Owners Group for 2018. 
Clive has enjoyed remarkable success 
in recent years including training Royal 
Ascot winners Heartache, My Dream 
Boat and Profitable in the last two 
seasons. 

Based in Lambourn at Beechdown 
Farm Stables, Clive has been affiliated 
with the Racegoers Club for a couple of 
years and provided our members with 
some great memories, including the 
moment when our previous Racegoers 
Club horse, Glacier Point, won last year 
at Chepstow. 

This time Racegoers Club is joining 
forces with Clive with a two-year-old 
Lethal Force colt and Clive knows the 
family well having trained both Lethal 
Force and the dam Malilla. 

Clive has entered the colt at the first 
stage for the Weatherbys Racing 
Bank £300,000 2-year-old Stakes at 
Doncaster on Thursday 13 September 
during the St Leger meeting. The race 
is open to any two-year-olds whose 

sire established one or more yearling 
sales during 2017 and the weights for 
the race are determined by the median 
price of a horse’s sire’s yearlings sold in 
2017 so it could be an exciting long-
term target. 

Golden Force 2yo Colt – Trained by Clive Cox

Swiss Belle 3yo Filly – Trained by Richard Fahey

For more information on any of the Racegoers Club Owners Groups or events, 
please visit: www.racegoersclub.co.uk

These Owners Groups are priced at 
a one-off cost of just £295, which 
covers the member for the season. 
Each Owners Group is limited to a 
maximum of 150 shares per group, 

which ensures a great service and 
means that all Owners Group members 
have the opportunity to experience 
the benefits of racehorse ownership 
including regular training updates and 

the chance to receive an Owners and 
Trainers badge, allocated by a ballot, to 
watch the horse run in the Racegoers 
Club colours.
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SPONSORSHIP 
 

Below is an overview of sponsorship activity in March 2018, using data provided by Weatherbys, the 
EBF, the RCA and the Racing Calendar.  

             

General – races that went ahead in March  

Total races      678 Total sponsored races   631 93% sponsored 
Total AW races     281 Total sponsored AW races 274 98% sponsored 
Total Turf Flat races        27 Total sponsored Turf Flat races    27 100% sponsored 
Total Jumps races     370 Total sponsored Jumps 329 89% sponsored 

 
Total Prize Value of Races Sponsored (not sponsorship contributions):  £11,969,748 
 
Sponsorship Sectors  
 
Top ten sectors by number of races sponsored  Top ten sectors by prize value  
 
 

Sector Total 
races 

% of total 
sponsored 

Betting   489    77% 
Broadcaster/Media     28      4% 
Food/Drink     23      4% 
Private/Individual     21      3% 
Racing Administration     20      3% 
Charity     14      2% 
Construction     10      2% 
Finance/Data     10      2% 
Insurance      9      1% 
Bloodstock      7      1% 

 
 
Top 5 Sponsors by number of races sponsored Top 5 sponsors by prize value 
              

Sponsor Races      %   Sponsor Races Value 
Betway    99      15 Betway      99 £ 1,604,775 
188BET    93      13 32Red       89 £ 1,193,191 
32Red    89      13 Sun Bets       50 £ 838,380 
Totesport    63       9 IT Solutions        2 £ 759,380 
Sun Bets    50       7 Totesport      63  £ 732,515 

 
If you have any questions about this report please contact Kevin Walsh at the RCA on 01344 625723, 
or email kevin.walsh@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Sector  Value 
Betting £ 7,165,239 
IT Solutions  £ 759,380 
Broadcaster/Media £ 509,424 
Food/Drink £ 463,293 
Insurance £ 429,500 
Racing Administration £ 414,055 
Private/Individual £ 387,971 
Tourism £ 350,000 
Construction £ 312,162 
Finance/Date £ 269,500 
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NEWS FROM 
THE SPORT

A look at the wider world of horseracing 
including updates from the BHA, GBRI, 
and Racing to School plus 5 Minutes of 
Fame with George Chaloner.



On what day of the week were you 
born and what was number one in 
the charts?
I was born on a Friday at 5pm to be 
precise!  Number one that week was 
“Jump” by KRIS KROSS which is a 
TUNE!!!!!

When you were a child what did you 
want to be when you grew up?
I am from a racing background so 
being a jockey was on the cards for 
me from an early age! Riding was a big 
part of my childhood and I learnt a lot 
hunting all over Lincolnshire. It was 
always my dream to become a jockey 
(as like many) and I was lucky enough 
to have a brilliant riding career in 
England and around the world. 

What makes you tick? 
Challenging myself by getting out of 
my comfort zone.

What’s your guilty pleasure?
Quite partial to McDonalds Chicken 
Nuggets!

What’s the daftest work related 
question you have ever been asked?
As many people will know, I only 
started here at Pontefract in January 
2018 after being forced to retire early 
from the saddle due to injury, so as 
of yet, I haven’t had many questions 
come my way! However, when I was 
riding the daftest question I used to 
ALWAYS get was “Any tips?” which I 
would reply “Yeah, put your socks on 
before your shoes!”

Which tune is the most played on 
your iTunes? 
Mr Brightside by the Killers! 

What is your favourite racing 
memory? 
My favourite racing memory would 
be winning the Wokingham at Royal 
Ascot back in 2014 on the Richard 
Fahey trained Baccarat for Sir Robert 
Ogden. It was an amazing day and 
one that I will never forget!  The 
following week I partnered 8 winners 
and finished the week off by winning 
the Northumberland Plate on the 
Saturday on Angel Gabrial.

Name one thing that drives you 
crazy?
People leaving their indicators on.

If you weren’t at work today, what 
might you be doing instead? 
I would probably be out with my two 
dogs Charlie & Dougie up the gallops 
at Malton (They both can be seen on 
a regular basis on Pontefract Social 
Media Pages!) 

If you were writing your 
autobiography the name of it would 
be...
Falling With Style, Chaloner’s up’s and 
down’s!

What do you find most rewarding?
Hard work paying off.

What is your most bizarre talent?
Being able to talk without moving my 
lips!

What is something about you that 
most people don’t know?
I can play the guitar to grade A level.

George Chaloner
Pontefract Racecourse, 
Management Assistant / 
Trainee Clerk Of The Course

MINUTES OF FAME 5
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GBR supported Sport Relief in its 
national challenge to reach 1 Billion 
steps, through a number of offline and 
online pieces of activation.

A jockey-themed exercise video was 
produced featuring Sir AP McCoy and 
Luke Harvey which was both promoted 
across social media and hosted natively 
within the Sport Relief App itself.

Alongside the video, a racing mini-
league was created to allow racecourse 
teams to compete against one-another 
to see who could achieve more steps 
throughout the week 17 – 23 March. 
Congratulations to the Arena Racing 
team who finished top of the list!

On course, a pop-up tent was erected 
on the penultimate and final days of the 
Cheltenham Festival to raise awareness 
of the challenge and allow punters to 
contribute. 

Local and national media such as Radio 
5 Live took the opportunity to promote 
it.

GREAT BRITISH RACING
Words by Fred Motley

Sport Relief Does Racing

This month sees the return of popular 
Grand National ‘Dating App’, Mane 
Match. 

The app will again list all 40 Horses set 
for the world’s most famous Jumps race 
and will allow social punters to pick their 
favourite horses based on fun filters like 
the jockey colours, horses’ name and 
age.  

While we will be principally promoting the 
game across social media, we shall also 
be using a social ambassador to endorse 
the game to regional and national media 
in the lead up to the Aintree Festival.

Mane Match
At the start of the month we sent out 
300 Easter themed eggs to local media 
contacts detailing the race days that 
were set to take place over the bank 
holiday weekend and the fact that 
“Under 18s Race Free”. 

GBR led on the promotion of Luke 
Morris’ coronation as All-Weather 
Champion Jockey at Newcastle on 
Good Friday. A congratulatory graphic 

and press release detailing his excellent 
winter season was distributed to media 
and promoted across social media. 

Live coverage was given to both 
Lingfield Park and Newcastle on the 
day, highlighting big wins for the French 
connections at Lingfield and the 
Kentucky Derby bound Gronkowski 
winning at Newcastle.

Easter

Back to content page  17    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018



GBRI hosted international guests for 
four days of the Cheltenham Festival. 
Guests included bloodstock agents, 
international visitors and potential 
partners for the future. 

International guests from Canada also 
visited Newmarket and Lambourn 
to visit studs and trainers, exploring 
British racing and breeding industries 
beyond the Festival.

GBRI was present to help promote the 
Tattersalls Ireland Cheltenham Sale 
after racing on Thursday 15 March.  

Throughout the Festival GBRI 
promoted the various successes 
of British breeders via social media 
and the key racing publications. The 
headline victories were Penhill in the 
Stayers’ Hurdle and Presenting Percy in 
the RSA chase. 

Words by Daisy Wales

Cheltenham Festival

GOING GLOBAL

Team British Racing

GBRI & Goffs UK in 
America
GBRI worked with Goffs UK on a joint 
venture to America to specifically target 
American bloodstock agents and buyers 
with a view to encouraging them to visit 
Goffs UK’s Breeze-Up Sale in April. 

As a result of the trip, some potential 
American buyers flew over for the 
Breeze-Up sale which took place on the 
9 and 10 April.

TBR continues to go from strength 
to strength. The team included eight 
representatives at Meydan for Dubai 
World Cup night, representing seven 
British trainers. 

Sheikhzayedroad, trained by David 
Simcock, was the flagship result for 
TBR when finishing second in a very hot 
renewal of the Group 2 Dubai Gold Cup. 

Team British Racing continues to provide 
a platform for promoting British trained 
success on the international stage.
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The BHA has recently confirmed 
the scope of the review of welfare 
at Cheltenham racecourse and the 
Cheltenham Festival.

The review will look at the 
circumstances surrounding all recent 
equine fatalities and long-term injuries 
at the Cheltenham Festival – and 
more generally at the racecourse’s 

other fixtures – before publishing 
recommendations that have the 
intention of further reducing the level of 
risk to our equine athletes.

Read more

BRITISH HORSERACING 
AUTHORITY

Our Safeguarding Policy and 
Regulations will be formally published 
and implemented later this year, once 
we have facilitated a programme of 
training for relevant stakeholders and 
participants. In the meantime, we have 
published the policy and regulations, 
together with a Code of Conduct 

setting some minimum standards 
across the sport, in draft form, to allow 
those who will be required to adhere 
to them an opportunity to understand 
and process the implications for 
them and their employees ahead of 
implementation.

If you would like to know more about 
Safeguarding or have any concerns then 
you can contact Lead Safeguarding 
Manager, Matt Mancini directly via 
safeguarding@britishhorseracing.com.

Read more

Safeguarding Update
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We are currently in the process 
of reviewing the performance 
of past grants, including an 

analysis of targets, outcomes and 
sustainability and are considering 
further Key Performance Indicators that 
will be set to ensure the aims of our 
new 2018-2020 strategy are achieved. 
(A pdf of the strategy document 
is available on our website: www.
racingfoundation.co.uk/latest-news).

In the meantime, the reports we receive 
on projects we are funding show that 
great progress continues to be made:  

The Jockey Study research project, 
being undertaken by Oxford University, 
has completed its study of bone 
scans and body composition of 187 
newly licensed jockeys over a five year 
period (it concluded that a significant 
proportion were found to have poor 
bone health but also to have lower 
muscle mass and higher body fat 
than expected when compared to 

other weight-restricted elite sports); 
has surveyed 224 retired jockeys to 
understand the nature of their injuries; 
and has embarked on a 12-month study 
of 223 jockeys (within 10 years from 
first license) to explore the relationship 
between baseline screening results and 
injuries sustained. We very much look 
forward to seeing the full findings of this 
study at the end of 2018.

The first ever research into gender 
diversity in British horseracing was 
conducted by Oxford Brookes University 
and Women in Racing and the findings 
indicated that whilst progress was being 
made at all levels within horseracing, 
there were still issues that needed 
addressing. We are delighted to report 
that in response to the findings the BHA 
has set up a Diversity in Racing Steering 
Group to drive the agenda forward. 

For other updates please check out our 
website: www.racingfoundation.co.uk.

Since inception, the Racing Foundation has awarded more 
than £9million of grants towards a variety of projects being 
delivered for the benefit of the horseracing industry.
Words by Tansy Challis

GRANTS IN ACTION
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The year has started with plenty of 
activity for Racing to School, with 2,731 
young people attending events from 
over 69 different schools and Pony 
Clubs. In addition to our Education 
and Riders’ programme days, we have 
also been busy with our Newmarket 
Academy Godolphin Beacon project, 

which has included a well-received day 
of mock interviews for students with 
either special educational needs or 
English as an additional language.

We also managed a first, by running one 
of our events at a Point-to-Point fixture. 
A group of local Pony Club members 
and parents attended the Flint & 

Denbigh Hunt meeting at Bangor-on- 
Dee Racecourse in early March. We were 
given a great reception on a successful 
day for the group.

We are well on our way to delivering 
another record year with our plan to 
reach to 14,000 young people. 

Words by Rob Sage

A STRONG START TO 
THE YEAR 

Pupils from Hull Colligate School at Market Rasen on a rare sunny day in March

Racing to School is delighted to have 
been approved as a partner of the 
AmazonSmile website, supported by 
the AmazonSmile Foundation. This 
fantastic initiative provides a website 
(smile.amazon.com) that looks and 
functions in the exact same way as 
Amazon’s traditional website. However, 

with AmazonSmile every amazon 
purchase you make will be matched by a 
0.5% donation from the AmazonSmile 
Foundation to your selected charity.

It’s easy to sign up to the initiative and 
simple to select Racing to School as 
the chosen charity. There is no cost to 

the shopper beyond the purchase price 
but a great feeling that every purchase 
will contribute to our free educational 
activity days for young people 
nationwide.

To get started click here.

Amazon Create a Smart and Free Way for Supporters to Help Racing to School
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Words by Adam Harman

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS

All Weather Championships Finals Day at Lingfield Park had 
some special guests with South London-based volunteer 
group Girlhood Active attending their first day at the races. 
The group of Year 10 students were hosted by youth charity 
Active Communities Network and braved torrential rain to 
promote their work and fundraise to help support homeless 
people in their local borough of Lambeth. Ensuring that they 
had a warm welcome was recently-retired jockey Sammy Jo 

Bell, who is a supporter of racing’s engagement with young 
people.

One of the group members, Abigail said of the day: “I am really 
happy we were given this opportunity and able to learn new 
things, getting close to a horse for the first time was really 
cool.” 

For the full story go to Girlhood Active .

Sammy Jo Bell Welcomes Volunteer Group Girlhood Active 
to Lingfield Park.

Building on the success of past Give & Gain days, the 
renamed volunteer day for the sport is the Racing Together 
Community Day, which takes place on Friday 11 May.  Racing 
Together partners will take part in various activities, including 
racecourses nationwide.  The BHA offices will host a group of 
school pupils giving them a unique insight into the running of 
the sport’s head office.  A record 15 racecourses took part last 

year, with racecourse staff undertaking various roles, including: 
supporting a local soup kitchen, litter picking in the community, 
gardening at the local train station and donating items to 
charities.  Please commit to supporting this day of giving back.

For inspiration and details of how to get involved, please visit 
Racing Together Community Day 

Racing Together Community Day Friday 11 May 

Sammy Jo Bell talking to members of volunteer group Girlhood Active at Lingfield Park
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WORKING ON 
BOOSTING 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2018

The Racegoers Club has announced 
Racing Welfare as its official charity 
partner which will offer the support 
of the club and its 4,000 strong 
membership to the charity and its 
ongoing mission to offer help and 
guidance to racing’s workforce.

The collaboration will see The 
Racegoers Club, the official supporters 
club for British racing fans, raising 
money for Racing Welfare through 
racecourse events and stable visits as 
well as donating prizes for auctions and 
raffles.

Alongside this resource, and with the 
backing of The Racing Foundation 
and Do-It Trust, the website Racing 
Together is a place where racing 

charities can recruit from over 120,000 
registered volunteers for ongoing 
support or one-off events. 

In consultation with a number of the 
sport’s human and equine charities, 
it was identified that racing charities 
would benefit from a central resource to 
aid their recruitment of volunteers.

Racing Welfare heavily relies on 
fundraising to provide the support we 
offer and volunteers are vital in helping 
us achieve our goal in providing help to 
staff in the racing industry wherever it is 
required. 

Volunteers are needed either 
through working directly in support 
of beneficiaries or through raising 

much needed funds that help us to 
continue supporting the workforce. We 
very much welcome new volunteers 
in all sorts of roles to help us carry on 
providing assistance to those who need 
us.

Racing Welfare has tapped into two different channels this year in hope of 
increasing our pool of volunteers for the upcoming events of our 2018 fundraising 
calendar.
Words by Parris Lane

Racing Welfare is always looking for 
volunteers to assist at events. 

Please visit the Getting Involved - 
Volunteering section at 
www.racingwelfare.co.uk or 
call 0800 6300 443 for more 
information and to find out how to 
apply.
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The Club is pleased to announce that 
members will have the opportunity to 
attend the popular TBA regional Days.  

These events often include a visit to 
trainers' yards and stud farms and are 
a great way of meeting like-minded 
people, visiting places often not open to 
visitors.  A limited number of spaces are 
reserved for members at a discounted 
rate, which includes lunch.  

Upcoming regional days include:
• Wednesday, April 25 
           A tour of Weatherbys.
• Tuesday, May 8
           A visit to David Dennis Racing,                 
           & a tour of Throckmorton Stud.
•  Wednesday, May 30
            A visit to Hillwood Stud.
•  Wednesday, June 6  
            A tour of Floors Stud and Floors          
            Castle 
•  Thursday, June 28
           A visit to Ralph Beckett’s Kimpton  
           Down Stables. 

Do you know someone who would be 
interested in joining the club and would 
like to learn more about bloodstock and 
the breeding industry? 

For further information and to book your 
place, please visit the Thoroughbred 
Club’s website or email info@
thethoroughbredclub.co.uk 

THE THOROUGHBRED CLUB

Words by Alice Thurtle

The Thoroughbred Club is a social, educational and professional club open to all 
16 to 35-year olds with a passion for horseracing and who wish to gain an in-depth 
insight into the bloodstock industry. 

THOROUGHBRED 
BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
Words by Alice Thurtle

TBA 3-2-1 Point to Point Bonus

The Thoroughbred Breeders’ 
Association’s 3-2-1 Bonus gives mares 
the opportunity to win a bonus of up 
to £3,000 in any of the three end-of-
season point to point bumpers run under 
rules at Exeter (24 April), Aintree (18 
May) and Stratford (8 June). 

The initiative was introduced as part of 
the TBA’s work to improve opportunities 
for mares and help them graduate 
through point-to-point and the NH race 
programme.

The 3-2-1 Bonus operates on a sliding 
scale with the highest placed mare 
receiving a £1,000 bonus, a further 
£1,000 (£2,000 total prize), if she is 
British bred and another £1,000 (£3,000 
total prize), if she is owned by a TBA 
member. The prize will apply to the 
highest placed mare in the first five 
finishers only.

Mare owners with eligible horses can join 
the TBA to qualify for the bonus, up to 
the day prior to the qualifying bumper in 
which the horse is entered.

For more information on the bonus and 
T&Cs, please visit our Website.

National Hunt Mare Owners' Prize Scheme – April Races.

RACECOURSE RACE 
DATE

RACE 
NO

Uttoxeter 7/4/2018 32117
Ludlow 9/4/2018 32156
Southwell 10/4/2018 32174
Aintree 12/4/2018 32207
Taunton 12/4/2018 32196
Cheltenham 19/4/2018 32324
Cheltenham 19/4/2018 32321
Cheltenham 19/4/2018 32327
Cheltenham 19/4/2018 32325
Cheltenham 19/4/2018 32323
Ayr 20/4/2018 32352
Southwell 20/4/2018 32346
Hexham 23/4/2018 32405
Newton Abbot 23/4/2018 32413
Sedgefield 23/4/2018 32426
Huntingdon 23/4/2018 32444
Taunton 25/4/2018 32463
Perth 27/4/2018 32495
Perth 27/4/2018 32491
Towcester 27/4/2018 32547
Towcester 27/4/2018 32543

For more information on NHMOPS and 
how you can highlight that your course 
hosts these valuable races, including 
big screen, racecard adverts and 
presentation cheques please contact 
the TBA Office at info@thetba.co.uk or 
01638 661321.
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At their final Jumps meeting of the 
season Ascot Racecourse provided 
student groups from St George’s 
independent girls school a platform as 
they participated in the national Young 
Enterprise programme which aims to 

teach students the fundamental skills 
of starting up and running a successful 
business.

Students from the Lower Sixth were 
allowed to sell the products at the 

racecourse from their Young Enterprise 
Companies to boost their profits as a 
result and provide them with valuable 
retail experience.

Tom's main task is to oversee the 
management and implementation 
of distribution policies for HBLB’s 
expenditure in fixture-related areas 
(prize money, raceday services, fixture 
incentives; and all the associated 
administration such as GPF calculations 
and fixture funding auctions).
 

He will also oversee HBLB’s operational 
relationships with racing and betting 
organisations on matters relating to 
improving Levy generation; and work 
with racing and betting organisations 
as required on the transfer of HBLB’s 
distributive responsibilities to the Racing 
Authority planned for 2019.

He will be in contact with racecourses 
after his arrival.

Any questions should be directed to Alan 
Delmonte, Chief Executive: 
Email: alan.delmonte@hblb.org.uk. 
Tel: 020 7333 0043
HBLB, 21 Bloomsbury Street, London 
WC1B 3HF.

NEW APPOINTMENT AT HBLB

Words by Annabel Fearn

HBLB has appointed Tom Byrne as Operations Manager.  He is currently Operations 
Manager for GBI Racing and will start on 16 April.

COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITY 
Words by Will Aitkenhead
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The support of Racecourses is essential 
to the scheme as the ROA develops it 
and the benefits due to owners.  The 
introduction of the Jackpot+ Races 
in 2017 saw the partnership between 
the ROA and Racecourses develop 
further as racedays are enhanced with 
the provision of hospitality for ROA 
members, and travelling expenses for 
runners in the Jackpot Race, and 2018 
saw the introduction of a bonus of £500 
for the yard of the Winning Horse if the 
Owners (and Trainer) are qualified.

As well as benefitting the winning 
connections, the scheme also drives 
increased field sizes, typically producing 
above industry averages.  The scheme 
is publicised to Owners and Trainers to 

encourage them to target the races 
with runners, and the ROA is looking 
to develop a quarterly publication that 
will run in parallel with the Programme 
Books to promote the races.  In order to 
assist with this, it would be very helpful if 
Racecourses could confirm their ROA/
Racing Post Jackpot Race at the time 
of the submission of the Programme 
Book.  Racecourses are encouraged to 
select races which would benefit from 
increased field sizes.  Further info can be 
found at www.roa.co.uk/jackpot

Please email pkirkby@roa.co.uk with 
race conditions and any queries about 
the ROA/Racing Post Owners Jackpot 
Scheme.

OWNERS JACKPOT 
SCHEME

Words by Sadie Evans

The ROA/Racing Post Owners Jackpot Scheme is now in its 5th year, and prize-
money for ROA members has been boosted by more than £400,000 since 2014.

Back to content page  26    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018

http://www.roa.co.uk/jackpot 
mailto:pkirkby%40roa.co.uk?subject=


Back to content page  27    |   RCA Update Newsletter 2018

NEWS FROM 
OUR PARTNERS

A word from partners of the RCA and the 
latest ates for British Racing Overview.



WATT FENCES

  PVC HONEYCOMBED SPIGOTS/ INFILL TUBES 

 
Approved by the BHA in April 2014, the  PVC infill tube which can 
replace the steel tube. 
The PVC honeycombed infill tube, is a footing that can be directly 
fixed into the ground. Very economical, it remains an alternative 
to the traditional steel posts that are driven or concreted into the 
ground. 
More flexible than a steel infill tube, it has the advantage of 
snapping at its base in the case of a major impact on the post. It is 
easy and inexpensive to replace. 

 

 
 

 

 

Recommended uses 
This Infill Tube offers the maximum safety to horses and jockeys where ever the highest safety 
standards are required: inside and outside lanes, bends, before and after the finishing line.  
 Installation Method 
Swan neck posts slips onto PVC honeycombed putlocks. 
The putlocks are inserted in PVC tubes embedded in concrete 
blocks. 
Height adjustment with washers. 
In case of ground subsidence the adjustment remains possible. 
Easily adjustable at latter stages. 
Can be easily replaced with steel tubes if necessary. 
Caps can be fitted when not in use.  

 
For more information please 
contact Watt Fences 
T: 01748 822666 
E: bill@wattfences.com 
www.wattfences.com 
 

PVC HONEYCOMBED SPIGOTS/ INFILL TUBES

Approved by the BHA in April 2014, the PVC infill tube which can 
replace the steel tube.

The PVC honeycombed infill tube, is a footing that can be directly 
fixed into the ground. Very economical, it remains an alternative 
to the traditional steel posts that are driven or concreted into the 
ground.

More flexible than a steel infill tube, it has the advantage of 
snapping at its base in the case of a major impact on the post. It is 
easy and inexpensive to replace.

Recommended uses
This Infill Tube offers the maximum safety to horses and jockeys where 
ever the highest safety standards are required: inside and outside 
lanes, bends, before and after the finishing line. 

Installation Method
Swan neck posts slips onto PVC honeycombed putlocks.
The putlocks are inserted in PVC tubes embedded in concrete blocks.
Height adjustment with washers.
In case of ground subsidence the adjustment remains possible.
Easily adjustable at latter stages.
Can be easily replaced with steel tubes if necessary.
Caps can be fitted when not in use.

For more information please 
contact Watt Fences
T: 01748 822666
E: bill@wattfences.com
www.wattfences.com
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DURALOCK

+44 (0)1608 678238         sales@duralock.com        www.duralock.com

Racerail  •  Post & Rail  •  Crowd Barriers  •  Jump Wings
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Advertise jobs for FREE
Visit                                 and upload your own job vacancies 

It's easy to manage - create your company pro�le page - 100's active jobseekers

BRITISH RACING OVERVIEW - 
ONE DAY SEMINARS 2018

Do you want to develop your career in horseracing or perhaps
you are new to the industry and would like to expand your
knowledge of the sport? Get a jump start with this seminar,
delivered by the Northern Racing College on behalf of the British
Horseracing Authority (BHA). It offers a friendly and fascinating
introduction to the world of racing.

You will learn how the various organisations involved in racing
work together to deliver a compelling and highly popular sport.
A packed agenda features talks from key figures in racing,
covering many aspects of this complex and historical sport.
Subjects covered include:
• The role of The British Horseracing Authority;
• The role of racecourses;
• Breeding and the stud industry;
• Horse welfare
• The rules of racing;
• The betting industry and themedia;
• The Racehorse Owners Association
• Racing Administration (Weatherbys)
• RacingWelfare
This seminar will link to industry qualifications and will provide
an excellent platform for the BHA’S two qualifications: Level 1
Award in An Introduction to the Horseracing Industry; and Level
2 Certificate in The Structure of the Horseracing Industry. Scan
above with your QR code reader on your smart phone for more
information or visit www.careersinracing.com .

COMMENTS FROM DELEGATES IN 2017

“I just wanted to say a massive thank you
for organising the seminar. It was a
fabulously informative day and I really
enjoyed getting to know more about the
industry. I would highly recommend this
to anyone new to the industry”

“As someone not working in the industry
this was a great introduction to the
surprisingly diverse world of horseracing”

“A good overview of the racing industry
with ample opportunity for questions and
feedback”

“ I thoroughly enjoyed myself and hope
to make a career in racing. I personally
took away a number of key points, as well
as contacts, and hope I can make my
dream a reality”

“The course was fantastic. It really helped
me fill in the gaps in my knowledge and
was very informative”

£120 
PER DELEGATE payable by 
cheque or company invoice

(INCL VAT)

Queries? Please contact the 
Northern Racing College on
T: 01302 861000 or
E: nfo@northernracingcollege.co.uk 

• 23rd May 2018  – Newmarket Racecourse
Hosted by: Mick Fitzgerald tbc

• 26th September 2018 – Doncaster Racecourse
Hosted by: Mick Fitzgerald

• 20th November 2018 – Newbury Racecourse 
Hosted by: Mick Fitzgerald

OVERVIEW OF BRITISH RACING  ONE DAY SEMINARS 2018
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Tuesday  17 April   Racing Together Masterclass - Warwick
Wednesday 18 April   BHA Board
Monday  23 April   RCA Racing Group
     RCA Safety Group
Tuesday  24 April   BHA Racing Group
Wednesday 25 April   RCA Gambling Advisory Group

DIARY DATES 

CONTRIBUTORS 

RCA STAFF CONTACT LIST 
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